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J acali Sirong ! J ohn tldlis iotiter haang afîerwaa d, ilat
1 te Bible liad been searched froati ui0 end ond nmfnita good

naine for a gond îîî.aî, itae better tctan tiî,îî -ould iha% e heen
foti for tîtear nets irienti. Not tuai eitiher aofte patriamcl's
naaines itted hunit e.actîy. lia was nutal saaip) la cter," aaid
tboîagb lie %%as an thie righîî side, as un atae %wiîo knew Iiiiitîeih
woîiid dany or even doît, yet if one had waslafed Intlul ias
chaacter in twa words, il waatild nat itave beeta as 'la soidier
of God" iliat one wouhcl bave described hnit, liit lie was li
many ways very lke the patriarclilas ive sec Iiaut inthIe Bable
sîary. Hi as iise, hie as îvly, fleb %vas patient. Ha caaahd
bide bis utte, and secure bis i-hainie, and ienit camte ta thai,

- thai lie baîd ta yeid, or bhurnbl.e imiiself, to îîîeît loss, or ta
dispense heyond w1c.t %vas pleasing In a marian wltooka reason-
able satisfaction in geaing andc in holdinîg, he couid yet do il
witbout wvincing visibiy Ha wvas fortunata in beaaîg an tba
bapds ai iwo gaod %vonten, bis natîer and bis %vafe, wlto knew

hum uel, and ioved lim wvel, rnd wbo were jeahous for bis
bonour before mnen, and for bas singieness of heart hefore
Cod.

0f course Johns Lkuoiwedge ai lis charcter camte later,
and by sow degrees. Buît even an this first night lie tvas
gmeaaly interesîad in bis tahk, wliicb 'vac ai once Ilworîdly
wisa and lteavenly simaple," as lie afaerivard beard one of bis
neigbboîtrs say. And Jacob %vas strang an nature as in nana.
Ha cauid '"bold on." He lnd paid every dollar wbicli bis
lamai had originally cost hini, by thie work of lis atm bands
an other aîtn's tartns. AndI vitue help cf bis inoîbar first,
and than aoflis %vite, IIwba eaclî carried a gaod head on bar
shauldars," as ha îald John, lie had amade îî pay. l3y and by
ha added anoîber bundred acres tn the firsi ltundred, and
ater, wiien "ithe Western faver " set in, and people began il'
alk about prairie lands, and great wheat farmns o be madaeut

thare in tlue far WNest, one ai lus neiglibours soid oui îo huit,
and Jacoh's two liundred aLres be'-aatîe four.

"And that s about as muL.h as 1 ivant to bave on my)
barids, tilt labour conias 10 cost less, wich tvon'î be for a spail,
as tings iook, now," said ha.

AUibtis lia told ta John white a second beavy showem Uapt
him waitirig. Before the ain was ovar, Wllie Bain was ai
ras: for the niglit, ta Nlrs. btrongs zouth chamber. Theri
John told ait tha: ivas uecessary for thein to knoit about the
lad,-bow, thouglih bad known friands ai bis aihornte, he
had navar sean tha lad hînîsaif until he bad ne ima by chance
on the lake shora. Fnding hini alone and ill, ha had takan
him homne and camad for hint. Bain was better naw, and would
soori ha wail. \es, ha nîaant io slay n the country. As 10
himseli, John cauld flot say wbc:lier liec uîd stay long or not -

the chances wame ha would meamati for a tame.
Then wban tbe ain searîed o. ._r, Jahn rose ta go. The

folk whera tliay lved miglit be troubled about thean. He liad
something tu do in tha moning, blit in te course aifithe day
ha wouid conie hacl, for bis friand And with manv tbanks for
their kindiness ta the lad, lie îool, bis deparrura

Sinca William Bain had acknoladged bas naie, John
thought il rigbt thax M. Haddan sbould ha iniarnîad oai ls
arrivaI in the town, and nae.t mornang ha went again to sec
him, ai bis place of busaness. Ha wab a good deal surpmsad
at the manner an wliach M. Haddan raceived hit. It ivas
nat ai ail as ana racaivas a sîangar, he thouglit, but tha reasan
ivas scion made clear t0 im.

