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MIACAULAY'S ESSAY ON HASTINGS.

N the sixthi of Decemiber, 1732, wa's bori' \Varn Hast-

ings thie son of ai descendant of tlie illustrious fanîiiiv
of aylsfodwhio wvas to play a xnost important mile

i- - j land's enipire-mi-ng. Oxwing Io a series of un-
fortunate accidents , yotung Hiastings was forcei 1<) leave s(clitXl at
thie age of sixteen, %vitli a vcry' niezagre education. W>ce next find
lîini iii the secrctary's office rit Calcutta, at flhe tin-c wvhcn China
ivas driving tlie Frenclh froni tie Carnatic, and ditnigte Chiain
binding India to tuie empire. Trouble'. and disorders provide the
stepping-stones for the succcss of mcen of genius, and such wvas the
case witlî Hastinoigs. Tie chaos ar.d confusion resultant froni in-
trig-ue and war furnislhed tuie rounds by wvhic1i lie xas to mount to
îvlîat was, during thec greater part of lus rule, the dictatorship of the
British possessions. For thiirteeîî years lie reimained governor, and
thien returncd to, England, %vbcre lie suffercd imupeachmnent. iXfter
a trial, wliicli lIsted upw'ards of seven years, and durîng %vhiiclî lie
biad as prosecutors sucb mcei as Burke'and Sliîeridan, .lie was ac-
quittcd. Tlic nmajor part of bis fortune 'vas spent in biis own dc-
fence, and lie passcd flhc reîîîainder of liis life a pensioner of the
company wliose coffers lic sacrificed lus fair îauand blighitcd anr
otlier-%%"ise illustrious carcer to fi. H-e died iii iSîS at the ripe age
of ciglity-sîx.

I ordcr to, forrr- .,. correct estiiate of the administration of
Hastings, xv nîuist place ini onc scale of the balance the good wlîiclî
lic acconîplislicd ; iii tie otiier the nîcans whiclî lie took to do it. and
lus arbitrarv dominaition ovcr thc wcak, tluouglî treaclierous, Ben-
gralese and othier tribes.

.Tlat lie wvas nîainly instrunmental in savinig to thue enîpire the
original possessions in India is geCnerallv concedec]. Thiat ]le Nvzms
solely instrumental ini adding- to thiese possessions is liistorv. But
not upouu the preservation of the Iîidiaxi Emnpire fronu a formidable
combination of enemnies; nlot upon the fact tliat despitc this conmbina-
tion, lic -,vas able to, acquiire îicw t:erritorv, does tlle faie of at
ings cliiel rest. I-e ivent to India, a voutlî %vith scanty -ducation,
far frotn ail association wvitl nicn eduratcd to govcrnnîcint, biis. 0on1v

trainingr for his future life obtaiined in -i couîiting-hiouse, and -froni
luis own fertile br:.-iii lic originatcd a sys;tcnu of gcvver;nicnt îvhicii
dedured order fronîi chaos, peacc fronii anarchy. 0f few mîen, iîîdeed,
bias it bcen thec lot to franie a svsicnî of zoverniieiit xvith sucIli priini-


