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The perieti during whicb aur Lord ippeareti andi as-
serteti Hîis dlaims as a divlnely cnmmlssioneti Teaclier
vas cone distinguisheti by the diffusion cf the higheat
(orin etanclent culture. The golden nge of the litera.
tare andi phiiasophy of Greece hati passed avay ; but
is best anti mast enduring productions bati becarne
tht sîudy efth<bughtul mon throngbout the Roman
Emrc, inciuding tbm country wbere Jeans cf 14ezareth
vas born, anti te wbich Hîs personal ministry wis
confineti. WVo cao se the visdom of Got in arrarig-
ing <liai Christ sheulti apptar, net le an nge cf Intel.
lectuai darkness anti amang a barbarcus people, but
at a dîne wben the highcst iormn of ancient culture
vas most tuily developeti andi mest widely diffused,
anti among a people wha possesseti a sacreti lterature
whi,-h presenteti exaiteti viova et tht Divins nature,
and perfections such as worm nowbero cisc e e ofuci.
It resulteti from <bis, <bat His claimis wore subjecctid
to such a scarchicg examination as tbey coulti mot
otherwise bave b:cn; anti wo knev, as a mialter of
history, <bat those dlaims vero establisbeti te tht sat.
isfaction ef multitudes et al[ classes ie ail parts efth<le
Empire.

The validity et the claims ot Jesus ef Nazaroth may
bo satislac<oriiy esiablisheti in more ways <ban onc.
In other words, <bore are variotas lices et argument
fitteti te preduce a ratiecal conviction that He vas a
Teacher sont tramn Ced. But, 1 prosumo, vs are aii
agreet <at <bore la eue way wbich bas <ho great adi-
vantago oever ail oithers, <bat It i open te ait anti is
more satisfactery tban acy ather. 1 refer te <he vay
cf vhicb our Lard Himsolf speaka, ve Ho says,
IlIf any mac viii do I (or, as yen may lie avare, more
preciscly anti correctly, acccrding ta the original, IlIf
acy mac is -.7iing te de ") Ibm thvill of Ced, hoe shall
kuoae of tht doctr ine, vhetbor lu la et Ced, or wbotbmr
I speak cf mnyself," John vii. 17. This, ot course, does
cot imply eitbr.r a perfect knawledge et the viii ot
Ced, ar a perfect confarmi<y le il in cenduct; but
simply an bonest desire anti afin te de <ho wiul cf Ced,
on the part et a man who may b. ver ignorant ot
Goes wili, anti censcieus et mucb imperfection, short-
caming, anti sic, in bis bost endoavours te do lt-a
desire anti aime bis possession of wbicl isl praveti by
bis actually, ihaugh lu rnayýbe very impertectiy, daing
vbat ho already knovs, or has reason ta believe, ta b.
tho vili ef Ced, anti acttaally using means sncb as are
accessible te hlmn la chIale ftner ligbt le regard te
i.

