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PARADISE LOST AND LA HENRIADE.

By FRINDERIO DE KASTNER, QUEBEC.*

Let us say ait once tbat none of the characters drawn by Vol-
taire can bt, compared in any respect, to Milton's sublime demnbn.
He has created a llenry IV, whom ail the eighteenth century
believed in, but iii whom wve believe tio more. No doubt, the
Bearmais was a remarkable man, a great politician, boneficent b 'y
his skepticism, since he rostored pouce in Fr'ance. 11e was a clever
and intrepid general, a lion, if you like, but while uiniting his cour-
age with the cunîing of a fox, the latter in hlm nearly always got,
the better of the former. The man who became a Roman Catholie
after Saint Bartholomew, turned] again a Huguenot in orler to,
gain a party and ait airmy, an<l turned once more a Roman
Catholie to obtain a cr-own, the mail who said :-" Paris is worth
a mass indeed" bas. nothing ideal about hire, :n ant evo
ais the hero for ait epic. The epitliet of virtuous, cotipled with bis
mime by Voltaire-

"Le vertueux Bourbon, plein d'une ardeur guerrièxe
A ton prince aveuglé vint rendre la lumière"

makes us smile, even if we accept thie term lu its widest senso and
uase. That clever, unscrupulous fellow, whet ber from a natural
disposition, or from policy, bad really virtues worthy of a kriug.
Hie bumanity towards the prisoners on the battlo-tield, the food
he handed to the very subjeets he bcsiýeged, his toleraice, -are
things wlÂch tbe eightecnth century deligbtcd to think and speak
of, and rightly so, after the rneasureless ,elfshness and the fana-
ticism of Louis XIV. Henry's conversion to Roman Catholicisni
is totally Iacking in enthusiasm. It is easy to see that Voltaire
cares very littie for- hie abjuration, and that ho only speaks of' il,
because history compels hirn to do so."

"Son cSeur obéi'sant se soumet, s'abandonne
A ces mystéres saints dont son esprit s'étonne."

Witb regard to Mornay, that ice-cold M1entor, ho i8 too much lu
advance of bis age. He is Voltaire or some onae of his disci-ees
covered witb ait armouir of the sixteeuuth century.

*The conclu'.io,, of ai uaer î>ubli.qhed in the last issue of the E: R.
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