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influence upon our people of the itinerting sys-
tem of the Methodists, and the want of that de-
liberation and care in settling which the per-
manent pastorate made advisable on  the part of
licentiates. The permanent  pastorate, he consi-
dered, wasone of the soutces of the great influ-
eace of our Church for gaod in the land, Oa the
whole, he thought, we had been doing very
acll, and 35 yet there was no such agrecment of
opiaion as ta the change if any required asto
justify the attempt to make any.  The teport and
its recommendations were adopted.
THR STATR OF RELIGION.

This is apother very imponant report. The
convener of the committee i3 the Rev. 1. M,
{tamsay, B.D., and in his absence the teport was
tead by the Rev. Dr. Dickson. The repost is
very carefully prepared and is matked by dis-
crimination, and it asksfor definiteness and dis-
crimination in those whosupply the daa for it
under the bead of Sessions. Theseports remark as
{o ministers that it depends very largely upon the
minister whetber the Sessionis working system-
atically snd epergetically, or is moving on slowly
andslecpily ; that, in fact. the most sucessful
mipister is the man who can bring fully into play
the varied capacities for usefulaess which can be
fosnd in every congregation. Though the
character of the cldership is distiactly rising,
the idle elderis notyet quite extinet, but there
are very few who say thattte ooly duty the elders
petform is to  assistat the communion services.
Perhaps some of these have forgotten how great
2 boon toa minister is a wise counscilor. There
212 mep, as some reports remind us, who are too
difident to visit the sick, to Iead in prayer, or 10
teach 1n the Sunday Schioal, bLut whose counsel,
{e.z)ina casc of discipline is invaluable. Yet
we rejoice to add that everywheie the elders scem
tobe increasing in their activities. The Synods
of the East find that the town congrepations have
inmapy cases beea splendidly organized, while
in the county distzicts the elders ate caurying cn
2 good wotk in spite of maay diffizultics.
“Thete pever wasa time when there were so
many Youag People’s Socictics in connection with
the Christian Church, and if from these we are to
derive the greatest good with the Jeast possible
dzoger ministers and clders must give their coun.
sclacd help ina sympathetic, kindly spitit.

Uf the cosgregation, and the observance of
fizily worship and family relipion gecerally
the report bas much to say. The following are
chatacteriste seatences = The Synod of Montreal
12d Qitawa finds the proportion to be 1ather
less than 50 per cent. ; and we ate of opinion that
ttis Synod may fairly represent the whole Church
iahisrespeet.  Maoy of the teturas scem to take
fizily worship to be synunymous with family
digicn.  Others, however, dusstinpuish ; ao0d
tbese on the whole find instruction o be more
We are told
that ** ina rapidly increasing nembers of cases the
S:aday School lesioa is beiap sicdied in the

E lome under theXruidance of a Chiistiag mcther ;

&, “in many homes the clildren ase taaght by
Chiistianmothess ths great irethvof God's Ward §

B :xd thefamily life is tox considesable extent
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permeated by the Christian spirit,’ ete. Only
onceisit said that religions instiuction in the
home is delining,

From the far East comes the question : **What
is the matter witk: the prayer-meeting in many of
our congregations 2 And the far Westreplies:
¢ Consideting how difficult it is to make prayer-
meetings permanently interesting, 1t would be
well for sessions to study carefully how bestto
secure to those who attend a large measure of
profit.” Itmay not be improper to_emphasize
this advice Itisto be fexred that many winist-
ersmake exceedingly little preparation lor the
prayer-mecting.  The address is necessaily shont,
but it isgiven ‘o the most intelligent and spini-
tually minded of the people, and thetefore should
be full of *¢ the tinest of the wheat ™

Turmiog now to  interest in missions, we are
told that it is deepening in almost every part of
the Church, and instances are givenin which con.
gregations have duubled or cven trebled thee
contribmions.

Of the societies which help the Chuich the
W. ¥, M. S. is strungly entienched tn the heart
of it, and stimulates cvery department of her
wotk aad stmular testimony ts botoe to the Y, I,
S.C.E .

THE CHURCI'S HINDERER.

