
GARDIEN AND ORCEIARDE.

STRAWRERRY C'ULTURE.

Ellwanger & Barry, of Rocesttr, N. Y.,
give the following directions for the gardon
culture of strawberries: For faiily use it is
recomeondcd te plant in bods four feet wide,
with an alley two feet wide between. These
beds wiii aceoramodate t.hree rows of plants,
which xnay stand fi! teen inches apart etkeh
way, and thc outbide rew nine inuches front the
alley. These beds eau bc kept cleait, and tie
fruit eau bu gathered fromn theni without set-
ting the foot upon theni.

Culture inubhll is thc best miode that eau
be adopted for the gardon. To obtain fine,
largo, high-flavoured fruit, pinch off thc mun-
ners as fast as they appear, repesting the
operation as often as niay bu neessaiy dur-
ing the sumnier. 'CIvery runner thus rermeved
produces a new crowu at the centre of the
plant, and iu the fail the plants wvill have
forined large bushes or stools, on which the
fifiest strawberries may le expeted the fol-
lowing soason. In the nieantime thie ground
among the plants should be kept clear o!
weeds and frequently stir:,:ed with a hou or
fork.

Where the winters are severe, -with littie
snow for protection, a slight covering of leaves
or litter, or the branches of evcrgreens, wvill
be of great service. This covering should not
be placed over the plants till after the grouud
is frozen, usually f£rom the middle of Noveni-
ber tili the first of December. the time vary-
ing iu different localities. Fatal errors are
often nmade by putting on too nmuch snd too
early. Gare must also le taken te remnove
the covering lu Spring, just as soon as the
plants begin to grow.

Before the fruit begins te ripen, niulch the
-ground among the plants withi short hay, or
straw, or grass xnowings from the lawn, or
anything of that sort. This wili not only
kieop thc fruit dlean, but will prevent the
grouud froni drying snd baking, sud thus
leugtheu the fruiting season. Tan bark can
also be used as a mulch.

The strawberry may bu suceessfully girown
in any soil adapted te to the growth of ordin-
ary field or gardon crops. The ground should
be 'well prepared by trenching or ploughing at
least eighteen 0o twenty luches deep, and ho
properly enrichied as for auy grarden crop. 0f
course, if the land is wvet, it nmust le thoroughly
draiued. Iu the Northern Statc's the season
for planting in the spring is during the montis
of April and May. Itra*y thon le donec withi
safety froni the time the plants begin to grow
until they are in blossoin. This tume is pre-
ferred by successfui cuitivators for setting out
large plantations of layer plants. A bed of
strawberries nianaged in accordance with the
directions contaiued iu the abovo paragtrapis
wfi give twe full crops; and should thon bu
apaded or ploughed down, a new one having
been, lu the meantinie. prepared te take its
place.

For field culture on a large scaie the saine
directions with regard te soul, time of plant-.
mng, protection and uiulchiug as given above
are applicable. The matt':d row systeni-the
mode of growing usually purqu ed - bas ifs ad -
vantages for field culture, but cannot bi recoin-
rnenaed for the garden, lu the field, experte
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uisually plant iu rows thrce to four foot apart,
and the plants a foot te a foot aud a-hal!
apart, iii the ruw. Iu thi4case much of the
labour i8 perfornied with the horse and culti-
vatur. The niuxnber of plants roquired for an
aere, at %ny given. distance spart, inay be
ascertaino3d by dividing the nuniber of square
fi-et in an acre, 43,560, by tie nuruber of
square fout given tue aci plant, which i.s oh-
taiued by inultiplying the di.4tance lietween
rowvs by tie distance letween the pilanits.
Titu., strawberr jus plantud thrce fuet by une
foot, give cach plant thrce .4quare feet, or
14,520 plant-, to tic acre.

PEL(ITARlTIES OIF T'!' AT'PLE.

Tie earliebt sorts, June ani ,July apples,
generally bear auuually, or a full crop one
year and a fair or moderato crop the next.
Having delivered their crops early they have
August sud Septeniher for coutinued growti
and recuperacion, sud are enabied to forîn
mature fruit-huds for tic next season. We
have a striped June apple treo that bas sel
dom or neyer failed to givo a good crop overy
year.

Tic late %vinter sorts have flot this advan-
tage, as growth for thé season is over after
tic fruit is grathered, sud thc naturai couse-
quence is that there are feiv or ne fruit-buds
for tic next ypar. Late suminer aud early
faîl apple trees niay ho induced to give fair
erops almost evcry year if they have genereus
s;oi, 'with abundant nutrition; otherwîse, like
the late -% inter sorts, the next scason is ro-
quired to formn fruit-buds and their bearing ns
restricted to every othor year. So it pays te
foed and take ente, o! the trocs.

