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service, when the ordinance and its benefits were ex-,
plined. Returning home in much joy, they said to
their mother: *“We are already members of the
Church ; we were baptized i infancy.” At the next
communion scason they declared themselves on the
Lord’s side, and sought the privileges of full com-
munion.

The state of ecclestastical excluston in which the
children of Baptists are left s the worst and most
deplorable feature of that system. I'he httle ones
may be well and carefully instructed: but they are not
recognized as included in the Covenant Pious parents,
in the Baptist denomination in our day, have felt this
and have tnied to find a parual reaicdy. In some
cases their childzen have been

CONSECRATED
by a solemn service, being devoted formally to the
Saviour ; but their untersion is rescived tll they be-
come old enough to judge for themselves and to
become nersonally candidates for haptiem  Thus the
system is modified ; and its defects arc, to some ex-
tent, supplied and remedied.

I shall conclude with a few brief statements and
arguments which might casily, of space permitted, be
expanded und established from Seripture

1. Letus clearly understand what is meant by the

CHURCH VISIBLE.
Does it not comprehend all true behevers to whatever
denomination they may belong ?

2 The Visihle Church dnee nnt eonsist exclusively
of the regencrate  No chur h offiers (an read the
heart.  Judas was the treasurer of the Churdh of the
disciples—Simon Magus was buptized by Apostohe
hands. Jesus says in the parable of the tares:  Let
both grow together until the harvest, lest, while ye
gather up the tares ye ront up also the wheat with
them.”

3. The ancient commonwealth of Istael was the
Church. The nation was the Church, and the Church
was the nation. ** Who are Israchtes : to whom per.
taincth the adoption and the glory and the covenants,
etc” What more could he said of any -hurlh,in
an) age, than this?

4. The Christian Church s the same as the Caearch
of Israel before the coming of the Saviour. The old
root was not plucked up. It reccived a new engraft-
ing Paul says ‘Rom xi®, “Ifthe firet fr't he holy,
the lump is also holy , and if the root be holy, su are
the branches. And if sume of the branches be broken
off, and thou ithe Genule,, bemng a wild olive tree,
wast grafled 1 among them, and with them parntakest
of the root and fatness of the alive trec, boast not
against the branches,” ¢t-  Christ came not to de
stroy but to fulfil. He appeals tu Lie Old Testament.
The doctnne that the Church now rests on the Abra-
hamic Covenant 1s woven by Paul into the web of the
Gospel.  The Jehovah of the Old Tectament is our
Lord in the New

5. The terms of admilssion tu the Churh cemain
unchanged. Abraham

BELIEVED GOD;
and it was counted tu him fur nighteousness, sce
Rom. u. 28, 24 Circumuision then was the seal of
Jaith, as bapuisin now 1s. .

6. Infants were members of the Church under the
01d Testament cconomy. This was shown by their
circumcision on the eighth day after their birth. Can
any one point, in all the New Testament, to any pas-
sage which excludes those, whom }esus so tenderly
nvited?  * Suffer the little chiidren to come unto Me ;
and forbid them not, for of such 1s the kingdom of
heaven” Jesus “laid His hunds onthem and blessed
them.” He does so still.  Did not Chnist then

BAPTIZE

them by prayer?
IWhy should not belicving parents follow the ex-
ample of those believing n.others, who brought their

little ones to Jesus 7
JESUS HHAS NOT FORBIDDEN IT,

though some modern disciples would hinder them.

7. A divine law can be sct aside only by divine
authonty. Where 1s the authonty to prove that in-
fants are not now included in the Covenant, and cn-
titled to its seal> The burden of proof rests not on
us but on the objector.  Qur title goes back four
thousand years. It is established in the Old Testa-
ment ; and it 1s not set aside or Iimited in the New.
It 1s nowhere disannutied or cancelied.

May all the Churches be baptuzed by the Holy
Spint, that we all may be one, even as Chnst and the
Father are one, that we all may be onc in Them !

IWORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH.

{John iv. 23, 24.]

MR. EpITOR,—~At the late meeting of Synod at
Galt | was much surprised to hear the construction
put upon and the use made of John iv. 23, 24, both in
the opeming discourse and in the report on the State
of Religion. “The hour cometh, and now is, when
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth,” It was positively stated that this
meant sincere, real worship and in this sense it is the
rule or law of New Testament worship, so that itis of
comparatively little moment whether it be with a
liturgy or an organ. External forms or modes of wor-
ship, then, are of no cousequence if it be only sincere
and real.

Now, Mr. Editor, wa:t there ever a dispensation under
which, or a time when, God did not require sincere
real worship?  Was this not the law of worship under
all dispensations and in all circumstances? Then 1t
<annut be pecuhiar to one more than another dispen-
sation, and this interp-ctation of the passage cannot be
the correct one and thisuse of it cannot be a'right one.

‘The true worship under this more spiritual dispen.
sation was to be *in spirit,” not mercly in distine-
tion from all heartless or insincere worship, for this
was no more lawful and acceptable to God under the
former dispensation than under the present, but in dis-
tinction from and in opposition to the ceremonial:
worship of the former dispensation, asbeing compara-
tively sencuous and carnal as containing a mulu-
pucity of outward obsenances and pompous ceremo-
nies and carnal ordinances (Heb. . 1o,  And 1t was
to be “n truth ” in distinction from and 1n opposition
to the same ceremonial worship as being fypical. it
was to contain the truth or the glorious substance of
which the external glory and pomp of that ceremo-
nial worship was but the faint shadow or type. Hence,
says Charnock on this passage, we are to worship
God, not by legal ceremonies, the evangelical being
called * spirit” in opposition to the legal ordinances
as carnal, and “ truth ” in opposition to them as #.0-
<) Again, he says, “ the ceremonial law was abo-
lished to prownote the spintuality of divine worship.
That service was a gross, carnal, calculated for an
infant and sensitive church. It consisted in rudi-
ments, the circumecision of the* flesh, the blood and
smuke of sacrifices, the steams of incense, ubsenva-
tiun of days, disunction of meats, corputal punihea-
tons; every leaf of the law ts clogged with some
nte to be particularly observed Ly them.

