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THE advocates of co education for Ontarlo may
find quite a number of precedents across the line.
Atthe last census there were in the United States
about two hundred colleges open to females on exactly
the same terms as to males. The ladies were eligib.e
for matriculations, scholarships, lectures and degrees.
¢ have no knowledge of the standing of many of
these institutions, but whatever advantages they con.
ferred on males they willingly offered to temales.
Besides these two hundred in which the system
of co-education exists. there are three colleges for
females in which the standard is sald to be as high
us in any college in the Union. Just how much force
these facts woutd have in favour of co-education in
Ontario we cannot say. Some of our very conserva.
tive people might contend that the existence of such
{nstitutions in the States is a strong reason why we
should not have them. \We have heard peoplereason
in that way about other matters. Young ladies who
have to earn their own bread, and who wish a good
education to enable them to do so would not be likely
to take that view.

WEe respectfully suggest to the Assembly’s Com-
mittee on Statistics the props.sty of adding a column
showing the number who united with the Church on
profession of faith, There was such a column a few
years ago. Why was itremoveds As the statistical
returns are now prepared it is impossible tu ascertain
the real number added to our rembership during the
year, Additiops by cert.acate in most c~ses simply
mean “hat the holder ¢f the certificate ras moved
from one congregation .o another, This does not
show the real increase in the membership of the
Church as a whole. If fifty members move from To-
ronto to Hamilton the congregations in Hamilton
may gain fifty but the Church gains nothinyg., What
we ougnt to be most anxious to know is how maay
unite on profession of faith, By ascertaining this
we then can tell at least approximately, the nva.
ber who are brought to a saving kno #icdge of Chiist,
The duty of preparing statistics in fnis way woula be
a good exercise for our sessions 23 they would then
have brought before them in a tangible way the real
progress or want of progress in the work committed
to their hands,

VYEARS ago when Canada was young, business was
for the most gart transacted on an annual basis
Farmers sold their produce once 2 year. Merchants
sold their goods ata year’s credit. Everything was
¢~ -+ by the year. The grcat bulk of the people
kandled money but once a year. Mow everything is
changed. Farmersin all the old parts of Ontario can
sell somethirg, if they choosr any month in the year.
Merchants, esp clally in cit/ s and towns, never think
of giving a year’s credit. They may be compelled
sometimes to wait several years, but the waiting is of
necessity rather thap of choice Monthly, weekly, or
£t mest quarterly paymerts are the rule in all centres
of trade. There has been a revolution in business but
most unfortunately the revolutions did not extend to
church business. The yearly system is still kept up
in a great majority of congregations. Now the plain,
unvamished fact is that this yearly system is the bane

of our finances. The difference la many cases be-
tween congregations in the matter of glving Is that the
liberal ones pay by the week and those not so lberal
by the year, Many a man thioks a sum large when
pald by the year that he would be ashamed to name
when divided by fifty-two, If the question put by
the office-bearers was “ How much can you give per
Sabbath?” instead of “ How much can you give a
year?” a rovolution would soon take place in the
matter of giving.

THE Synods will soon meet, Wae hearof no* burn-
ing questions,” no appeals that arelikely to take much
time, no vexatlous business of any kind. So much
tho better. But let no ons say “ There is no busi.
ness.” The real business is always there. The vital
work of the Church is always before svery court. A
day at least should be spant on the State of Religlon,
A sederunt might well be glven to Temperance, an-
other to Sabbath observance, and a third to the Sab-
bath school. The communion {s usually dispensed
wo believe at the meetings of Synod in the Arzerican
churches. Might it not be a good thing to dispense
the commuuion at our Synod meetings? If not, why
pot? Ifa Synod is a spiritual court why not keep
tho spiritual clement as much as possible 'a the fore-
ground? Isit not a desirable thing to conduct all
such meetings In such a way that ministers and elders
may return to their work refreshed and invigorated?
The meeting of a Church court should be a spiritual
tonic to all its members, Unfortunately it would be
too casy to call up meetings of Synod and Assembly
that had the reverse effect upon the majority present.
1f the pastors and elders return to thelr work discour.
aged, chaled, irritated and with 2 consclousness that
their time has been lost or worse, the meeting has
been a fallure in oneimportant feature.  Let the great
vital concerns of the Church have thelr proper place
at these Synod meetings and no onewill say, “ Synods
are useless—there was no business.” There is ample
business.

BAIANCED LIBERALITY,

HATEVER abstract opinions may be entertained
as to the zelations of Church and State, the
only practical method of supporting the cause of re-
ligion Is that which depeads on the intelligence, affec-
tion and good will of the people. The current of
opinian, gcowing in force and volume e 2ry day, is in
this direction. To many this may secun the most de-
sirable, because they believe it to be the Scriptural
course ; to others it may be a matter to be deplered.
In any case it is what modern society is coming to.
Men may protest against it ; they may seek to obstruct
the movement that will result in assigning Church and
State two distinct spheres of activity. These great
co-ordinate pawers will have mutual relations, Their
tendencies may sometimes coalesce, they may some-
times diverge, but the relation will in the future be in
nowise a pecuniary one. Tkough in particular in-
stances the issue remains, and for a time may remain
undecided, there is little doubt as to the ultimate re-
sult. The principle enunciated by Count Cavour, a
“ A Free Church in a Free State,” will be the con-
dition of modern national existence. On this contin.
ent at all events the separation of Church and State
is complete, and however vigcsous the efforts made
in the past to secure their alllance in Canada, they
belong to a finished page of our national history.

