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ig ai ber history will flot bc guilty of propounding somte re-
jtcted heresy with ait tht gravity oi a new itscovery of trutb.
Nor wil he suffer himself to be seriously alarnied by the new
theology or the igber criticism. Many similar movornents
bave been met and incorporated intc the Church's hie, In
Ibis age alSO shqwilt easily absarb ail the trulli which these
invesigators have ta offer, and blow the chaft mb a blivion.

The prcacher ai to-day must bc a student of the signs ai
the imes. 1 do nat nleau by this terni that mcîhad ai inter-
pretiug the Scriptures which fiads a third-rate French painti-
cianoan a white horse ini the Apocalypse, or which gitans (roum
the language ai Daniel a knowledge ai the last things flot
atained by the Son oi God. But 1 mean cultivating the
power ta grasp the tendencies of modern thought, the abiity
ta sec waetber the main current is flowng that we may be able
to influence il, and ta use il in the service af the Lard.

It has been well said, "The warld maoves ar.d we must
move with it il we are ta be ni nov use ia il as preachers.
Truth, no doubt, is ane and unchanging, the Gospel knows
no variation, but the changes which have came on mca,
through the counties variety ai influences that affect them,
nay titcesitate altératiaons in aur mode af presentin,,, the
truth. Human language changes, miodes ai thought change,
human convictions change, and ail this must bc takea itt
accouai by thase wbo would bc wise in wnaîag saus.-
(Oliver: IlWhat and Haw ta Preach'] For example, we need
to bc able ta uaderstand the risc ai a mavemeot like the Sal-
vatian Army, ta apprehend what lemenîs were wanting in
the Christian Church which the labour ai ibis new organiza-
lion supplies, and what there is in bunian nature among the
lower classes ai society ta which it can sa powerfully appeal.

Il might be abjectcd ta ail Ibis that ils acquisition would
make every minister an Admirable Crichion, and that there
is no imei for it amid the pressing and inultitudinous dulies ai
modern pastoral lufe. Then il is the more necessary that ail
the years ai préparation for the ministry should be crowded
wih diligent and wiscly selected readiag, and ncoî wasted in
otLer pursuits, however pions or apparentty useful.

Again, we in the pastorale ougbt la consider whether we
are not suffering ourselves ta be saddled with innumnerable
social and executive trifles whicb do not sa clasely pertain ta
ot work as the investigation ai the themes 1 have menîioned.
There is ample scopie for reflectian wbether we mighî flot
profitably rmake ron.n for saime ai these things by reiusing ta
continue a number ai ibose iributes which the religious
Madame Grundy exacts ai us under pain af her dispîtasure,
but which yield us no adequate retura. And besides we need
ta study the art af mastering the priaciples ai a subject with-
ouI burdtning ourselves wiîh ail ils complir.ated details ; we
ueed taobe able ta tear the vitals out ofa book with precision
anddespatcb, anid'to cultiý'te thé iacuItý ai discovering
epocb.making books tbat we may grasp the meaning and atti-
tude ai aur age throngh them.

Il. The Christian preacher for ta-day must bc a man af
noswerving layalty la îruîb. This means that bce must preacb
troin bis own txpérience and according ta ils interpretatian ai
the word. Ht must be as far as possible froni îampering
witb bis moral or even witb bis intellectual conclusions. If hie
speaks il must bc because he believes with ail the force ai a
clear conviction and feels with tvery fibre af a sensitive beart.
Amnîd the many subtît teniptatians ta disregard titis obliga-
tion with whicb we art assailed ta.day, tht preacher needs a
high endowmcnt ai that moral energy wbich we catI manli-

Iu thai dtligbtful book, Il'The Preacher and His Models,"
whicb almost every minister and theological studeat bas
been rtading titis lasi year, Dr. Staîker says: The polisit
given by éducation tells, noa doubt, but the size ai tht primor-
dial mass ai manhaod tlls still mare. . . . People do flot
noir respect tht cîoth unness îbey find a man inside afi it'