WVe can ai soc the wisdom anti goodeess of Ced,
le <ho na>' bore indicateti of auîaicing a conviction ef
the divinity of <ho toachings et Jeus. For, (r.) It is
a way oen to ail 1< doos cot roquire qualifications
which only a i(ezt men, cari possesS5; but sicipiy a
qualification wich aIl mon may anti onghu te posses
-vo mnigbu even say, far lcss than tbey onglit te pos-
sess. Ho dees not requiro that mon shoniti bc phil-
osophers, or scientisis, or adepts in hisiary ; but
simply that <boy shonîti pessoss a w.m.ngiiess te do
tho will of Ced. There areoather vays in vbicb a
ratianal conviction may ho produceti ie the mind, <bat
tho teacbieg et Jesus of Nazarethi is divine, lu cari
bo proveti historicahiy tbat Ho appeated inl Judea at
or near <ho trne usnally assignoti ta Hlm appearanc;
tbat Ho astonisheti His coucîrymen by Hisvworks and
Hlm teaching; <bat, having been put te deaili as an
impos't'r anti blasphomner, Ho rose tram <ho deati and
titrtby tully vindicaît i us claims. The tacts eft<ho
Gospel hisîory, including the remurrection of Jesus,
can bc proveti by evidelico iecemparably sîronger
tihan any evidence <bat cas b. adduced ln proof ofany
efth<le ailier e.en<s o! ancient bistory, <ho evidonce
bein)g cot aely greater in anaunit, but of a kicti alte-
getber peculiar-for sucb is <he snffering lestimany et
thie early Christian wiinoesses. Buu ccmparauively tew
can make a tberougb sîudy efth<is evience. An un-
loarneti Christian muut accopt the tacts et Gospel
hisuary (ie., le ibeir historical character) just as ho
accopts ailier anti vohi-keoun farts et bistory. Anie
lne oc nc case as well as le the cuber, it isoan ounigo
on cammon sense <o say <bat he bas goti re2sc <e
accepi <hem. He lie an the cantrary, tuliy jusîlfiedin
tho .pcrsuaslon,,that neitlier the tacta of the Gospel

history cor thie tacts cf anclent common biatory coulti
have commandedtheib general acceptance that tbey
have donc, except for iheir truth. It la very easy, cf
course, for one wbo la se disposeti te suait tiiffir'Ciles
wblch an unlearneti Christian la unable te salve, Just
-a Dr. Whaieley bas piroposeti dîfficultlea ln relation
te the firt Napoleon vhicb enly one wtell acqualeteti
with thm hîstcry of bis dîne cculti aatisat<rllyacswer.
But wbilm the unlearneti Christian bas good reasea le
accept the tacts of <lie Gospel blstory, juit as un-
learneti mec have god reason te accept the tacts cf
cammon blstory, ho la mot canipetent te reison eut
the matter ln detail, ln ibm face cf <lie man vho
chooses te question <hem. If, thetefore, Jeans bai
madé. tbe full assurance cf the dlvinlty of Hlm teaching
te depecti an thie hîsterical evldecce of the tacts ofithe
Gospel hlstory, the attaiemnent cf sucli assurance voulti
be quitta beoanti most mec ; becanse very tew men
have, or can have, the mental training ant ho histori-
cal knowledge <bat are necessmr ln dlscusslng <lie
questions <bat may b. raiseti. The Gospel, ln that
case, voulti have been a Gospel fer the few, anti mot
for the many, or (or aIl. Oniy thlnk cf Jesus Christ
toiling men <bat ln ordor te corne te a eatlstactory
assurance ai tho divinlty of His teacblng, <bey must
become philosophers, or aciectists, or adepts le bis.
torical studios i The. wlsdomn andi goadcmas cf Ced
have dtiermineti etherwise. jeans Christ camne lino
tbe warîti, not with gond neva for learneti men anti
phîlosphers, or for ailier mec tbrough <hem, but wi<b
gooti nova dirc<ly for ail mec, includlcg thie poor anti
thie unlearcod, wbom the pride of soal distinction
andi cf Intellectual culture ,despIses. lIn accardance
witb the design of God'a loving regard for ail classes
cf mec, not aciy la tlie pecullar Gospel itsoîf levai te
the approhiension efth<le meanest ratianai capacity,
but the full andi firm persuasion <bat lu la frram Goti
dopentis net on qualifications wbich few cau possesa-
net on higli intolloctual dovelopment, or an Large ac.
quisitions et knowlcdge-but cn a qualification <bat
ail mon may passesa, anti ouglit te posses-a moaa
qualification, cansisting le a simple willngness <o do
the vill et Ged.

