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it is no longer dutiful or desirable to main-
tain a sevarate judicial orgunization, but
that it is at once our duty, and for the in-
tercsty of the great cause which we have at
heart, to propose uniting ourselves with the
Free Church of Scotland.  “l'o this conclu-
sion we have been led, by considering that
the Free Ch:urch now oceupics such a pusi-
tion, in respect of her constitution and ad-
ministration, as renders it unwar: miable in
us to maintiain and prosecute nn aciive ami
positive seeession from her communion, and
that she is the true respresentative of that
Church from the prevailing party in whose
judicatories our fathers declared a sceession.

clieving also that she not only protessed:y
but practically adlieres to the Westmnster
formalaries, as her subordinate standards of
dectrine, worship, discipline, and govern.
ment. as these were ratified, with certain ex-
planations, hy divers Acts of Assembly in
the year 1645, 1647, and 1648, we are fully
gatisfied that all the grounds of secession as
originally stuted have been removed, and
that all the ends of that Testimony hither-
to held by usin a state of separation may
be now warrantably aad faithfully prosecut-
ed in communion with the Free Church of
Scotland.

With this view the following resolution,
forming the substance of nn overture for u-
nion with the Free Church, signed by nine-
teen of our ministers, was moved und car-
ried at our lae meeting of Synod, viz. :—

* That this Synod dg now recognise the
Free Church of Seotland as being constitu
tionally. both bv Divine and %amaa right,
the Church of Scotland, to which our fu-
thers appealed ; and also, that the 8ynod do
affectionately and rvespectfully propuse to u-
nite with the Free Church of Scotiand on
the busis of the Westminster standards, held
in integrity, and suitably applicd, in the way
of prosecuting the ends of our National Co-
venants to which we are bound by our or-
dination vows. namely, *in the way of ab-
horring and detesting all contrary religion
and doctrine. hut cluefly all kinds of Papis-
try, in general and paiticular heads, even
as they ure now condemned by the Word of
God and Kirk of Scotland, which is the end
to which we are bound by the Nativnal Co-
venant of Scotland ; and, more particular-
1y, that we propose to unite with them in
the way of * endeavouring to maintain the
Beformed religion in the ( hurch of Scot-
land, in doctrine, worship, discipline, and
govermment, against our common enemies
~—t0 promote the reformation of religion in
the kingdoms of England and Ireland, and
to bring the Churches of God in the three
kingdoms to the nearest cenjunction and u-
niformity in religion, Confession of Faith,
Form of Government, Directory for Wor-
ship, and Catechisms,” and in the way of
*extirpating,’ that is, endeavouring to root
out, ‘ Popery, Prelacy, superstition, schism,
profuncncss, and whatever shall be fonnd
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contrary to sound doctrine and the power
of godliness,'—the ends which we nre bound
to prosecute by the Sulemn League and Co
venant; it being understvod that these
ends are to be prosceuted in & smitableyesy
to present circumstances, and only by such
means as are competent for a Chureh of
Christ to employ ; it being also distincily
understood that we hold by the standaedy
and constitution of the Charch of dcuiland,
not only as theoe may have been explamed
in any Act or Acts of the Free Chureh, g
also a4 they are stated wnd defended 1 gge
own Testimony.  lufine, itis hereay moy-
ed, that a representation and appeal, embo.
dying the above principles, be drawn oue
aud signed by the Moderator and Clak
the name of this Syned, and transmitted 10
the next meeting of the General Assemb'y
of the Free t hurch of Scotland, imim:ninf;
our readmiess, on & favourable reception
being given to its terms, forthwith to e,
nate our secession, according to the vriginal
design of our farthers.”

. We have, on these grounds, agreed to pro.
pose, and we herthy most respeerfully and
affectionately  would propose, union with
our biethren of the Free Charch,  Oursen.
tiiments may be higher on these points than
those jadicially avowed by the Fiee Church,
but they are not hostile to any of them;
there may he a wane of entire identuy be.
tween us, but there is nothing like 1epug.
nance or incongruity ; we ure aiming at the
same ends, guided by the same standaids,
and animuated by the same spivit. While,
therefore, we freely accede to all the pim.
ciples of the Free ¢ hureh as ours, webeg it
to be understood that we desive 1o be re.
ceived as adhering to the original standardg
and constitation of the Charch of Scotland,
not only as asseried and vindicated in any
of the acts or declarations of the Free
Church, but also as usserted and vindicated
in our own Testimony, to all the principles
of which we sull adhere. These we have
already stated in the fullest and frankest
manner; and it remams now for the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Free Church to say,
whether they are prepared to receive a lody
holding themselves bound by their ordinat-
on yows to these principles. and determin.
ed, through the grace of God, to maintain
wem in union with the Free Church, as
they have hitherto done in a state of scees
sion.  We claim it as our right to be =ecog-
nised as the representatives of the first Se-
ceders, who now return to the Church of
our fathers, on the understanding that she
has returncd to her adherence to the great
cause of the Reformation, and that, in ac
ceding 10 her communicn, we shall continue,
in our several congregations, to administer
ordinances and discipline as we have hither-
tc done.  We aiso request that this our Ap-
peal inay be inserted in the minutes of the
General Assembly, signed by our names,io
perpetaal mamor) of the transaction.