The comman conception ai the minisîrv, especially
amang i!Teligiaus young men, is that il is flot a manly
,iocation. They stemi ta bave the impression thaithere is anà
eerentoaima, snealcing, efreminate insincerity about il;
that it is a calling wbose memnibers irorn, a thitd sex, s0atai
the buman race is camposed af men, womer. and clergymen
(enumtraed ini the descendiàg scale). Thty havt imbibtd
the notion thnat the preacher must bc coddled by a différeni
mnode ai address, a different kind af diet and a different
aethod 01 treatment fram that whicb tbey accord ta allier
moen. Tbey imagine that be is a soit putîy kind ai a man on
whom every pas ser-by caJîtcave the mark ai bis knuckles if
'he be sa minded, but wbose unspeakable weakness -il is
=tnrous ta treit î iî hebcvcry greatest consideration. They
fancy him ont who lives on public cbarity, and wbo rarely
* gve.s a quid ftro quo, who requires a special. rate whtn bc
trivels, and wber be buys gonds and aver wbose property lte
State must suspend its right ai taxation, because il is a de.
cent and religions tbing ta do sa. Ih is only a short step tram
ail Iis ta regard lte preacher as subscribing à crccd which
le no langer believes, and' preaching doctrines répugnant ta
bis awn reason for a marsel af bread[Ib ere have been
Individuals whose character tvidently b~ek ibdis concep-

'lion these critics sid, «"Wbat a puty sûib a fine fellow," tc.
Naw, although there may bave been bere and titere samne

* Roonfs for such an opinion, il neïer was a truc piture ; aiid
;à oght ta be, and really is, an anachronism to-day. Nomnan
is readier ta endure barduess- than thé good saldier ai jes us
Christ. But bc mùst, zmore than everj be prepared ta stand
before ail, men à ntbe gratrnd ao' bis tmué .rùânhood, and
tKtive the came tréatiment as ail others.. Ht must bave ini
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bim such a keen sense ofitonour, such a sensitii', chivalrous
spirit that bce will decline any special advantage accorded ta
him on thc ground ai some medîoeval concepton ai bis office.

Tht preacher's loyalty ta trutit must flot only be a manly
fairncss, lte soul ai honour, but also a fearless, iteroic bravcry
which dates everything for God and thte iigbest interests ai
maakiad. We need aaw a bigher order ai courage than that
with which aur fathers faced bbc lire ; a courage which is nat
only the instinct af battle which nerves ibseli ta do and endure
whea somte conflict draws near ; but aIea with calm, cnduriag
patience stands by an uapopular cause in ils weakest boum
whirh esists the domination ai natrrw prejudices and tra-
ditionalismn within tht Cburch as well as ber comman lacs
without ; and whîcb pcrseveringly sans and mines at public
opinion until tht unwelcome truth ie uaiversally acknowledged
and appropiat action iollows. Tht Presbyterian. Citurcit
will always expect a higb order ai courage in bier miaisters.
The raditions of ber martyrs, confessors and cavenanters
ought toa inspie aitliber children ta stand by their convictions
thougit the heavens fail. Her puipit is no place for poltroons.

Seldom did lte preacher need a more deinite iaitb, a
stouter-hcarted courage ai conviction, or a more unswerving
loyaity ta lrutb Ihan at tht present lime. Most poweriul and
hastile forces are aroiund us neutratizing aur influence, and
undoing aur work ; and la weak moments we will bc olten
îempted ta abandon te unequal sîrile. Whai mean lte
echots ai a conflict, almost like a civil war, which bave
scarcely died away fron i-nie af the states ai the neighbaum-
ing Rcpublic? Are titese the first throes af a gigantic
social slruggle in which tht class degradation, and tbe politi-
cal and economic abuses oi ail Europe will be paintully
ataned for by tvery land ?

What means tbc match ai aur Churches up among the
habitations ai tht weaitby and away (rom tht dwellings ai tht
poor in almast ait aur large centres ai population? is the
Gospel afijesus Christ la, became a perquisite af the cuîtured
and well to-do and for that reason an offence ta hlm who
most needs ils consolation and ils inspiration ta rightteous-
ness ? Has the itonest artisan been soured and made tht
encmy ai Godes trutb by tht careless cantempi ofaua aristocra-
tic Christianity? Il so, il will bc largeîy in vain for us ta îry
ta reclaim himi by tht ciîy missianary ailer he bas been
alienaîcd in spirit. We bad better make beroic efforts ta
maintain tht primitive ideal ai the Hanse ai God wherc the
rich and the poar met together before the Lord who is tht
maker ai thein ail.