John Beaton .vas flot altogethar a stranger ta MNr. Had-
dan. His name liad been mîenaoned an botb laîters 'ladc
Allison had written, as anae t'o had hean willing In ta crand
lier brother whiteaha was an prison, and %-hobu ihed ta Mil be
fraend hîîm sînce ha was sel frc. John toIt! of bis meeting
wiîb the lad, allhias llcss andritbs goond fortune in falling in
thaeliands ai the kand people out lit the farntu

fIlI must ha the Sîrongs you ara spcakliata ao.Cartainly
ha could ha an no brier liands, if lie sihi needs tie ctakan
camre ai. And the longer ha is Iliere. te htter a: ivii ba for
him.,

" 1Ivould hke efal In ]cave filam here for a wlile, if titey
wtere wlling ta U-ccp litîît. Ialt se hIow thangs look when I
go oui for lim to-night."

Oi lits awn affairs or intenliaras John tSaid iotiîg lie
spart the. resu ai the îornuttg in lookiîig about hauti, in artier
ta ascariain vhit sort ai work tbere ivas ta bce(loue an the
tawn, 10 whîch hae nîgbî put bis hanîl wîîb a hope ai sticu.ess.
Thaee was building gaîng an, and! lic camte a Lislta a %,,ice
yard, tvhere stane.cuiang was donc, and lite >.îad ta baaaacif,
tbat i hey wvouîd but gave haut a chance, be waîîld fith to, andI
do bis hast for a white ai leasa.

but ha ddt algala inqture ai on, r tiietnl t1inking
of the day wlicn he first trird i i:nd nilhe granite of
Aberdeen, and carnet! bis shilling bainre lie laid the haaiur
down again.

I migbî have donc better, hut ilîinImîglia bave done
wos," ha admatt! wib nul unreasanable satisfauston. IlAndI

-if 1 take ai up agaîn, i nceatnat ha 'for.atantint.tnrc,' as aîid
Cronibie woaîld say. I must sac the lad fairiy set lai lioncst
womk, and thtan I îîîay go utîy w

l e fr edhinimseu lfa :c place, and was takan on ai once.
His wagcs wcre ta ha decided upon whien lits first dday's work
shouit! ha dane, -and i îîccd fiaI hasaid thai lits wagcs wac !
the hast.

WVhaeui li went ta the btrong farnu tîtat nigba, ha fount! that
M. Haddcen had been Iliere hefare béni. NVilicB.ai's rirbt
word tobîrn was.

'Wby id you ncver telaut that ye hat scean aur Allie ~
"Do ye no' mind that, tilt lasi nipbî you neyer toit! me

youm name How was 1 io ken ?" added John, as Willic bung
lits heat!. "1dad ken you as soon as cvcr 1 saw yvour face.
i els, I1Ihave sean your sster. She is safeic: hcre sha is "o:

* evîl bant!d an oucb ber, and! in a white she is crnting ouitliera
te yau."

Pnor Willie was but wcat- vea. -andthe tlears wcrc unnanZ
down bis checks, whie John toit! him n tifew womds what bis
sistet hat bcean doing, bow siteliat won the respect of ail wbo
bat! knawn ber,.at! bd ow she bat!nnw garia aîay (rom Scotland
wiîh a good iricnd, but tvas iookirig forward ta the lîma wltcn

blhe niglit join lier braither, so that they niiglit have again a
home togeiber.

IlAnd, \Villie, niy lad," added John, gravely, "lif 1 had a
lister likze yours, 1 would makte a ian of inyseif for bier sale."

II ota are a mani already," said Wiiie, ivtla a sound wlich
miiglit have been either a iaugbi or a soi). IlAs for anc-yes, i
ken 1 b.îvella been îaking riglit care of myscif for a while.1
fell binoii bhands down yondcr. liut now 1 have you, and 1
%vili be a mani for Allie'ssae

'Tl'ey Iad heen tokens visible of tbe fact that the yoîang
111.n lhad nual een " taking care of limiiseif," but ) ohn had
spoi<en no word whicb betrayed bis knowiedge.

Thiey %vereti te garden it this lime, siîting i a %vide,
green walk, hetwcen higli rows of ctrrant buslbes, a great
apple tree making a graieful shade artitnd (hein. ily.and-by
(bey rose and waikced tap tai( down, Johnt Iendang bis streaîgth
ta hcelp bas fricud's weaklîess ; And i e asked.

\Votild youa liotlilae t0 stay litre a hitile white
Tuil 1gel nmy strength back, again ? N'es, 1 wotaid like il

iveil. 1I mean somietiîîie t0 have land of liy own, and cou.ad
beg,îî t0 carn litre te new ways thai are ueeded ia uew
country. N'es, 1I wouid like wel 10 bide litre for a wilc'!.