(2.) The demacti for tbis qualification cannet b. te-
gardoti as a bard requirement. This ceulti cot b.
saiti et a demant <at a man shoulti bocome learneti
in history ie arder <e bis beieg capable cf a full assurý
ance of thie divinity of Cbist's teacbieg. Compliance
vith sucb a demacti were an impessibility in perbaps
cety.nire cases eut et a bundreti. But Jestas <cakes
no sucb domanti. Ho accords no ativantage either te
<ho atiepts ln philosaphy, scil;nce, or history, who are
necessariiy tow, or <e the imatterers, vbase camie La
leglon. Ho requires cothing beyonti a wiliegeesa te
do <ho wili cf Ced-a requiremeet sucb <bat ne ollier
can b. îhought et se simple, reasonable anti practlc-
able. Who can possibly fied tatwith it he roquire-
ment <bat a mac shall b. vhat every mian englit te b.?
Andi far less <ban ibis la *lhe requiremnin, aeeing lu la
ceiîlier a pcrfect knawiedge of the vil! of Ged, nov a
perfect cont ormily witb 1< ln practice that is demnandeti,
but only tbe sincere anti hanest desire anti ai te do
the viii of Geti, associatoie, it rnay be, witli mucli ig-
norance anti imperfectioni.

The sequel ofthis papier will show <bat 1 have ne
wisli te dopreciate the histarical evidence of Christi-
anity. But 1 believe it is cf ce fii importance that
preminonco shaulti b. given te thie great truth, <bat
the higliosu anti mast satisfactory evidenceocf the
divinity et. Cbristian, teacbing la equaIy accessibleg is
ai, as depentiing net upon inittUoctual qualifications
sticl as can ho possesseti only by a tev, but taper a
moral qualification <bat ait ouglit te pomess; andtihle
waLt cf vhich is highly blamewertby. Anti at thie
saine trne, it voulti le vol, in dealicg viti tbis aube-
ject, te endeavour te miake it plain te tho intelligence
of cur people <bat <bis evidonce is, in it!% very nature,
au once tlie higbest obtainable and ti.aisfying beoact
any aiber. For, 1 believe, we&caxa give a moat sut-
ficient answer tei the question which it is natural, to
ask: I Haw n a man who la destituteofe learning,
whe bas little or ne historicai kcovledge-it may be
even a chilti-noi- ocly uctierstandti ho Gospel, but
bave a welgrcunded *persuasion that it la tram, Ged?"
of course such a persuasion ia atiaineti ctborwise
than by a cempetent acquaictance vitb the externat
evidence, <ho grauti cf it must lie in the Goapel itselL
Nor la it any<bing but what la ln accordance vitb
reason <bat <ho doctrine cf a teacher sent tram Goti
sbaulti b. sncb as te appreve itsoîf divine, andti <at iu
aboti do su, fot tei all mon iediscrimisately, but only

te sudsand surely te such as ire willhicg to do the
wili oft'cd. Let us Illustrate tii.