The worsbip af maicrial things bas, in tnany quarters,
wholly superseded tht worship af God. Unscrupulous
meîhods in public lite are applauded by à large part alte
population as consummate statesmnanship. A. black, dismal
stream af pnverty, anguish and crime is fiowing ahit ver the
land lrom tht organîzed iniquities ai tht liquar îraffic. Gamb-
ling is stili the amusement ai many, and the seriaus employ-
ment aif not a few. Conscience and self-respect are foreign
ideas ta a vast number ai men.

Within tht paie ai the Protestant Churcb there is muct
weU . fitted la make a t-mid man uneasy. Tht great question
with many able scboiars is-Havc we a supernatural revela-
lion at ail, or have we simply a sacred literature, witich is, sa,
fat, tht higbest expression ai tht religiaus facuhty in man, but
witich in fits tumoi will be supplanled by samcîhing higher and
better in the great evolution ai bumnaniîy under tht influence
af tht Zeitgeist. Amang sorte believers in a revelation tht
atonement is rcpudiated, ai least in ils aid bistoric sense, and
tht appeal is once moret ta tht Covenant ni warks. That
sacerdotal systemn which cannects ail grace with a figment ai
apastolic succession grows daily ntae arrogant and uncam-

prmsing. Sacramentalismn is once mort rearing ils bead
weewe sbould least expect ta flnd it. Tht methods eni-

pîoyed for reviving the Church's lufe are 100 olten mechanical
and their rtsuts transitai-.

Tht preacher may shut bis cyts ta these tendencies and
keep on bis own way. But il isi better for bu ta look tbraugit
îbemn and beyond îhemn if bc can. Sureîy in ail these things
there is a loud cati for loyalty ta Itrutit on tht part af imuwto
hopes taleadnmenta Gadin Christ. Sometimes bis difficulty
wiII be ta maintain that courageous iaith in truth'and
rigbteousness wbich is sa necessary for grappling sùcccssiuîly
witb bis work.

Ht may be greatly helped by considering tht adaptation
afube Gospel ta tht deepest needs ai man, by remembering
ils pasi triumpits over the lare oai-tht wise and tht might ai
tht sîrong, by grasping the confident predictians af tht HaIy
Scripttures whicb outdine a certain victory for lte trutb, but
most ai ail by close conmmunion with the HoIy One. Ht who
maintains au ntbroken teltowship with t Eternal wiil bid
ltai belortelite light and majesty ai that divine presence the
mists ai earîh wiil cltai- away <'Ht that dwelleth n the
secret place ai tht Most Higb shaîl abide under tht shadow
ai tht Aîmigty" Ht yull catch sometbing ai tht dignity,
stabiîity and imperturbable caîni ai the Infinite Ot. Obtain-
îng snme glimpses ai tht future fromn 'tht divine point ai view
he wilh flot allow bimscîi ta bc consumtd with impatience,
nar petulant anxiety about resulîs. ' BRe titat believetit shalh
flot make haste."