Hle spn1ke eageriv antd hopefully.
"I wîsh Allie were here. There wvotld be no lear tiaca,

said Wiilie, looking up i)i John waîb Allae's wsfui eyes.
"lSlie cannnot coame for a lime. lat is likely that she mnigbat

be sought for here-an Mr. Hadden'b neiglibourhood, I1nîcan
Butt, MVllîe mani, 1 îbink il is as tveil that she should nlot corne

just now, even for your sake. It is you îvho would bc iookang
up to ber, because she as wiser titan you, and maybe stronger.
She would lead, and you wotild folow. That migbî be wellian
Ia îvay. )lut il wotild be better, it would bc far more mnly for
Vou to icarn ta stand by your owai strengtb - to waik by yotir
own wisdom. 01 course, 1 mean by the help of God, in ail
things," said Jobn, gravely.

IDo ye ken Allie weil ? » asked Wilie, iooking up intolus
friend's face.

John hesiaated a montent.
"I cannot say tbat 1 have known ber long, or seen lier

often. B3ut 1 know abat she bas borne mucb trouble wvcli and
braveiy, and abat she nuist bc slrong. And 1 know abat site
bas %vaiked wvarily and done wisely in ditticuit flaces, so titat
ail tbose w}to do knoiv ber wvell, respect ber, and some few
people love ber dearly-my motber among the tes."

"VYota must tell me ail about bier soine lime," said NN' llie,
wtb gistening eyes

"lYes, said John. Then liepaused before he added.
I binkIi, in speaking of your ssier ta any ont lhere.

yau sbould say notbing about her niarriage, since iltlias flot
been a happy one."

Wiiiie wihdrewv bis hand train Jobn's amni, and turned
upon him with a face white witb anger.

"Nare'Happy' l'il stvear thatlhe lias never toucbed
her hand, nor iooked in ber face since %bat curscd day. Cail
you tbat marriage? "

"lThank, God ! IIsaid John ; "and niay he neyer touch t er
band, nor look upon bier face. Gently, my friend, she il safe
from bim now."

Tben lie led bim back to the sbadow of the apple trec. and
ld hiîîî mort about bis sister. He ld how she bad lived ai

the manse, and bow t ev bad vaiued ber tbere. He loid of
litile Marjorie, whom ber father and niother bad cntrusted ta
Aiiison's came, anid of the chid's love for he and bow Alibaon
hail been helped and comforaed through lier jo,.e for the thild.
she %vas (lutte safe now, sa far tvay in the Soutb, .tnd no oee
would barm bler wile she 'vas in NIrs. Esseimont's care. John
talked on tlli the lad bad grown quiet again, and tben tbey
wcrc called ta tea.

"bc first words that Grandma Strong saîd Mien tbey
caine i togetber were

Il ou don't îbink of taking that boy back ta that hot plaç.e
to.nigbt, do you ? 1 don': îbînk, you badl better -for a day or
îwo, least."

[i was ail very casily settled aiter tbat. John was glad ta
agree witb the dear old womnan. WVilic ivas ta stay ai the
farni tili hi- was a uite sîronger.

IlWe're -lad t0 bave ini stay. Don't you say a word
-ibnut il," was the vouniger Mrs. Strong's answer, wben John
tried ta rbank bler for ait their kindncss ta bis friand, for whoni
ha feit esponsible, ha saad, untal lie should bc strong aînd
vceil.

N ou had better stay and bellp us tbrougb witb baying and
ilarvestang. Vou could pay yotir îv and bis too, and hzave
something over," said Mr. Strong.

But John ltad bis own work laid out befomc imi, and in-
tended to miake long bours, so that lie coutid hardly hope
ta corne ouito sec bis friend for a white.

«IComc Saturday nigbt and spend Sundlay. liou can goto
inieeiing hitre as weIl as there.»

And John answercd
1Ves, 1 viii bc g lad ta came."
I)ccb îlîk sudden friecrsbip), tbis acceptanacc afinuter

straingers, witotî a word spoken in thtar beif, exccpt whi
thry spokze for tbcmselvcs, scem stange, tinlikely, imnpossiblc e
li $i not sceni strange to John, tltiibhecarne to :bink of i
zificrward as lie walkect homc. i a-.e t0 fate wiîbt these kind
peoletiecr mutilai inlerest secmned naturai enoigli. ln
thanking abouît i, as lite went swiftly ouîli the moonlight, ha
<lad not wondcr a uitile. And yet wby sliauld lie wonder ? lit
as%-d bimscif.