Thei are twe ways ln wbich vo may have a satis.
factoryersuasion regarding a man, that lie la poi.
sessede<y, of great lntegrlty and ben evolenrco. Trust.
worth>ersons may lestify tu his possession of these
qualitit But we may have an equally reasonable,
and av# tsr stronger persuasion, wilhaut any testi.
rnany. Vo mal know the mnan by intlmaie acquali.
ance xi hlm, se that we cau ourselves certify ta
otbers gis possession of <berne qualîties, lcstead cf
needînio have It certifieti te us. Again, tbers are
two W; ln whlch v. may have a full persuasion that
a celi plece af vritlcg la Ibm production cf smce
partlcuk man. We msy bave trustwortby Informa.
tien <h. ibm thauthor cf 1. Or vs may b. soe l
acqual il vltb bis style of thinklng andi wrltlng, that
we hav~ o sooner begue te reati than vo knov with
thie fui t conviction that hoe, andi no other man, la
the auït r. Andi se i la1 with the teaching cf Christ:
A man byhv a reasonable andi atrong conviction
tbat It iîom Gaod, by bis atudy of the evidenceofthea
tacts o e Gospel blstory. But be may have a
equally xsocable and far stronger conviction, derîvati
front th$eachleg itseif. Ha may, as aur Lord very
distinct acd decidedly Intimates, have sucb a know.
letige co eti as te b. able te recognite Godas voice
when speaki. [s It met ln the highest dege
reasona4 te suppose tliat, If thers la a Goti who la
ihm pctflion of ail <bat is great and gond, a creature
that He la made capable cf knowlcg Hlm, ahouiti se
knev Hhas te be able te recognize His voice, or, le
othtr woti, able te detettmlne, tram the character cf
a professt message (rom Him, wbmther <bat message
la realîy ým Him ; while anotlhor creature, theugli
afie capali cf knowing Hlm, may bo se ignorant cf
Hlm as ni te b. able te recognite Hîs volce? lsa
tbere suck différence between one man's knowledge
cf a bumaauthor and acother mana knowletige cf
hlm, that e cne knows at a glance that a certainL
pioce of xting sa bis production, whie the ailier la
utterly incpetent ta formi any jutigment la the mat.
tot ; andi cy tbore net be sucb a diffirence betweee
one man's zowletige cf Goti andi another man's know.
letige cf lb, that theoane can recognize <ho volce cf
God vlienle speaks, while the ciber connut ? It is
se, arce;4g te the teaching ci Christ. Andi, la
accordancwith tbis teaching. it la a matter of tact in
human exonce, that there are men whe can recog.
mite God'inice and men who cancot. These two
classes eft <n are respectively those wlio are willing
te de the il of Goti andti bose wbo are mot. The
mac who Iiiilling te de tlie wili cf Ged cornes te
knov thatVe teacbleg of Jesus Is froam God, by attain.
ing sucli aowledge cf Him as te be able to rocogn::e
His voicoe.n ability whlcli the man wbo is net viUling
te de the il ef Gad cannot acquire.

Thore ci b. no objection te the viova nov pre.
sented, arýig frein the tact cf man's native depravity
and ignorf.e cf divine things, coither of which frites
biln fromýae obligation resting on hlma as Godes
rational, c$ture. As we have already saiti, a man
wbe la veignorant cf the will of Ccd, andi cenaclous
of much l$erfectlon and sin may, noflvitbstandjjng,
b. truly ving te do <he vill of God ; and he certainty
la on, if hýctuaUIy, though ve:y îrepeifecily, eradea-
vours ta 4the will cf Ced in se far as h. keowa it,
and uses ilable means te know ît furtber. Didour
limita peýt, or were it neetiful in thie present paper,
it might lshown ln detai! <bat the mnan who fa wili-
ing te dy~ wiUl cf Ced ia ne allier <ban tbe sinful
man whopdcr conviction cf sin, la led te inquiro
wbat horit do tobe saved. Hîs motive may aifirst
secin ve4, and saute may affect te despise it; but
Ho wlo wsaur gultand depravityantiappeals <o
aur cwn ýf.intcrest, vil! cet despise the cry cf the
siecer whfeelicig that hli l ready tei perisb, vaulti
know whiGod would have hlm; te do. Howeve: 1ev
bis motiw'siay be, lu s enough meantime tbat it la
effectuai, ktatt hlmn on the way of doing the wili of
Ced. HýiIl bc actuated by bigber motives as be
progresso Meantime, feeling <bat b. is a lest ain.
nor, havigno hope or light save what cornes freont
Ccd, he 4, by keeping the vay on wbicli is convic-
tion ai si!ua% startid li, bave, in due time, a fll
perauasioqrhu**g cut of bis avn persoral experienco,
<bat the <tiing of Chrhsts Gospel la divine, We are
cat, in cc*ction with Ibis aspect cf our subject, te
overlook tinecessity cf the age!]cy af the Spirit in the
production! thb full persuasion, but rauber te give
prominen&a it. Ie allier wards, we are te givo no un.