il 1. Tht Christian breacher for ta-day nceds ta be a man
ai skill and power ian using t-ut. Ht oughî flot ta be wiat
is called in Scatîand "1anc o) God's gawks,"ant encyclo-
paffia ai knowledge or a maving conscience, or bath coni-
bined. Ht must be a man ai action, àt clearheaded, quick-
wiîîed, whle.souled i-foamer I His mental endowmients, and
especially bis wealtb aofittàrt and vigour ai devotioailift,will i ndeed be uselul in a higit degret as he lives an -eamnest,
holy lite among men, for in sa doing be reproduces tth ie
af tht greai exemplar, tht Son af God. Character in the
preacher is ai vast impartance. But in addition ta ibis be
is tht active. champion ai tub, au auîside conscience ta the
sinner, the awakener ai new and bigber liethmougbout the
wbole cammunuty in wich bc dwells. He must not onty be
armed with tbe sword ai trutbh but bce-must know how ta
wield il in caurageous and successini battît "for tht Lo)rd.
Té obtain tht love and respect of a Christian c6niregation
and ta minîster ta, the needs oi 'ts onembers for *a liietime is
no, very difficult task with ordinary. grace. 'But to conquer
the kngdom- a itii, ta reclaini the devotees af vice, ta
côunteract tht-spirit oi woridliniess,. ta bring the wbole cam-.
munity ûe3rer ta tht ,spi-it ,of Cbit tbïn' We fouad :, is
bard, bear:-breaking womk. . To accomplisb it ?-morÏ~than in-
struction is needed'; instruction.as a moins 1t6 -an e nd, viz.,
spiritualýqùickîn!ng. White t il- wisè ta make every njùnc-

lion ta, duty or la tht enjaymcnb ai privilege i-est on a flrm,
doctrinal basis, lte gi-cat need af man is flot knowledgc, but
lie. Tht warsî man in Mlontreal knaws mare titan the bcst
man can do. Hence lte cryiag need for power in lte preacit-
er ta arouse lte dormant conscience aad awaken te whole
higiter man. Almost evemy writer on peaching tas tried
ta analyze that element ai ministerial efficiency whicit we
calIl «power, " and bas iailed. It bas been painted ouIttat
every kind ai power is in ils own nature indescribable.
Wbaî s gravitation? Or magnetism? Or lufe? Do titese
farces flot always elude a sensible and exhaustive <efinition ?
Sa dots tht preachem's 1,ower, yet it is a tertibly reai tbing,
notwitstanding its myslery. Ont man says certain words,
and tbey arc merely decent common-place ; another says
them, and ihey clectrify an audience, anîdawaken unquencl-
aible desires aller holiness and God. This spiritual eaergy
may bc present in a higb degret. alang, with very imperfect
views ai îmutb, and the utter absence ai ail gaces ai
speech. And it may be coaspicuously absent froni the mast
perfect and flnished discourse. The Saivationist vehementîy
repeaîing his ane idea at the street corner often rouses ta
newness ai lite some utterly imperviaus ta tht appeals of lite
reiuiar minisîry. Have wc flot knawn itudents advised by
their proiessors ta turn aside ta other callings because ai
their Iack ai gifîs ? But they persisted, and bebold some af
tem proved Iheir divine caîl by dcveloping wonderiui facil-
ity for maviag mcnanmd rousing and organizing vast armies
ai workers. Again and again among aur acquaintances we
have seen illustrations ai tht savereign grace ai God, which
clearly indîcated titat, witcn tht Holy Spirit is a factor iante
case, we cati neyer predici vzhat tht results tmay bc. Thte.e
fore it weIl becomes us ail ta seek lte divine btessing ai
power by prayer, by reflectian on te îruth connected wiîh
it, by eture cansecration ta te service ai God ian helping
flen.

This age seems ta demand special fresitness and varicty in
pulpit îeacbing. From thetotpics ai Ihose who adverîise thern
be(orttand we leama lte effort which is made la comply
witt titis desire. While a very large number af titese top-
ics arc chaste, appropriat and timely, there seems ta bc
carcely a crime, or an execution, or a social scandai, or a

prize flgbî, whîch is flot used by some sensation-manger ta
pander ta a vulgar laste and ta sweîL bis repuitation and bis
churct revenue ai the same turne. White we have no daubt
that te very mention ai some ai these things in lte puipit is a
degadation afitis mission, there is a passibiliby ai using the
events about witich aur hearers are titinking ino tht way of
illustration so as ta find a readier point ai contact with
their îhaughîs and lodge a bigher trutin titeir minds. Tht
temperance mavement, tht conflict between labour and capi-
tal, social!ism, gambling, dishoacst metitads in business and
ail iorms ai Sabbath-breaking are allowcd by lte mast canser-
valive ta be wetl wthin tht spitere ai occasional puipit trea.-
ment. But these must not fo-m lte sîriple ai aur preaching
by any means, nor is it wise ta altow any autside arganiza-
tion ta dictate ta us baw allen we shahl treat tbem. And
whcn we do discuss tem il must be cItai- that ihc± moral and
spiritual recanstucîian ai rnen is lte end sougiti thi-augit
tem.