Thesc are many and wimidable. The loveof
pleasure reccives the greatest prominence,  This
takes the forms of dancing, card-playing, Sabe
bath visiting and riding whethee  wiath horse or
bicyc'e. novel reading, religious sensationalism,
ctc. The results are being scen snall depant.
meots of Jife.  The wmost supethicial' attractions
are pow found necessamy to draw  men and wo-
men to religious mectings as well as other gather.
ings that are called for the instruction of the
people.  Next in bad pre-eminence stand the in-
diffetence and inconsistency of the membets of the
Church. ** Thete is not wuch differcnce,” says
Halifax Presbytery, ¢ between the Chutchand the
deceet wotld, heoce the world sees 00 need to be
atall aoxious,”  This point is worthy of ems
phasis. Various forms of crior vex the souls of
some. Intemperance, lewdness, profanity,
gambling, pnde, stufe, bad Interature, ualortun-
aie marnapes, ctc., of course excseise their bale-
faltoflueace. Oane report alludes to ** inadeju-
atc preaching,” and adds : ** Therz 15 2 teadency
to lower the hugh and holy dutics of the ministry
into a rowtine wotk, and in our abgorplion ia
Christian service 10 get out of touch with Chust.”
This is a truc witness, aad yet over agan it is to
be set the fact thateverywhere the plaig, practical
preac.ing of the Word  of the Cioss is sull con-
sidesed the most powerful means of overconung
the dolefal list of bindsance, Tharze 1s no repost
which docs 20t speak ol persunal desling asa
most impartant complement of public screices.
Some rcports, however, seemzd to doub? whether
the young men ate sought alicr, in the wotkshop
orthe ficld, aad dealt with as ienderfuily and
faithfully as their templatons and their slowness
to cocfess Christ astheir Lotd demand. The
ciiculation of pood literatute is by sowmc emphasiz-
cd as an offset 10 the prevalence andallarements
of vile publications.

It is gratifyiop to find that sessivas speak
more chicetfully this year than lzst nf the success
of their eflotts.  Victotia Iicsbyiery says : > The
caccusagemenlsare vesy many and very greal.
The tonc of socicty has undesgone  a zevolction
dmizg; thepast six or scvea years.  The tideof
sentiment has so 7isen that what was lovked upon
wi:h favor, wozld not now be wlerated ™~ and the
bynod of Butish Columliza adds that slaw a5 the
prugicss may scem, and adearcee s manifo.

The Synod 0" Maantelbiand the North-West bears
testimony that pessisicat labos for Chrstand
godly example aic hasing their duceffect s while
oac ul its szssions 3ejoizes that of thase who were
once a kindrance, sume are nux carnest Chrise
tians.  Othar soutees of cacnzrapeneat are
**cvideal apprecation of the means of grace,
**z spirit of hatmony a the Chaich,” **incicased
consecration of God's prople,” **the pallars of the
Choeh, staightand solid,” *“thoscaicasein
Zion getting uacomfoitable.” and in gezeral the
toae ol theorepotts ischeery. Thc spuit of our
Chuzch is not that ofthosc who say, ** Resi and
bLc thankfal,” Lot miker that of those who,
gratefolfor past Llessicgs and conscious of per-
sozal vaworthiness, set themselves to mote car-
nest effort and more fanhfal praye: for the Ume
o come.
The report makes the following recommeada

ations :~1. That sessions beagain strongly ad-
vised to hold meetings for devotional parposes
and for conferencs oa the spititaal condition of
their coagregations.

2. That sessions a0d Pregbrieries be asked in
their coaferences on the state o zeligion to coa-
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sider the best means of pressing the subject of
family religion upon their peogle, and in particu-
lar to urge this duty upon the heads of families
whea they become communicants.

3. That ministers be invited, in view of the
special difficulties of young muen, to make every
cfiort to Lriog before them individually the matter
of personal religion.

SANBATH 5CHOOLS.

