
THE HALIFAX PHILATELZST.

between those two points there were only two post c.flices for ail the peopie
between these places. The mail couriers were nct allowed to dteliver mail
on the wray.

At last by a united effort of al! the Colonies (Canada, New Brunswický,
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and P. E. Island,) the Engli sh governii-ent
turned over the postal administration to the different Provincial groverui-
ments. From this date, uyTt 81 h intcresting parto hepia
history of these Provinces commence.

ln the Post Office Departnient's Letter Book, the first reference to
postage stamps is in the following letter:

"HALIFAX, April 2lst, 1851.
'Sir,-

"'As the period is fast drawing near when the reduced rate of posta£!e
is to take effeet, in Nova Sco-tia, and, as I perceive by the Provincial Act,
that Provincial stamps are to be provided for the covenience of the public,
and not beingy aware that any steps have been taken by the grovernment to
obtain thein, I request to be informed whether His Excellency would
authorize me to make application for a supply froin the authorities of the
General Post Office.

ciI would beg to suggrest, that a req uisition for .5,000 sheets, or more, be
made, each sheet containingr 240 Heads, which, at 3d., ivould be eqtjal to
£15,000, or £3 for each sheet.

IlAlso, £5,000 of 6d. stamps for double letters, or letters exceeding the,
haif ounce; and also 60 " defacing stamips," for the use of the several Post-
masters throughout, the Province.

ciI would further suggest that the Head to be something siniilar to
that represented in the margin; the field to be blute instead of red, or anv
other color lis Excellency would prefer.

IIThis supply wouid, I imagine, be sufficient for the flrst introduction of
this reduced rate, wvhen, should ' is Excellency think proper, other arrangre-
ments could l>e made for keeping up the supply.

"Should the Lieutenant-Governor approve of this proposition, I wvill
apply to the Post Office in London by the next packet.

1 have, etc.,

"THE ON'JLE. (Signed,) A. WOODGATE.

JOSEPH HOivE."

Acopy of the design mentioned in this letter is on the margin of the
Lettem' Book. It is a largre rectanglar shape, in centre the hiead of theý
Queen, of a type somewhat like rheeearly Mauritins, excepting that there i;ý
not any crown or wreath on head. This is drawn on a square of red-at top,
"POSTAGE "; bottom, IIThree Pence " in small script writing; left side, "NOV'A'
reading, up, and at right, side IISCOTiA&" reading down; in each cornera
smail square, with figrure "3" in it. The whole look of the design is muchi
like the early Matirit us.

The " defacing " or cancelling, stamp's design was very much like the
one adopted, being, the same oval shape, but the lines on face were perpen-


