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mind, give nothing. S0 far, or iu four
months, 1 have received £4 for iarriage
fees, whicii 1 paid over to teachers %Nho got
littie or nothing in 1896.

Since May iast, therefore, up to the pre-
sent tinie, 1 have received, in ail from Sun-
day collection, £30, towafds the support of
telachers, and £4 niarriage fees, towards the
samne object.

Vhen personal friends in Toronto, whose
littie son, now deceased, became deeply in-
terested iu Foreign Missions wbile I was
with them and whose parents afterwards,
with bis own earnest wish, had devoted hlmi
to that work, sent me, tbrough Dr. Cosh
last year £12 for the support of one of
my teachers for 1896 and 1897. Besides these
sums I receive annualiy f rom £5 to £5 10s Od
interest on the Talbot Fund, for the support
of one teacher. So that from Erromanga
and from other outside sources 1 received
£51, which enabled me to pay the 10 teacb-
-ers unprovided for by my church and thus
tided over 1896, but it is impossible to fore-
cast how far 1 shail succeed for the present
3'ear for any nuniber of teachers 1 may bave
beyond the 30 for wbom the Canadian
Chiurcb provides.

If I except the large numbers of men and
youtbs tah-en away by labor vessels, and
the bigh death rate on the isiand during
1896-97, I do tbink the year, covered
by my. report, may be regarded as highly
encouraging.

In February of tbis year, the <ebief and
people of Sufu (on]y two mileG north of
Dimou's Bay), gave «up heathenism !ormaily,
and bave corne to live at DiIlon's Bay.
Sufu, as a village, tbough many of the
young people joined the Christian party,
stubbornly beld ont since the days of the
Gordons. At last, bowever, tbey have comne
in of their own accord.

Then last year the Christian people pre-
paredl the largest qUantity of arrow-root
ever prepared by theni in any one year.

Statisties.

M1issionaries...........1
EIders.............14
Teachers...........40
Principal Stations........2
Out stations or district schools 3S
Churcli members, about .... ... 300
1%arriages...........25
Contributions, in cash, Teachers'

Fo nd............£34
Contributions in arrow-root 3,000 Ibs.
Mýarnual labox', clcaning of niounitain rond.

cutting 4 miles of new bridle track, thatch-
ing and repairing thatcbing, keeping the
Martyr's graves clear and the ronds in
Pillon's Bay ; putting on and removing
storm-rigging of mission building, etc.

H. A. ROBERTSON,
Mlssionary.

LOCUSTS IN FO:RMOSA.

Of a remarkable illustration of some of
tlie Bible pictures, which he saw recentiy
in Formosa, Dr. Mackay writes as foliows :

" On the 27th uit., wbeu travelling inland,
indistinct sounds were beard far ahead.
*rhese grew louder as we approached.
Looking towards the east was seen in
ap'pearance a perfect snowetorm advancing
rapidly westward. We haited on the path-
w'vay, and with a rushing noise swarms o!
locusts on the wing flew ten feet over our
lieads. On and on witb tbe wind the insect
army pressed forward, until the air was
thickened and the sun darkened. In a mo-
ment they settled on the waving rice fields
of green, and witb great rapidity that color
gave way to a brownîsh hue.

Crowds of farmers, their wives and chil-
dren, were wild with exeltement, and were
jumping, running, yelling, and cursing the
destroyers. What accurate observers. the
inspired naturallsts were! Barmboo groves
have been stripped of their leaves and left
standing like saplings atter a rapid bush
fire. Rice crops bave been made to resemble
ont fields in Canada atter the army worm
bas marcbed -tbrougb. And grass has been
dEvoured, so that the bare ground appeared
as if burned. Hence the name locust."

What, accurate descriptions are.tbe follow-
ing: "And wben It was inornîng tbe east
winds brougbt the locust." "All tby trees
shahi tbe iocusts consume." "The locusts
bave no king, yet tbey go fortb aIl of them
by bands." " The land is az te Garden o!
Eden before theni, and bebind tbemý a deso-
late wilderness."

As there are countless numbers in the
larval condition, and as eggs are being
deposited in the gronnd, !t is to be feared
.hese dreadful armiies may next year invade
and devastate vast regions in North For-
mtosa. As titis is tbeir flrst appearance bere
tbe natives are amazed aud aiarmed. Many
deciare there are letters ou their wings and
are n scourge somebow connected witb tbe
coming of the Japanese, and many have
burned incense sticks aud lnvited the 1o-
custs to leave Formosa and go eisewbere.
Christians deciare tbey uinderstand better
than ever one o! tbe plagues of Egypt.

Iu a crowded schoolroorn nxic' verv warm
atternoon a visitor was talking to te chul-
ciren. "Can you tell me what peace cl-
dr-en do?" be ashked.

One sald, t'Love your enemnies"'; nother,
"Vhen others; strike one cbeek, turn the
othter"; f- hird, -'Overcome evil witb good."

At ienLth a littie girl in the mIddle of
a seatý, looking very uncomfortable-she
was so crowded tbat site could flot move
lier eibows-said lu a plaintive toue:
<'Pence ebiîdren dou't bunct 'wbeu others
crowd."ý-E,.
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