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,UR. JUSTIOE' BLA TCIFOBD.

Samuel Blatchf'ord, associato justice of the Supromie Court of
the United States, died J uIy 7, 1893. Tho deceased was appointed
an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States,
March '22, 1882, to tilt the vacancy caused by the rosignation of
Justice liunt. Ris grandfaùher, Samuel Blatchford, wvas an Eng-
lish dissenting minister, who came from Devonshire to the United
States in 1795. lis father, Richard Milford Blatchford, a native
of Stratfield, Con n.,* was a school toacher, and stili later counsel
for the bank of the United States.

Samuel Blatchiford was born in New- York city, March 9, 182-0,
wvas cducated at a boarding, sehool at Pittsfield, Mass., and at the
school of William Forrest, a well known teacher ini New York,
and at the grammar school of Columbia Colloge. Hie entorcd
Columbia College at the age of thirteen and was graduated ini
1837, at the age of seventeen. lie thon became privato sccrotary
to William H1. Seward, who had beon elcctcd governor of New
York, and hcld the position until his rosignation in 1841, whc,î
lie wàs appointed military secrctary on the staff of the governor.
In the following year he was admiitted to tho bar, and practiced
Iaw in New York with his father and bis unclo, E. H. Blatchford,
until Novemnbor, 1845, when ho removcd to Auburn, and bocarne
the law partner of Governor Soward and Christophor Morgan.

In 1854, remnoving to the city of New Yoirk, he formcd a co-
partncrsbip in connection with Clarence A. Seward and Burr W.
Griswold, under the firm name of Blatchford, Seward & Griswold.
May 3, 1867, he was appointed district judge of the Uuited Statcs
for the Sou therrn District of New York, in the place of Samuel
R. Betts, who had resigned. Mardi 4th, following, lie was ap-
pointed circuit judge of the Second Judicial Circuit ini the place of
Alexander S. Johinson, deceased. In 1852 he commenced the
publication of his series of reports of the Circuit Courts of the
United States within the Second Circuit, and published 24 vo-
lu mes.

As an admiralty judge, justice Blatchford ranked among the
foremost in the land. As a patent lawyer ho was clear-headod
and sensible, determining, among other notable cases, the validity
of letters patent for insulating telegrapli wires by gutta-percha,
and the liability of a common carrier for infringing a patent,
when it carried the infringing article, which was to bo sold at its
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