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SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER.

(Feb. 10,

Cuiting. In ablind vengeance against
himself as the author of his miseries, VER. 6. This
verse and the next show the dual consciousness. The
demons recognize their Couqueror; the mun runs to hig
Deliverer, much against their will. VER. 7. These are
the demons’ words, spoken by the man und reflecting
the color of his Jewish beliefs, What. ** Why
ghouldest thou interferet ™  Most high. Comp. Gen.
14. 18; Luke 1. 76, ete. It seems to have heen a cus-
tomary title in exorcisms, Comp. Acts 16. 17. A strange
fulfillment this of the angel's prophecy! (Luke 1. 82.)
Torment. See Matthew's significant addition. Comp.
chap. 1. 24 und note. VER. 8 Lit,, * He was saying: L
the demons interrupted him with their entreaty.
VeRr 9. Jesus tries to soothe the sufferer by asking lis
name, a plan still sometimes ndopted with ma ines,
But it only produced & final and most dreadful asser-
tion of the empire of hell within. Legion. That terri
ble and invincible scourge was not likely to be forgot-
ten by Jews, whose liberty it had destroyed. The
Roman legion consisted of six thousand men. By
enumerting the swine, and speakingof ** him that had
the legion,” Mark seems to suggest that literally an
army of demons had taken their abode there. For
this plurality of possession compire Luke 8. 2; Mutt.
12, 45. The hosts ol hell matched themselves against
that single weary Mun, and fled without a blow.
VER. 10, 1f the owners were Jews, n8 from our Lord’s
action seems mMOst probuble, this was & grievous
breach of the law. VER. 11 The difficulty here comes
only from our imperfect knowledge of the immuterial
side of the animal creation. It is the animal or
& gensual ™ part of man with w hich the ** devilish " has
contaet (comp. James 3. 15 and margin): how natural,
then, for it tu enter into thut brate which is the very
type of uncleaniess and degradation, VER. 13.
Jesus might have refused, and we must frankly nceept
this flagrant violation of the * rights of property.”
It was not the first nor certainly the last time that
they have interfered with the rights of men. The
demons would probably have returned (comp. Matt.
12. 44, and chap. 9. 25), since Jesus would not change
the man's nature perforce 8o as to destroy the tempta-
tion to yield. Sohe granted their request and thus
banished them to the abyss i besides, it was a test for
the Gerasenes, Would they rather have Christ or their
swine? After all,that is Just the social problem to-day.
VER. 15. How vivid are the three successive notes of
contrast! The superstitious terror produced by so
wonderful a work is given by Matthew and Luke as the
ceuse of the Gerasenes' request. Mark adds another
yet more cogent. VER. 16, Apparently the swine-herds
had seen both parts of the miracle, but had not con-
nected them before. Now a clear account is given.
The liutle sarcastic parenthesis at the end reminds one
of Demetrius's opening (Acts 19. 22). VER. 17. Con-
trast Luke 5. 8, a petition which was notgranted. VER.
18. Love and gratitude prompted his prayer, joined with
a feeling that with hisdeliverer he must be safe. Jesus
gives him a better safeguard, making him his mission-
ary to the fgnorant tribes which had rejected him.
VER. 19, Jesus departed from his usual custom, partly
because notoriety would not impede him so far from
bis ordinary sphere of work. VER. 20, Decapolis. The
“ten cities ' from which the country east of the Gen-
nesaret was named. Jesvs, not ** the Lord™ (ver. 19).
though no doubt he recognized God’s hand in the mir-
acle. Marrvel Often the first step to faith. Plato ex-
quisitely says that Iris, the messenger of heaven, was
“ not inaptly called the daughter of Wonder."

and note) ete.

Berean Methods.
The Teachers’ Meeting.

Make an outline map of the luke. ... Draw from your
fellow-xtudents word-pictures of the five scenes of this
lesson: 1. The demoniuc raging among the tombs, 2.
he devils expelled, 3. The stumpede of the swine.
4. The Gadurenes’ petition. 5. The demouniuc turned
evangelist. (Remember the xun had set before Christ
crossed the lake, und the first three of these scenes

| were probably enucted by moonlight.) ... Use modern

realistic phrases. Say lake instead o en; " boat for
“ship;y ™ neighborhood for “eountry "' und * consts; "
cemetery for ** tombs; " rocky places for ** mountains; "
handengls for * fettersy saluted for ** worshiped;"
bragade for ** legion: * pigs for ** swine; * drowned for
wehoked:" Ten Cities (w proper nume) for ** Decapolisy"
and wondered for **did marvel.”.... Manners and cus-
toms: 1. Oriental burial-places. 2. Lunatics every-
where treated as criminuis till the last century. 3.
e detested and outlawed by the Jews.. .. uppli-
cation of the lesson xuggest types of charucter: 1. The
feantic «inner afraid of purity. 2. Worldly-minded men
awe-struck by divine power. 8. Sordid sou s disturbed
by nearness to Jesus. 4. The conveit clinging to Jesus
and glad to prociuim his Saviour. . .. Another good ap-
plication, The prayers of the lesson and their answers:
1) Of the wild man. 2.) Of the devils. 3.) Of the
swine-farmers, 4.) Of the restored lunatie. ... Asaxide
thought: The peculiar features of demonincal posses-
wion us described in the Bible; satanic insanities in all
ages; doctrine of personality of devils.

References. FurEMAN'S HAvD-BooK: Vers. 2,3:
Tombs for dwellings, #88....FosTER's CYCLOPEDIA
Poetical, 3320, 3445, Ver. 8: Prose, 1660. Ver. 9:
Prose, 8009, 9512, 11928, Ver. 156: Prose, 4901, Vers.
18-20; Prose, 7961,
20: Prose, 921, 923, 2638, 7193, 7391, 11577, 11505,

.
O for a thousand tongues.
When all thy mercies, O my God.
Majestic sweetness gits enthroned.
Tell me more ahout Jesus.
Jesus, the very thought of thee,
Deepure the wounds which #in has made.
Love divine, ull love excelling.
T've found a joy in sorrow.
More love to thee, O Christ.
When peace, like a river,
Come unto me, when shadows darkly
gather.
I'ake the name of Jesus with you.

Primary and Intermediate.

Lessox Trovaut, Peace where Jesus is.

Introductory. TRecall last lesson. Tell that this
event in Jesus's life took place the next morning after
the parable of the last Jesson was spoken. In the even-
ing, after teaching the people on the sea-shore, Jesus
and his disciples went across the Sea of Galilee in a boat
to the other side. Tell that it was at this time that the
great storm arose which Jesus calmed at his word,
“ peace, be still."

The power of the evil spirit. Talk about the demoniac 3
It is enough to tell little ehildren that bad spirits flled

the poor man's heart so that there was no room left for
good spirits, Tell that this wretched inan was a picture
of what sin ean do, It can spoil the body as well as the
soul. It canmake rough and harsh the voice which God

Ver. 19: Prose, 4043, 7509, Ver.
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