*,ionest follkezi anc anothcr, witb few words about il.
l lias happened wll, and-not bv cbanîce." added bel ever-

cntly' rccailing nany a one at boitte wbo would bavaebin
often in their tbougbts ai the bkst place and tbinking especs.1
ailly of two, wbho in ail quiet miomfents, would bc Ilrcmember- i
ing ' bath him and his fritnd therc

Il inust not bc forgotten that ali ibis bappencd manyyzars
agol, belore ail the nations ni the carthhbadl îurned titir fates
îow re the West, in seamch of a refuge front povcrty and i
tyrzinny, disgrace or despair. Ther2 was ron cnough, and 1
land enougb for ail îvho were willing ta worl, and ta live i
hanestiv. Every strang and lionesi niin wiio canme, while lie
battcred bimslf and those wbo bclonged in hi, did gaod
-iso ta bis neighbours, and ta the cainiy ai large. And so an
thnse davs. -t- a ule. ndvcomers werc weil reccivedi. tut
bryond this, John and bis frend wema laked fer iheir own sakzes,i
and migbt wcli rejoica i the weicome which thcy gai ai the i
larni-hotise, for a gre.it many good things and happy days i
carne to ibcrn îbrough the iriends tbey found there, before ail
1vas donc.

lx s possible thbat if John had flot met in îiib William
Bain in thoseccrcuiîstanccs, bc migbt bave traveiled about

for a wiile tiltlitbvas sîmaaig agaiiî, anîd dieau lie niglit have
turtîed bis face laoretvaad. If he liad foaand the lad well, and

Ldoin Y iveil, be nlit ibave contented binîselfwiîh IcavingIitiian
1e gbe kindly care, or laelite unobîrusive supervision af Mr.
I{addeaî, uho bad kaîown bis faniîily, uand wlo a l promiscd
to befriend bim. But John cotîld flot quite free birnseif froaîî
a sense of responsibility with regard ta Willie Bain. Ha
mutikeep sigbit of lii for a wvlile. lia liked the lad irom the
first, and soori lie loved bint. He woîaicinet ba iosing tinte by
rcaiaining a few weeks. He uteant ta îravcl hy-and-by, and
sec the couîntry, and in th iaaîeaaîime haeuîiglîî do sonîeîiîing
îoward lielping WVillie ta makze a man of himseif for Allison's
sake.

So eieut ta the stona.yard, andi did hlis day's work witb
lte rest. Ih was liard work, for a while. He liad got out of
the way afi t soiîewlîai, andtibe liad net gai bacl, bis streni;:b
altogeaher. The day %vas long, and lbe ias glad i wen nigba
came. Alter dite firsi weck, liowever, liceivas biisaif again,
and then lie greîv sîraaîg ahld brown, and tvas as fit for bis
worl, as ever lie bail been, lie toid bis aiothcr in the second
letter wlich lie sent lier, after lie began.

lia toid bier aboti Wlliamn Bain. But that tvas far berseli
aMonte. As no one aIse in Netherittuir liadt ever beard of the
ladt, iwas flot nCLess.ry ta sptak Of iIb iert, lestlus ninte
mîîgltt h mentioned ari hie liîaring of soanie îvbo aîight not
wislt bini or bis sister welI. He did net wrire Io Allisan about
ber brother Mr. lHadden did tbat, and the story of John's
kindness ta the lad last noîhing an being told by bîm.

Before abe saiurner was over, John had begun te consider
tha question, wviether, after ail, ih might not ha as iveil for him
te stay ithere lie ias, and take «p a nets life in a new land.
Hîs niother bad more ilian once in lier letters asstîred hum oi
lier wilingness ta onie out te bini siîoulîi e decide te remain
in America. But tuera was t-, he no haste about it. lia must
be qîite certain of bianseli and bis tisbes, aind lic must bave
wvon sucli a measure af success, as to prove that ha was flot
mîakzing a mistake, befora sbejoined birn. filnîighî be baîter
for bam to be ahone for a uthile, tat lie might bc free te corne
and go, and do the very best for iiimseii. The best for him-
self, would be tbe hast for bis mother. And in thte meantime
she %vas weil and ýtrong, in tlie midi o f kind frienas, and con-
ttnt te wait. And she %wouid bc more than content ta loin bim
wlian ihe righî lime camae.

