
STR, 4 2FORD- ON-A VON.

REv. J. B. MAcLEÂN, M. A., B. D.

"9Good frend, for Iesvs sako forbeare
To diegye diut~ encloased b'are :
Blegte be ye inan yt spares dies atones
And cvrst he lie yt iinoves îay bones."CHfE pilgrim to the tomb of Shakspeare inust go, not as the

Chinese philosopher might have expected, to Wes3tminster
Abbey, but to Stratford-on-Avon, the place of bis birth, of

itit youthful days, of his lator years of rotirement, of his death,
and-if bis blessing, is stili to be soughit by the gtererations to
coine-the. place, too, of his du,ýt until the Iast trump.

And it iu absolutely fitting. For the vi fWahingtton

Irving are true 'vith regard to all th-.t is cavered by the natne of
this Strpatford-"ý the mind refuses to dwell on anyý'.ing that is
îiot connected with Shiakspeare . . . Mie whole place seems
but as his mausoleum." For there is but one naine to be thought
on, one unly to be suggrestid by everythingt seen and heard from
the tiine coach or train drops the degrenerate pilgrim at the
sound of the magie uame " Strat o rd-on- Avon 1" until the last
bill that looks down on the sacred fields ie Iost in the distance.
And ever after Memoryý wvil deal kindly with the pilgrim in bis
reininis.-ent moods, and at the shightest eall throw on the sereen
again the whole, blessed picture, and agrain l'll the heart with the
"feelings of tliat tever memorable timne. Let meznory now'do her
w ork for a liWte : and our feet find : gain the path broadened and
deepened by three centuries of pilgrrims since the day that Shak-
speare was first "discovered" and bis haunts began to be sought.

Ptovidence was good to him ini the environment * within which
bis early life was to be developed. Since native home miuet be
ever sweet, how inexpressibly .so must it be to one whose forma-
tive days are passed amid sueh fair scenes as fed bis early fancy,
of hili and lowland and wood and river. Set iii the South West of
Warwickshire, 1«the heart of Engyland," there is no place within
that sbire, or indeed ini ail England, whose associations are more
ricb; whose beauty is more satisfying, and whose spirit is more
re4tful and yet inspiring, than the quiet, unassuming littie town