Thc apple trocs requires good rici soil and
plenty of it te iusure e.nnual cropsand healthy
gYrowth. The soul naturally is nover too rich,
sud tie trees are rarely surfeited or injured
by heavy manuring- but tuis is, soxnutiues
tic case. As a rule orciards are griev'ously
misinauaged or ucglected. Thc cultivation of
young trees should le as regularly sud care-
fully doue as tint for thc corn sud vegetable
crops. 'rie surface needs frequeut but shal-
low stirring, especinhly under tic branches if
high-topped. If liw, which is lest, cspecially
for southeru orchards, ne ploughiug should le
nttempted imnrediateiy under the trous te
bruise the fruit and branche.

We bciieve lowv-branclied trues are butter
for several re.son.,. No suu-scald eau affect
tic truuks, no sucers are produced frein torn
root.s, the feeding roots and trunks are pro-
tectxcd fromi the three e'clock sun. Tic best
fruit la abvays on tic miiddle ana lower
branches; sud the coun'enience of gathering
tic fruit without bruising is far greater with
low-headed trees. Tic wiudfalls are but
little injurepl. If straw or soft litter la spread
benesth, tic apples eau ho shaken off with
Iittle or ne bruisiug, but it is lest te hand-
gather. With these advautages iow heads
must ho tic mat profitable as well a* natural.

As a tule, ted appies sel) muci the best
in market, heuce wo find tic Bldwins in niost
commion demand. While tuis applo is a good
keeper, it-' quaiity, every one knowe.i n
ferler to niany varieties fiat inight bc naxed*1
However, eur oreharci shoulý cousist litràe]yI
o! Ba.ldwin trees.

MISCELLAi7BO US.

Tinnais uteew tu die, but die net; the apring obowers
Die on the bosom of tho motherly eartb,

But riso spain ini fruit. and lbaves and tlowers;
And every déath is nothing but a birth.

I'r is easy to start tomiato plants iu the
kitcei '%indow and good one.,, too. A littie
sawvdust on the soil will provent baking.

HOT-BIEDS for raising seodling plante for
the garden are to bu starteil about six weeks
before the time nt whiehi it wvill be safe to set
ont the planti;. Sashos should be gôît ready;
paint if ueeud bc and replace «broken lights.

HEnL is a hint for potato-growers. A mnan
used one quart of sawdust iu each hli of po-
tatoez3 in one plot and noue in another. The
sawvdust-hills yielded nearly twice as mueli as,
the others and the tubers wvcre largor and
smoother.

TEST the seeds by placing fifty or a hundred
between sheets of 'blotting paper, two or
three on each side. Keep it damp, warm and
dark. Ra.dish seed will germinate in ton
h ours;- cabbag«,e iu eighitoen, and corn in thirty-.
six. That's easily donc, and it xnay save you
much troable, time and uioney.

A MASSÂcHusETTs farmer who raises aspar-
agus extensively says that an application of
salt is of no use wvhatever, being only a prac-
tice that bas 'been bhanded down throughn
several generations. Perhaps the necessity
for saIt is lessened wheu asparagus is raised
near the sea, where the soil and atmosphere
are both impregnated with sait.

A WITER in Gardeninq IllustrateZ says
that if Young shoots of the tomato are taken
off and propagated like bedding plants, they
will niake a less rampant growth than seed-
ings, and bu more fruitful. Cuttings prove
best for pot culture; they are then to be kept
near the glass with a temnperature of about
Hifty degrees. 7 hey wili inake flue plants by
spring.

WEEDS ou gravel walks xnay bu destroyed
and preventod from growing again by a copious
dressing of the cheapest sait. This is a better
niethod than hand-pulling, which disturbs the
gravel and renders, constant raking and roll-
ing nocessary. One application early in the
season, aud others as niay ho needed, while
the weeds are small, wvill keop the walks clean
and bright.

IN planting au orchard, thorougbly plough
and pulverize the wvhole field and ivork man-
uire iuto the soil as for a grain crop. It can
hardly bu too rich; only avoid putting the,,:
inanure ini contact Nvith the roots of the treus.
Set the trees about as deep as they grew lu
the uursery rows;- many die out fromi too deep
setting. Fill ail the interstices of the roots.
-%vith fine soul aud tramp it down earefully
arouud theni. It is better to inulci heavily
than to water frequently in dry weather.

IN plantiug troes this spring heed these
,ugestions: Plant as early aspossible; ex-

pose the roots to the air as short a time as
possible, aud dou't plant too deep, work the
flue dirt down uicely amoug the roots and
tramp it, solid te exelude ali air; if flue man-
tire is to be, applied, spread it ou the dirt after
the hole hbas been hal£ flled, if it is coarse
bpread t on top, for a mulch; lean the top of
the tree strongly toward the one o'clock sim,
.atake te hoid it there, prune the top oneo.balf.
ged then trust to Providerice.


