
THE RQCKWOQD REVIEW

was true, but She did flot want hier
husband to get " et up." Amid the
howis of iaughter from those who
enj oyed the j oke on me, I explained
that this was the very reason 1 hiad
not gonc, to see the bear too.

Butto return to our bruins. Parit
bas always insisted that bears are
the most difficuit animais to get
near, Joe backs him up ini the state-
ment, and jinmy deelares thatuntil
the present occasion hie bas failed
to get near the animal. Wc found
a dried up cranberry marsh where
bears evidentiy siept pretty regu-
larly, and the oak trees partiy strip-
ped of acorns toid that the feeding
ground was near. Trhis marsli was
flot large, and we arranged to sur-
round it as wvell as possible ini the
morning. The novices, Charlie L.
and Pompey, were eîitrusted with
the leeward side, Napoleon and 1
took the ends, and Parit, Jimmry
and Joe came up from the wind-
wvard side. Vie reached our posi-
tions wvithout incident, and then
the question arose, were the bears
asleep in the long grass ?

Pompey was without gun, and
declared that bis flash-iight overcoat
was kiiling enoughi for anything,
and wvou1d certainly turiu a bear
f rom the beaten track. We wvaited
patientiy for three hours, wvhen sud-
deniy Parit and Jimniy.-eeiiied to
becorne int&rested. Then Parit
slowvly put bis ritle to his shoulder,
and in a moment a sliut rang out.
We couid sec a wild miovenient in
the long grass. in faet three places
tbe grass began to move vioiently,
and it wvas evident that beuin %vas
astir. Presently Pompey began to
veil like a bowling dervisb,. and to
shake his Flash Liglit wvith vigor-
then Charlie L. let flyatsomnething
we conld flot see-N apoleon %vas
hieard froni ton, and 1 iet fl), at a
black streak plougbiingr tbrough the
nuarsh soine liundrcci yards zaway.
Surely the wvnole place w~as alive
with bears. Nov J inimy wvas seen

taking aim, and bis shot evidentiy
went home as the movemnent in his
direction ceased. A good sized cub
went flying past Pompey, receiving
a parting salute froni Charlie L.,
but was evidently unhiart. The
bear I fired at wentstraightat Nap-
oie on, and wvas neatly dropped by
that géntleman at forty yards. An
investigation sbowed that three
bears, an old one and tvro large
cubs, had been in the patch, and
wve had bagged two. There were
tbree buiiet-z in one and two in the
otber, so tbe great moral question
cornes up, wvho really shot the bears?
Tbese are tbe faets of the case, and
no doubt every fellow wviil tell his
story in a different wvay. Ail the
samne tbe best skin bia!, failen to my
lot, and excitement runs high over
this battue. It was nota very gior-
ious achievement after al, and
iacks a good deai of the bigbi toned
fiavor of niany bunting stories, but

*you remienber that 1 biave alwvays
been radier matter of fact, and the
Davy Croekett element bas been
iackîng. Those bears, when the

*Amnerican contingent reach Buffalo
-wvill be grizzlies. \Vill write suon
again.

Yours, &c.,
TiuE CO.MNODORE.
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