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Thg
TAXES ON LEGAL PROCEEDINGS
IN MONTREAL.

The i
. Di:r?cets 1;nposed on legal proceedings in
oppl‘egsivol Montreal have long been felt to
a6 mith ely he.:xv'y', but the burden has been
¢ the On:;luammlty under the supposition
Omehoy ous‘charges collected could not,
Tay a,cc,e h e dispensed with. But it we
eI‘egiSI:>tivaAreport, of a recent debate in
evied o e Assembly at Quebec, the imposts
29t ut N(; ceased to be justifiable. On the
p'“ent,e‘(’i :0 Wur.be]e moved that an address be
overngr 4 H is Honor the Lieutenant-
Nang t (,) verawmg the attention of the Lieu-
Prepared } I:}llor in f)ouncil to the statement
nd establyish ed Auditor of the Province of the
d18 Vig :; by the Acts 12 Vic., chap. 112,
ourt, Ko, ., chap. 1{54 for the building of the
4 tatorn, se of the district of Montreal, « which
« builgg, nt shows that the amount expended in
“ anq prag .the Court House has been recouped
ouncﬂy::lgl that the Lieutenant-Governor ix;
Officeps of lth b(;‘plcfa.sed to order the judicial
inue e e u;.trlct of Montreal to discon-
bo 1 collection of the duties authorized
aboye m:)os'ed and levied by the two Acts
longe“ ntioned, which duties can be no
« “uthomeg&ny _exacted and collected under the
“ the fundyfand in virtue of the Acts creating
Nesmug, or Qhe building of the Court House
:“ Been coue:: :;he amount chargeable to it ha;
“tiees hag 1 :p;et;rj:i the power to levy such
r .

nuif::of given by the Government for
Olideres 0 exnc:t the impost will not be
Montrg ;’ery satisfactory by the profession

Teport, o a) . « Hon, Mr. Langelier”, says tl
“ for t,he ‘gplled that it would be ver,y difﬁcull(:
:« o matzernment to dispense with this tax
‘u Go“mm r was brought up too late for.
‘ ation, Tent to give it the necessary consider:
« “nicipg:m district of Montreal owed to th;
Loan Fund $171,000, and therefore
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« could not complain of paying this tax, which
« would not cover the interest on the Municipal
« Loan Fund” Mr. Waurtele’s reply was very

reasonable :—

« Mr, Wurtele said that because. the district
of Montreal Was indebted to the Municipal
Loan Fund was pot a reason for the collec-
tion of this most odious tax. It would be
better that the district should be taxed di-
rectly to P8y its debt than suffer the im-
position of the present tax, which bore
principally on unfortunate litigants, and often
hindered people, through dread of the taxes,
from seeking the remedy and justice which
were due them. The tax in question was
imposed to pay $160,000 with interest for the
building of the new Court House, and the
amount necessary for the construction of the
female goal. He was informed that both those
amounts were now covered, and consequently
the continusnce of the tax was illegal. He
drew the attention of the Government to the
fact that 8 writ of injunction might be taken
out against the Sheriff to prevent the imposi-
tion of this tax. The total debt of all the
districts, including Montreal, to the fund was
$461,000, of which Montreal’s ghare was
$171,000. Then why should Montreal alone be
called upon 0 pay & gpecial tax on account of
this debt, while the other districts were not
taxed? The Government had the right to
make the municipalities contribute in propor-
tion to their indebtedness, and it would be
better to adopt this course with Montreal than
to allow the continued existence of the charge
on the administration of justice which existed
to-day, and which weighed on 8 special class,
whereas the charge was 0né for the benefit of

Montreal.”
The discussi

« Hon. Mr.
statements o be prepar

on concluded a8 follows :—
Langelier said he had ordered
ed, showing the debt of

each municipality, after which the Government
the necessary steps to be
o objection to 8 writ of in-
to stop the further

g taken out
as the courts

tho stamp duty)
would then decide its legality. The Govern-
ment did not at present feel justiﬁed in dis-
continuing the collection of the tax, as they
were hot aware whether the statement made

wag correct of not.
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