It is easy to see that the cause of religion has gained
largely from the sezverance of the tie that does so
much to hamper the cause of Church extension and
the various forms of Christian activity. However
tnuch some in these days may affect a haughty ¢ :clesi-
astical exclusiveness, all sections of the Christian
Church are on a level so far as privilege is concerned.
The State as such—It may be otherwise to some ex-
tent with politicians—knows no distinction between
the Prelatist and the Primitive Methodist. They en-
joy the same tolerance. Evesr branch has what it is
justly entitled wo -~ fair field and no faveur,

The Churck in Canada depends on the voluntary
liberality of its people for the maintenance of its
ordinances, sustaining its efforts to supply the mears
of grace to dustitute localities, engaging in benevolent
and philantizopic work, equipping and maintaining
institutions fcr the trzining of its ministry, uad isaet.
ing all legitimate obligations. This depandence in
the past has not been misplaced The stream of

Christian liberality bas beea constant and is steadily

becoming broader and deeper. In this one depant.
ment of Christian activity we have 2 striking evidence
of the power of falth working by love.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada Nao no reason
to maks gencral complalnts of the want of liberality
on the part of {ts members, {he amount of work
dong, the churches built all over the land, the educa-
tional inctitutions established, the missionsry enter.
prizes at homeo and abroad, and many other schemes
of a religious and beneovolent nature orlginated and
ably sustained by her pecuniary ald are evidences that
in the grace of liberality she {3 no laggsrd,

Fallure to percclve and acknowledge this would be
upgrateful and unjust, Another gretif,ing clrcum.
stance remaing to bs rentioned,  7he past year, the
winter now closing especialiy, has 9nt commercially
been so prosperous as those that f.¢ somea time pre.
reded it yet from many published congregational re.
ports thero has bean no appreclable falling off ia con-
tributions to the cause of religisn, In most cases
thare has been an increase, all the more noticeable
because of the less favourable conditions of business
geoerally,

In this respect as In others the most devoted con.
gregation,, as well as Individuals, would be the firat
to say, We have not yet attained, nelther are we at.
ready perfect., In every congregation thero Is still
much room for Improvement. There isone point thas
may now be specially mentloned. Even inthoss con.
gregations most deservedly famed for their libemality
as in all others, there aroa faw on whose shoulders
the bheaviest part of every burden rests. It is found
desirable that a contributlon, commeusurate with
the congregation's ability, should be given for soms
specific object. The men of good will, who are
known to be prosperous, are first applied to. They
give handsomely. The clalm is addressed to all
others in turn, but tke aggregats is disappointing, It
comes short both in expectation and in what is re.
quired. The first givers have again to be appealed
to and for the honour of the congregation they havo
to give agaln, Perhaps it does not hurt them very
much, but it is an iojury to others. Notafewitisto
be feared systematically shirk their financial obliga.
tions to thelr church, It Is an ascertained fact that
those whose share of this world's goods is compara.
tively meagre are often far more liberal and better
princlpled givers than are some others mor favour-
ably circumstanced. The principle of the division
of labour in this particular ought to be more system-
atically applied. The result would be as gratifying as
it would be wonderful. The church would kave an
overflowing treasury. She could do abler and better
work than she has yet done, The outward prosperity
would be the least of it. There would be an access
of spiritual receptivity and power. In the matter of
evenly-distributed Uberality there is a present call to
the chusrches to excel in this grace also,

THE GOSPEL IN FRANCE.

HERE Is a general disposition to look upon the
religious condition of France as if at present it
was peculiarly discouraging. The desperate attitude
assumed by anarchists, the blank atheism too often
allied with the utterances of Communism, the indiffer.
ence to all hut the most gross materlalistic conceptions
of life generaily prevalent, seem to many very dis-
heartenipg in the immediate outlook in France,
The determined war s=ainst the Romish Church
wagsd by Paal Bert and those who think with him
clearly testify that Catholicism bas well-nigh eeased to
be a controlling force ir Paris at least,

‘These the most obvions considerations, do not ade-
quately describe the existing conditions of religion in
France. Thercare other and more hopeful elements
that enter into the calculatlon. The singular success
that has attended the McAll mission clearly demon.
strates that, even go far as the lowest strata of French
social life is concerned, the Gospel is still the power
and the wisdom of God. Where the wild and an-
archic diatribes of the political demagogue were
listened to, the glad tidings of spiritual beip and life
bave found the most willing hearers. None the less
gratifying Is the fact that the words of Christ the
Saviour of men have been welcomed, not merely as a
grateful novelty, but, that they have an abiding place
in the hearts and exert an elevating power over the
Hves of the denizens of Montmartre and Bellsvue,and
the numerous toilers in the factories of Lyons. The
blessed results of the McAll misslon arsat once s con-
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