Therepost ofthe Cotnmittecon Sabbath Schools,
of which the Rev. T. ¥. Fotheriogham is the
etficient and indefatigable convener, and who pre-
sented it fully and inexcellent shape, says: ** As
appoiated by last Assembly, the woik of your
Committee has been divided between the conven-
er and two vice-conveners, The Rev. J. \V,
Rae, vice.convener for Statistics, has prepared
the statistical tables and the comments upon them.
The Rev. W. Faiquharson, vice-convener for
Hipher Religious Instiuction, submits the report
and appendices connected with that depariment.
The convener deals with the publications of the
commuttee and its finances.*

In consequence of this sub-division of labour
the report is most full, orderly and complete. The
publications of the Church are steadily rising in
cxcellence both in mechanical execution and in
the matter of them ; and the finances af the com-
mittec, which have hampared it in the past, atc im-
proviog so that in a shost lime this difficulty wilt
be overcome.  Onc member of the Assembly and
only one ventured to make some strictures on both
the mechanical and brain work of the Church's
Sablath  school periodicals. The report was
rexdily adopted by the Assembly, and on motios,
made aud carried. the Moderator conveyed the
thanks of the Asscmbly in cordial and apprecia-
tive terms to the converer. The examinations in
the subjects taupht in connection with Sabbath
schools and classes for Higher Relipious Instiuct-
100 are being taken advantage of toa greater ex-
tent from year toyear. Thesummary of statistics
under the heads of attendance and recitations
shows a marked increase, and itis only in con-
tributions that for some reasop, there is a falling
off under some heads, while in others there is a
largz increase.

TEMUIERANCE.

The report on Temperance was presented to
the Assembly by the Rev. Stiles Fraser, the able
and cothusiastic convencr of the Assembly’s Com-
milicc on this subject. Since discussions arose
upon strictutes made in the report on the repost
ot the Commission of the Dominion Govern-
ment, which has been invesigating this subject,
the sympathy of the Assembly with the com-
mittee bLeing uomistakable, we quote only a few
seotences of the 1eport which throuphout bas the
true sing of courage and faith in final triumph.

THE QUTLOGK.

The cutlook is hopeful, notwithstanding the
great difiicaltics that bave 10 be met.  The many
agencicsat_work inthe interests of Temperance
and Prohibition are more than ever alest, aciive,
and agpressive. The men asd women who are
makiog use ol these agencies are oot oaly rapidly
increasing in pumbers, Lut are aiso becoming
more firmly fixed in their purposc o complelely
100t out the liquor traftic, in condemnation of
which the scligious tone of the whole couatry is
cmpkatic.

A geoeral survey of the whole field is well fitted
to give much cncouraement. Compated with
tketwo precediog years of plebiscite agitation, the
last year has bezn a quict one, but one that has
been fruitful of good 1eselis.  There has
beea little zgitaticn, but much solid work.
Feundatioos have beea laid in the exeellest edu-
cational work that has been done $o the Church
and in the schools. The leaven of Temperance
hat becn steadily leavesing the whole lomp.,
Takiop the country as a whole, the children of
to-day ace total abstaioers from principle more
than were their father or their forefathers. The
very frcat extzat to which this statement istroc is
onc of the most encouraging things about the
Temperance movemeat.

Two thiogs remain to be done: (1) Continue
the wotk of edecatiol in the priaciples 2ud prac.
tisc of Temperance with unabated zeal; Iabor
carncstly and prayefully for the uplrinpiog of a
Receration of total-abstainers. (2) Use every
possible meaos to restrict, and fiaally prohidit, the
liquor trafic, so that the temptaticas to drink
may be removed from the way of the weak and
the cawary.

RRSOLUTIONS,

feit Resolood: 1. That this Assembly gives
thanks to God for the continced growth of Tem-
peraace sentiment =nd practice throzghont the
=ads of the Chatch, for the wood work done by
a large majority of congregations oa behalf of the
young—cither sccording: 1o the Assembly's ** Plan
of Woik.™ or aloag similar lines lings—and Trges
ministers and other office-bearers, members and
adhcreats, 1o coatinue the diligent use of ail pio-
per meaus to despen that seatiment angd iacease
that practice; aad farther tecommends the
** Plan of Work" as well fitted to help congrepa-
tinns indoing cffective work among theiv child-
reo and youth.
2. Thata more promiacat place bepiven fo
Temperanee in prayer meetings, znd 1hat oze
people be asked te make it 2 subject of prayer 1o
God 1hat Temperanee principles may be streapth-
cncd and advanced, and that intemperance may
::c ;_cmovcd by the catire suppression of theliguor
rafh
3- That Presbyleries be enjuiced to watch
over thewnteresis of Temperance witdin 1! zir res.
Fective boands, noie thecoane of events beasing
wpon the movement, bold conleresces upoa thz

sabject, and report direatly to the Amemdly'’s
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Committe on Temperance, as well as tathe Cum
mittecs of Synods.