But tht besi method ai securing baith iesbness aiud vat-
ieîy is ta fllaw closehy lte language and the*arrangement ai
Sciipture. There we have tbc frestness ai nature, lte ex-
haustless vaiety ai tht divine mind. luo the discoutses of
Alexander Maclaren, ai Mancitester, we bave beautiful ex-
amples aifltefi-ibl and profitable resuits of allowing every
phrase, moud and tense ta deliver ils messagt in the speech of
la-day.

As another adaptation af aur message ta lte spirit ai aur
lime il secms ta me that we need mare titan ever ta, present
the bight and j ayons side ai the trutit. I venture tht sugges-
tion Ibat titis is a somewbat sad and pensive age. If you
doubt Ibis, cansider how aur citildren are pushed tram stage
ta stage of sîudy far beyond their ycars ; how lte bours once
appoinîed for play are flledl wiîh music, paintiang or calis-
thenics; and how early on Ibis continent îhcy are litile aId
men and aId women. Even the university student bas won-
dtrfully cbanged siance I firsi knew bim. No langer dots be
teai- aiang the street like a tind let loase, leaving a raw ai
itattemed doors and a group of brtîblss polictmen fat bc-
hind bim. Ht now walks quieîly alang witb a commade,
gi-avely discussing tht Unknowablt. Tht business man ries
ta do in twenty-five vears amid special difficultits what it
taok oui- fathers fifty years ian casier circumstances ta accani-
plisb. Hteik muc i n single ventures, and be bas tai
stady lar-reaciting complications. Conseqnently bc is a'man
of many cares. He needs fia Jugubriaus preacher ta bell bum
taittis worhd is a wildemness af wac and ta stand bim tfram

divine service saddci- than te camne. We have ail istened ta
preaciting which secmed ta rathe a mouldcriang skehtton ini
mcn's faces and ta make te divine gaverriment ai earth a
reign ai terrai-. But te very purpase ai the Gospel is ta,fling tht bright bow aci God's cansoliang promises on tht darlcchaud ai buman grief and came. ' Cmfott ye, camiart ye
My people, saitit your God. Speaic ta the heart ai Jerùsa-
lem. , No weak stfltimentalism which emasculaies tht Gos-
pel will realiy camiortlite sin-sick beau. Tht' conscience
will inslinctively repudiate a forgivencss witich is flot iouanded
on rigtteousness. Without in ttc leait minimizing ox ccon-

maretand moi-elte inspiration and tht blcssing of preaciing
tht glad tidings ai great joy which bave been given us for
ail people ; tht passibiliîy ai absot ctitainty rogarding
oui- standing ian Christ; te tender affectionate inîci-cat ai
tht living God in ever individual man; tht inflnite wisdam
ai His procedure with us in tht ordinary course .ai Bis Pro-
vidence; and lté unqueslionable peacç, ghory and power
ai service, m wtach, i we are good and abedient, bis train-
ing shall ultimately end. Wt need ta carry with us.sonne-
'tbing ai thtehiigtncss ai aur Loi-d's ninist-y and Hi. abso-
lt Ireedom [irnm despaandency cancei-ning man's condition,
dark as Ht knew it ta bt-thus to, spread belame tht wear
and tht cameworn a relresbment sadly needtd and sometmmes
deephy dtsired.

Froni etry revirwi bovever bti and fragmtnîtary, of tht
preacber's duties, difficulties and responsibilitits, we turu'
wiîh tht question-ai Paul, "' Who i.' sufficient for-ibhuï,
tbings? I But wheu this cry is wrung'trotn tht solit istht
sign ai being iited into-lellowsblpwith tht sufleings ci.tht
-Son ai Gôd, and theré is revealed to b tht'- privileges-i
ministeningpeace and consolation which s angael-n %zbt.
'tnvyi and whosc'crow no man cau take away.


