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wero instantly stayed ; the f'ru1i.ý of' Illove, joy, police, long..
sufi'ering, genticness, goodness, faith, inceeknoss, tetitpernntce,"
in a inoasure suck nas il nt bee. seen tjince apostolic times,
began te appear anong thiese iimple 1'nhitians. But certain
Roman Catholic priests efflectud ait catrance iand, reising te
dcpart pcaccably, wcre f'orciiIý expeiicd by the autiioritici;; and
then crime the %%ar.sliiî across the 1>acillc, to intimate tho bigla
dispicasure oi'Frntice rit wliat tiivse simnple iqiatiders baid dontc.

Saf'ely nt ancîtor in the bay of' Papute, lus guis poinîte(], Cap.
tain Du Petit Thtouars inf'ornied the initabitants of' Tahtiti tduit
France had been insulted,--tiîat lie wvaâ liera ta denitind repara.
tion,--and that unicss a line of tvo tlîousavid dollars %vas in.
stantly paid, lie %vouid blow down every building iii tijeir isiaxd
wîth bis canon. Thle Qucen replicd to titis nmenace, intimna.
ting that site wislitd ail hortour, glory, and ltaipiness te the
Frencht King,-thiit she %%as iiistrcss eof but titis littie isle,-
nevertheless, being îlot less independeîtt as its Sovereigît than
Captaiu Du Petit TIhouars' master %vas as monarci eo' France,
alto was disposed te stnd upen her rights. This answer bail
nothing but its trîtth and jutstice te recemmend it, aîud w"as tuot
likoly te be regarded as very formiidable by a mni 6vlîo baad
France and his guns te back hiîn. T1wo tltousand dollars !-a
scmaîl sum, when we take iute acceuut titat it wab te buy off,
the displeasure eof righty France, yet the public revenutes of
Tahiti could net f'urnislh the amott, tîtouglu the Qucen ltad been
wviliing te submit te the indiguity eof paying il. T1he gutîs iii tue
bay stoed threateniîug the dwellings on shore ; and ii titis ex.
tremity the missienaries and the Britisht marchuants -ýollected a
aura equal te the demand eo' the French commander, whiclî,
being handed te Captain Du Petit Thouars, lie %veighed aî.-iior
and bore aw'ay ia triumph, carrying te France the twe thousaiid
dollars which the terrer eof lus threats hiad exterted front the
def'enceless isianders.

Du Petit TVhouars w~as genie, but tîte sexuse efthde indignities
lhe bad inflicted rankled iii the breasts ef the Quicen and ber
council, and tltey now passed a law that ne one contîected with
the Romisli Ciuurch, under tb8 autiuerity of the French Govera.
ment, shouid ho allowed te settie permaîuently in tite island.
IVell, a shert time elapses, and anether French sluip ot' %var
unakes its appearauce on the ceast. lBas Franuce been again
insulted 7 Cannet this littie State, se far removed f'rom ZDthe
shores eo' Europe, take a sinfgie step, or pass any law vviiatever,
for the regulation eof its affairs, but it must nceds give uniubragc
te France 1 Here, again, is the represcntative et' the .6 great
nation" complaining of newv injuries, and demaading tue repeal
of the law which forbade the permanent res;denceofet French-.
men, members of the Roniish communion, on the island. The
demnand is enf'orcedl by the old arguments, and Tahiti aîîd her
Queen are ebliged te submit: thie law~ is repeuled, and tue
,qrtimese departs.

Tahiti bail bumbled herself oefore her powverful ezlemy , but
this can procure ber ne e.xeru.ption fronu continued aggressious.
la truth, lier troubles are only commencing. France feels the
necessity eof having seinething like a tubl te showv fur taking
into ber own hands the laws, the religion, and the goverrament
of Tahiti, as she nowv meditates doing. Capiairi Du Petit
Thouars is again despatchcd; but this time hoe carnies wvithIî im
an instrument nîuch less formidable la appearance, but far mort
dangerous in reality, than the guns ivhici on former visits ho
bail pointcd again2t the island. Titis is a document, drawn
and ready for the signture eof the Queon and ber chiefs, setting
forth that Pemare fuels hierself incapable eof governing her king-
dom, and earnestiy solicitz; ïhat the Ilshadow of Frne may
be thrown aoier ber. But such a scheme must be wvariiy gene
about. And se it was. The chiefs -,vero inv'ited te dine on
board the vessel in the bay. They %vore piied wvith lîquor, and
then the document was produccd. The astonished chiefs re.
fused te sign a palier which virtually amounted te, the dethrene.
ment of their severeign. Thj wero toid that they baad heen
guilty eof offcning rcpeated insults te France, and that theso
would be learfuiiy avenged, unless the document wvns instnntiy
sigied. They again faltered forth excuses and deniais, but
were immediately surrournded %vith an armed force. rThus
overpowvercd, tbey took the pion, and, w'ith trembling bnds,
affixed their names.

Pomaro ivas absent frein Tahiti wvhen this scene %vas enact.
ed. She lîad Ieft lier palace, and retired te the neighbouring
ilie oflInco, expectirtg shortly te give birth te her fourtii child.