Anîd se John followed bis nîother's counsel. Hie kept bis
eyes open and " worked away," and by the end aiflte first
Vear, be began to sec bis way clear ta "lthe measure of suc-
cess " which bas mother desired for bim. He bad proved him-
seli, as a workanan, uorlby of the confidence of thasa who had
enaployed him, and as a maria, be bad wvon dt estern of many
a one besides. Viaat ha worked witha bis liands, did flot ini abat
country, at that tinie, necessarily excludc him fromn such
society as the iown of Barstow oflered. But it made bim
shy of responding ta the advances cf some cf the people wito
lived an the big wbite bouses aiong the tracs along the street,
and wbo wanîtaeibe sainie churcli in whicb. after a few weeks
cf îvandaring, bere and there, John settied doit'

The only people wboin lie camne ta k-now vary well during
bis first year, were ihe Sîrongs ai the farm, and tbe Haddens.
Mr. -Haddcn was friendly with bimfl rom *.haeÇrst, because he
was a tellowcountrynîan, and becatise lie was a friand of
WViliaam l3ain's. Aiîerward, tbey wera more tban traeridly, for
better reasons. 4-%r. Hadden bad no cause ta feal surprise in
fnding ini a skilled workman from bhis native land a mari ai
tvade raading dnd intelligence. le bad found many such
aiîîîng bis countrymen whio bad caine ta seak a home in bis
own adopîed country. But John Beaton was diffament from
mosi ai those witb whon ie had caine In contact, an that it
Ivas net necassary in bis case, that aiuoîtance sbould bc miade
for uncanscaous rougbnass aofnianner or speech, or for ignor-
ance af certain ways and usages ai sotieîy, which are trifling
an thenîselves, but af whicb it is desirable that ana sbould ba
naae.

But ai Ibis lime John did flot came mucli for society ai any
kind. Ha neyer bad camad mucb for it. In Naîbermuir lie
bad Ilkept birnseif to birself," as far as mosi of the tawnfoik,
wcre concernad, and ît must ha awnad, ibat beyond bis 0w»
sîiall icre of friands an the manse, anid in oaa or two allier
bouses, bc bad flot hacr a very popular person. Ha bad no urne
tu gi vae taanythin- ai ibat sort, ha had alwaVs said, but ha migbî
bave faund the urnec, if haciîad had the inclination. Haeliad not
aîuch leisume in Bamstow. Stili, in the course ai tbe first îwa
yeams, hie carne ta know a good mîany people in the îtay ai
business:- and in connectiin uili thea work undertakaen by the
church te whîchbch beionged, hcaiase made friands whoni ha
valucd, but bis fist friands were his hast friands.

Ail tbat nead ba tald of the firsi ibrea Vears ai bis resîdance
ta Bamstow, may be gathcmad fom a latter wbichbcha tyote te
bas mother il,utithat tima.

IlYoeu aught ta ha a happy womnan, mothar, fam you bava
goten the dasime af vaur heami. lDo you flot maind once say.
ing te mc, ibat you desarcd for me notbing batter in ibis liii;
than that I sbould do as my faiber liadt donc, anti nake îîîy
awn way in te world: Weali, that is tusi wliat I an doing.
Theme as ibis d;ffa:cnce batwcan us -ihat 1 bave got la
measure ai success' an easier îerms than my father did. 1
arn net a rida maît, anîd 1 bava no desîra 10 lie ane-tliough
even taaiîtay corme ini tiiiieý Bu: I stand clear ai debt,
and 1 Sec a faim way te succcss halare nie.Ihaegi
on' weil, aven for ibis country, wbemc ail tlîîngs itiove mare
rapidly than witb us ai home

Il1 bave lîad îwo friends wbo sîood by mc ail thebe yaars.
Tliey bave haipad nia witré thair îîoney, witb iheir mlances, and
with tbeirinfluence. 1i night, in the course oai unie, bave
gotri on witbout their help, buît tbey bave takzeripicasure in
stnding by me, lika truc fraends.

"VaYs, 1 baye liked my îvork, and my îvay of life, th:ugh te
V'ou Iiili owîî ibat I have sometîrnes wcaraad ai tbcm-and ai
eveything cise. I;ut aîî's lie must ga on tlti God's wli brîngs
ie an end, and 1 knai aifino aiber way titat wouid suit fli

baller nuis. And betwcen wiics, as i bave toid yoîî bafore, 1
find higlicm work whicb I amî able ta bcip alang.

"lAnd noîy, dear mothtcm-wben are you cofling borne?
-For Itis is te ba your lirnte, is it flt? YetSay you arc
able te cornie alorie. But if you cari waix a icw îîorths longer
1 will go for you. 1 have building1 going an ini diffaent r2mas
ai the i> and tbe foundataia! yaum awn bouse is laid, on
the knowe (knoll), wbicb 1 bava bold you ai, beraatb the rmapia
Irees, and fulli sigbt o! the great laite ino whicb the suri sinits
evcmy night of the year. In six nîonîhs it svîll ha raady for
you, and 1 shall ha ready ta cross the sea te bmîng yaai home.

"I long witlh ail my beart te bave my mother hait. 1 thinl.
1 shall hc quite content wbari that urne cames

I