“ The spirituality of worship lay veiled undera thick
cloud, that the people rould not behold the glory of
the Gospel which lay wovered under these shadows
& Cot. i 1 3,. They could not steadfastiy iook to the
end of that which 1s abohshed. And, thercfore, in
opposition to this admmstration, the worship of

the text a worship in the spirit, more spiritual for the
matter, more spiritual for the motives, and more
spinitual far the manner and frame: of worship.”

The things in contrast with which the words “ spirit”
and “truth” in the passage are used are the very
things whichk were shaken in order to their removal.
 And this word, Yet once more, sigaifieth the remov-
ing of those things that are shaken, as of things that
arc made, that those things which cannot be shaken
may remain ¥ (Heb. xii. 27).

Spiritual worship in the sense of reul and sincere
was always that which God required under all dispen-
sations, and is atill required of all who would vorship
Him whois a Spirit.  But the outward, carnal, typical
forms of a former dispensation and ali that was pecu-
har thereto, including instruments of music used in the
temple and in connection with the offering of sacri-
fices and praise, have been shaken and removed.
There never was but the one and the same law or rule
of acceptable worship under all dispensations,
namely, divine institution. This was the law of all
former dispensations, and it is as much the law
under this dispensation, and all who subscribe to the
Confession of Faith subscribe to it (Ch. xxi.). “ The
acceptable way of worshipping the true God is insti-
tuted by Himself and so limited by His own revealed
will that He may not be worshipped according to the
imaginations and devices of men, .or the suggestions
of Satan, under any visible representation, or any
other way not prescribed in the Holy Scriptures.”
"And the sccond commandment “requires the re-
ceiving, observing and keeping pure and entiie-all

such religious worship and ordinances as God has

God under the Gospel is called by our Saviour in -

appointed in His Word," and * forbids the worship-
ping of God by images or any other way not appuinted
in llis Word."

It will not do to say it is of little moment under this
dispensation, any more than under the past, how or
with what we may worship the true God—with the
usc of a liturgy or an organ or anything clse of mere
human device and human antbority.  “In vain do ye
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men.” “ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, tenching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and, lo.
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world
Amen,” PRESBYTER,

May 10, 1856.

MINISTERS WITHOUT CHARGE.

MR, EDITOR,— The following is the overture re.
specting the status of mumisters without charge,
transmitted to the Assembly by the Synod of Toronto
and Kingston. The status which they occupy in
many Presbyteries being that of sub-Presbyters and
not co Presbyters, subordinates and not co-ordi-
nates, and the treatment which they toooften recene
having become a serious grievance, it is hoped the
matter will be carcfully considered 1n the coming As.
sembly, and that without prejudice ansing from pre-
conceived opimons or past practices. X. Y. 2

Whereas it is desirable to detine more fully, and to
regulate more clearly, the junsdiction of Presbyteries
and the status of mimsters without charge, and that
there should be uniformity in relation thereto,

It is respectfully and humbly overtured by the
undersigned to the Reverend the Synod of Toronto
and Kingston, that your Reverend Court may be
pleased to considcr this important matter, and cause
to be brought before the General Assembly for their
consideration and {adoption the following or such
regulations thereanent as in their wisdom may appear
to be best .

1. That when a minister 1s received into the Church,
or when a person s ordamed to the office of the
munistry, he shall be 2 member of the Presbytery
that received or ordained him, until reccived on cer-
tificate of dismission by sume other Presbytery.

2. Thau he shall be enutled to a cerunicate of dis-
mussion to another I‘resbytery into whose bound he
may desue to remove, and on presenting said certifi.
cate it shall be the duty of this Prcsbytery toreccive
him s 2 mamber thereof.

3- That a minister who may resign, and may be
released frum a pastorai charge, shall continue to be
a member of the Fresbytery of the bounds until re-
ceved by another Preshytery as 2 member.

4. That when a minister leaves the proper work
of the Gospel ministry and engages in any other cail-
ing ot occupation, without leave of the General As-
sembly first obtained, he shall cease 1o be a member
of Presbytery, and his name shall be removed from
the roll.

" WHAT A SMILE DID.

A lady of position and property, anxious about her
neighbours, provided religious services for them.  She
was very deaf—could scarcely hear at all. On one
occasion onc of her preachers managed to make her
understand him, and, at the close of their conversation,
asked : * But what part do you take in the work?"”
“Obh,” she replied, “I smile them in, and 1 smile
thernout!” Very soon the preacher saw the ~esult
of her gencraus, loving sympathy in & multitude of
broad-shouldered, bard-fisted men, who entered the
place of wdrship, delighted to get a smile from her as
she used to stand in the doorway to receive them.
Why do not the working classes attend the house of
God?

They would, in great numbers, if sclf-denying,
Christ-loving Christians would smile them in, and
smile them out.

MORMONS are nioving toward Mexico. Over ouc
hundred families have already arrived in the Mexican
State of Chihuahua, and more are on the way. It is
said that thesc emigrants are from towns and villages
in New Mexico and Arirona, and that they do not
disguise the fact that they-are flecing to Mexico to
avoid imprisonment under recent laws, which they are
satisfied will shortly be enforced in othep Territories
than Utah.