EIGHTII DAY,

Many mattess of greater or lets importance
came before the Assembly to-day and were tush-
cd through with preat has'e.  Some ¢f thesz are
referred to elsewhere, and will fromn time to time
during the year bz noticed in our columns. kuor
the present we merely notice the lollowing ¢

The Rev Dr. Sedpwick brought up, as he had
promised, the matter of the Presbytery of Whitby
haviog elected as its Moderstor 2 ruling elder.
It was referred to the Syned of Toeronte and
Kiogston to deal with according to the law of
the Church.

CHURCH aNu MANSE £YILDING FUND

The mmpottaot report of the Church and
Aaose Fuad of Manitoba and the Northwest
was read by the Rev. Peter Wright, of Portage la
Prairic.  The Board assisted 1o crect five manses
3nd twenty six churches, and made fous loans and
one grant for buildings previously erected, making
a total of thirty-six congregations aided during
1594 95. The manses arc frame and valued at
$5.300. Of the churches, one 15 bingk, four log,
and twenty-four frame, and valued at $23.750.
The total grants thus would be $2,753, the loans
$0,100, o1 $5,885 in all.  Of the conpregations
helped. nine arc in the Province of Manitoba,
scven in Assiniboia, one in Saskatchewan, cleven
in Alberta and eight in British Columhia. The
cammittee appealed for more liberal suppost lrom
individuals aad cungregations. ’

The very imporiant subject of reducing the
representation of the Chutch in the Geoeral Ase
sembiy was taken up, in a very thin house, by
overture from Prosbyteries in the distant east and
west. A committce subsequently brought in a
tepott oo the subjeet, through the Rav. K. D,
Fraser, supgesting a reduction by half, from onc-
fourth to oac-cipht. This was hzld to be tov
sweeping, and it was made onc-sixth and passed,
10 b= sent down 1o Preshyteries.

Church union was broupht up on a zcport by
Rev. Dr. Caven on this sutject. Ie spoke
strouply, seconded by Rev. De. Grant, on the im.
porlacce of having such a body to discuss salj:cts
of this peacral characrer.  In connection with this,
the propesed scheme for a federal court drawn up -
by the Mecthodist CLurch was submitted and re-
ferzed to the Commttee on Church Uniun, which
was reappointed.

REV. IR, ©RE .0 HONCRED,

T'rincipal Grant maved a sesolution recopaize
ing the cminent scivites tendered to the Picsby-
tenan Church by Professor Grepg in the course
of his lonp caicer, and the resolution was passed
caanimously.

CHINEME IMMIGRATION. .

A brief but adimated discussion arose on this
suhject on the presentation of n sepost upca it by
Panapal Grant.  The contraverted point wasthe
question nf the restriction of Chiacse immipeants.
la casc it wese necessary, Dr. Graot ceatendad it
should be by tcaty with China, and aot in ats
present athitraty wmaoner.  Several members
spoke for and apaiast. Dr. Graat, cl.siog the
delate, mid the recommendation of the com-
miltee was gareful and cactions, and in strong
terms be deaounced the injostice donc to the
Chinese.  Rev. Dr Maclaren supporied his view
and, the vole being taken, the report wss sastained.
A commiitee was appainted on the subject, the
Rev. Principal Graal, Coavener.

AVSTRMATIC RENEFICENCE.

The Rer. Dr. Mozrisun read the seport on this
sabiect. It relercd gratefally to the fact of the
Charch beiog able, in a year of deep fisancsal de-
pression. throngh the voluniary coatiibatioss of its
members, 1o discharqe its tinaacial obligations, as
speakicg well fos the consciences of out people,
and the cfiective methods in operation in all oar
congecgations. It concluded by porating oat that
the nresent 1ate of giving is $2 go_per faxily, and
$1 Go per commaunicant, which, ia the face of the
teeds of the work, 1t did nat sephrd a5 an adeqaate
proportion.

Attention was qived o 2 number of items
in the closicg miastes of the Assembly. The
Moderztor then addressed in filting terms the
few still romaining, makiap passing refercace to
some of the salient featares of the Assembly.
Professor Maclaten 1ed in prayer; a Psalm was

sung, and the Assembly was dissolved, with the
benadiction, proaouaced by Rev. D:, Reid.