On the following nierning a messeniger wvas despatched with
tue fatal documenît. lus tirst request for an interview was ire.
t used; b>ut, groiig more iînperieus and insolent, ho wes at
leîîgth admitted. 'l'e only alternative preâented te Pomare
wnas, tduat site shouid 8iga the documtentt, or have lier island
desoiaîed by tîte carun efth le, French. SIe saw thoero the
naintes et' lier citiefs, but site knew net that titeir signatures had
buceinafTixednlu te midstof'ieuch Ilirents and bayoitets. Wbat
wvas tue poor Quceeu te do 1 She iîad ne army; f'or ever since
sqhe enibraced Ciîri4tianity site bil governied wvithout soidiers.
Titere was ne British ship iii the bay te wltich she might appeal
for protectieîî; ber cliiefs liad yielded te the demands of France;
aîtd ceuid she, a wvomaîî, nbandloîed, as it seemed, by the whole
wvorld, stand eut alnioe The nuessenger waited in the citamber,
and duriîug tue ixitervals of' liter sfliig-orit was now the
liour eof 'uuatuire's sorrov,"-plied lier with entreatios te aigri,
and rîtffinniy thrents of' violence if site refused. Unhappy Po.
mare! She bail einbraced tue gospel. This wvas the head
and front cf ber offeîuding; and nowv she must atone with the
loss ef' ber deminiotis. Site took the docu:nent,-af'ured ber
nuinme,-rettîrtned it te the ni esse nge r,-and thon, bursting into a
flood cf' tears, aîtd embrnciug lier eidest son, a child eof six
years, she exclaimed, IlMy clîuld, I have signed away thy birth-
right.",

Sucu is the simple story of' the %vrongs eof this %voman. The
acters in these tragedies lihle imagiaed that %%,hat thcy perpo.
trated it tîte solitudes et' the Pacifie, would ho toid upen the
iîouse.tops cf' Europe. But w~hnt dees Franuce say te this tale
of ureng 1 France,-the ]and of' chivalry,--tvhat says she te
triumpis wonu i>y force and frnud over defencoless wemanheod
and unarîned islanders ?

Over Tahiti wvas nowv thrown. as the Frenîch delighted to
terni it, tue Ilshadow et' their country." But that sbadow seem-
cd te blight lte little isie. Pence and bappinoss could net live
beneath it. 'l'b erection et' the IlProtectorate" wvas followed
by a series of humniliations and sufl'erings inflicted on both the
Quicen and luer people. Her flag %vas torn dowvn, and the tri-
ceieur mounted upon ber palace. Tho island wvas filled with
Frenuch troops. I>omare was driven te seek refuge In the lieuse
eof tue Britisht Contsul ; whiie lier "lprotecters" eccupied ber
palace, and issued their decrees in tbe same et' the Frencha
mnoîuarch. Finding lierself in jeepardy even la the British
Cotîsuinte, sIte wvas gind to escape, wvith ber husband and chil.
dretu, on board an English schooner, and tako up ber abode in a
neiglubouring island,-Raiaten. Immediately on lier departure,
TIahiiti %vas plunged inte aIl the horrors of var. The natives
refuscd te disown their Qîteen and recognise the French Pro.
tecterate as supreme; and the attcmpt was accurdingly madie
te compel theni by force et' arms. Tbe war broke out; and
tite iîthabitants, f'orsnking tiîir villages on thae plainu, wvhere
they deemcd themselves iaadcquate tu contend wvith the superior
numbers et' tue Frenchu, beteok themselves te the t'astnessos et'
titeir bis. Thither they wvere foilowed by tli, enemy, whomn
tiîey uuew cncousitercd, and routed wvith considerable loss. To
avenge their defeat, en their wvay back te their encnnupment on
the beach, the Frencli set tire te the churches, felled the breati.
fruit trees and cocoas, piliaged the villages, and did every thing,
itu short, which their mens cnablcd thein te de te convert. this
fruitftul and beautiful island into a dosert. But we uannot flir.
tuer detail the ravages which have fellowzd French aggressiea
in Tahiti. An important question yet remains,--in what way
can Christians ia Britain aid their aggrieved and outraged
brethren la Polynesia?

THE REVELATIONS 0F ASTRONOMY.
( Continued from NT~orth British Review.)

Hitherto wc have been surveying Nvorlds at a respect'ul dis.
tance frein cach other, and having days and nigbts, and seasoas
and aspects, et' tue samne character, but we newv arrivenat a me.
gion iii space wvbere some great catastrophe bas, deubtless,
taken pince. Beyond the orbit et' Mars, and rit the distance et'
263 millions et' miles from the suri, the celebrated M. Piazzi of
Paierno discovered, on the Ist et' Jauîuary, 1801, a smahi planet,
Ceres, w~hich revolveti round tho sun in 1681 days, and itsdiani.
eter, according te W. Herschel, is only 163 miles, whube
Scîtreeter makes it 624. Dr. Olbera discoveredianother amaîl
planet, PalAs, on the 21at March, 1802, with a.diametercf ouly


