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A ittie later I hiad the opportunlty, wvhen At this meeting, a few other gentlemen
collecting geological tacts for xny "Acadian from the inainland, supposed to nec favor-
Geology ' to visit Mr. Geddie, at his home, abie to the iiieasurc, wvere addÇccL to the
and to study in his company some of the red: Board, anti it was aznong these that 1
sand stone clhus of that part of Prince became a inember of it,-a position, low-
L-dward Island, as wveIl as the great sand ever, %vhiehl other engagements anci long
dunes wvhicli stretell along its northcrn absences from home prevcnted me from
coast. We traversed them for long dis- Occupying, except for a few years.
tances, examiniing their structure and mode The proposaý nmade ia 1843 liati been
of growth, and inquiring as to their hiistory preceded bY a fluMber of articles writteni by
and changes since the coast ;vns first occu- Mr. Gcddie, and. published ia a journal
pied by settiers. In a figure of one of 'vhicli at that time wvas the organ of the
these dunes ln "Acadian Geology" Geddie church. These may have produced some
appears la miniature on the top, as if ia effect on the members generally; but th-ere
the act of preaching to the waves dashlng was stili mach doubt and uncertainty, and
ln on the shore. sonie opposition, arising partly froin want

t hiad an opportunity at this time of of correct information, andi partly from a
seeing something Df hiis pastoral wvork, andi conviction of the inability of the Churcli to
also of learning the steps hoe was taking. maintai n a forciga mission.
to interest the congregations of Prince This was natural, when it is considered
Edwai'd Island in Foreign Missions. that the wvliole body represcnted in the

He liad begun by torming a missienary Synoti numbercd at the utmost only thirty-
society in biis own cengregation, and then five congregations, with a littie over five
urging bis brother ministers to talce simi- thousanti members, that most of the congre-
lar steps. At first they contenteti them.. gations were poor, inany ef them in debt,
selves -%vith collecting small sums for the Iand some in arrears of their minlster's
London Missîonary Society ; but gradually E>tlpeads. There were also niany stili poorer
the idea grew of an independent, effort la eutlYing districts which could be pro-
the cause. This culminatet inl 1843, ln an videti for onIfy with difficulty. Getidie, how-
overture lntrotiuced into the Synoti by Dr. lever, and those who sympathizeti with hlm,
Keir, the senior member of the Presbytery, targeti the duty of doing something to tulfii
to the effeet that it wvas expedient for the the great commission to evangelize the
Church to maintain a mission of lts own 'vorld, ln faith that our action in this
abroad. directic'a woulti bring greater blcssiag on

The Prcsbytcry of Prince Etiward Islandi ourselves.
ccrtainly embraced somo utf the most carnest The miissionary fieldis Open at thc time andi
and spiritually ajindeti men la the church ; their various drawvbackîs and attractions are
but its bolti action la the matter of missions referred to at length in Dr. Patterson's
was, 1 have no doubt, due to, the initiative Life of Gedtiie. and neeti not be discusseti
of Mr. Gedtie, and was greatly la advance here. It is sufficient to say that the tiuty
of the ideas and information of the other laid upon the Boarti of Foreign Missions
Presbyterics of the Synod. D3y them the was a tififcult and anxious one.
proposai wvas receiveti but coldly. It was, iAfter- much correspondence, consultation,
however, sent te the presbyteries to con- anti prayer, it was. nowever, finally tiecided
sider. and report te the Synoti of the follow- at a meeting held in Pictou, la September.
lng year, 1844. 1845, to recommend a mission to Westerni

At this maeeting«,, though only one presby- Polynesia, and espccially to New Caledonia
tcr.y cordially approveti the mnovement, the or the Ncw Hebrides ; and this benug de-
Synoti agrecti, by a small niajority, to cideti, Mr. Getidie at once offereti Lis ser-
appoint a B3oard of Foreign Missions, anti to vices as our first missionary, an offer which
circulate tmong the congregations copies of (was unaaimously and cortiially acccpted.
a mnemoriai tirawn up by Mr. Getie, andi This decision, howcver, at once dcveloped'
presenteti to the Synoti by the Island at ncw phase of opposition of a spccially
Presbytcry la support of its movement. it unpleasant claaracter. It was now discover-
was characteristic of the position of the ed by opponents of the mission, that flot
matter that the B3oardti nsistcd principally only was the whole scheme chimerical, but,
o! the members et the Prcsbytcry of Prince that Gcddie, owing to his delicate tramne and
Edward Island itself, with a tew members his want of any imposing appearance or
froni the two other presbyteries. great popular gifts, was the mnost unsultable'NThe Boarti, however, did net let the matter tman in the world. This kind of opposition
rest, but proceedeti to colleet and to circu~ appeareti even la the Synod when the matter'
late information, anti to appeal to the con- icame up for discussion.
gregations for pictiges of support; tht- Getidie took ail this la a calim anti Chris-
T esuit bciag that before the next meeting of tian spirit. lI-e acknowledged that. like an
t lic Synod ail of the congregations of Prince. carlier missionary, ho might be said to be
Edfartd Island, and twenty of thoî;e on the "lan botily presence weak andtinl speech
malnlaad, had promiseti sufficient contri- coiiteniptible;~ andi nothing could pieuse
ýbutions to warrant the Board to asic autho- hlm better than to give way to a botter

it oadvertise for one missionary and to aotataBnaabainUcnee
ect and Yccommend a fieldi of labor. sary qualities and the confidence ot ever!T


