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discoveredl priniciples whichi, as tliey iniagined, hiad only to be
aeted on to restore religion to the throne of the Empire. Witli
no historc.l, iinqic(rlt into the causes whicli hiad left thiese peculiar
sorrows iii tie stratification of tie church, like fossils of ai)
carlier age, tl>ey conceived that the secret of thie cliurch'-s
strengthi lay in the priesthood and sacraments and thiat the
negleet of thiemi was, tie secret of its weakniess." If we beave out
of this quotation the words Il a knot of Oxford seholar-s" and
change the "'Churcli of England" into thù Churcli of Scotland,
the passage is an accurate description of the inovement inaugu-
rated by the IlScottish Churcli Society." Apart fromn the nature
and objects of the Society, the <jue--tion lias arisen: IlWliether
thie formation of such societies wvithin the church 18 legitiniiate.
What of the chiurcli courts ? Is not ail this thieir business ? Or,
Is this a Colifesý-sion and a proclamation thiat Presbyterianisil is a
failure ? Do the mnenibers, of this Society wvish iiet to say but
to insinuate, titat they have ceased to believe in Ptesbytery-
which ail believe in-thougli soine want -omething adlded ?
What becomnes of tie Divine model ? Is miar.*s expedient better
than God's appointinent ? In such ways and in miany other ways
do mnen speak and liave mn spoken of this Society. Our office
is to present thse principles so as to judge for ourselves. Reinov-
ed as we are froin the secne of confliet, it 'nay be possible for us
to v'iew the wliole mnoveinent more dispassionately than if the
soci2ty liad sprungr up Nvithîn oi.:- own bounds.

The Se Ch. Society lias called forth unfriendly criticisni
by peculiatriti"'s whiclh inay be unavoidable but %vlich are very
conspienious. Wlien it calis oid things by iiew names, it suggests
that soinetlingii else is i10w ineant by those naiaes, or wlicn it
exaîts objects, tie importanuce of w~hicli have not been denied to
any extent, it imnplies; tliat these o1ijct-s have been grievously
neglected, or ivlien it states things nakcdly and withiout expiatia-
tion, just whiere explaniation is neededl, it siugrests, to tlie reader
Cautions re-serve.

WVIîiî the document says lcss, the reader mnay impute more
than the truth. Even the hiending, '«<objects " is mnisleading,
because novel. Tlie tern suggests practical inatters rather thian
sucli ms are thieoretical;. but here doctrine and duty, theory and
practice are i ingfled together. Mystical opinions, chiurcli views


