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The Wice'little Wasp.
JFROD A DISSIONARY IN INDIA.

J have beau tbinlking th4ý you might
like to hear a littie abquit a very in-
dustrious kind of wasp,. which le com-
mon here. IL hia»s nt, Lhe bright.yel-
low and black etripes of the Englieli
wa.ap, but is ol a brown colour and
larger. This litt)e creýture le very
induetrious, asmay be.ceen in the care
viith which it makes celsa fox its youflg.
TheBe it bubide, on eialls or doors,'
generally preferring ;vood. Some-
times you will èer, p rowi of them under
a. table, or you, willi,heay the buzz of
the littie ereature. behind -youF chair,
for it le building there. When if. has
selented -the place for its nest 'it fi les'
ofi', anid soon cornes baek with a 1itIe
bail of jnuç, about the sige of. a eùiail
pea), between bts two front feet.- "It.
ba~s been intothe garden and W'orked~
up snme of the earth there, with a
flild eupplied from. ite own body, loto
a lump of soft mud fit for use in its
building. This it sticks to, the *chaïr, i
or to, aoy 4putwere it.iatends to r'ake'
i ts zil, and then it spreacts it out and'
shaps it -with bts. feet, su, as tu, le~ e
fo)undation for a little mial. This being
dune, off it files again tu get another
bail of mud, wvhich ig put upon that
wiich was brougbt before,,and worked
on it, and thue it builds Liii It bas made
a long oval celi, about au inch long,
and haif au loch broad: su roof and
walls are aIl built of mud. For a door
a littie round hole le left at one end.-
When the oel l finisbed thus. far, the
wasp laye a smali egg inside, fastening
it tu the celi by -afine thread, su that
the egg bangs fren the top. This
dune, away it flies again, and gets
emati green. caterpillgrs, or spiders,
witb which it fille up the bottom of
the ceil. TheBe caterpillare the wasp
in ezome woy or other stuns, but doe
nôt kili, for if they were killed they
wouid be soon unfit for food. *These,
are put into t he celi, that .when the egg
je hatched. ' tcre may be fGud for the
young grab vihieh ,oomea ont of it.-

Now, as the egg wilI be some -days be-
fore it is hatched, it le necessary that
the ca 'terpillars ehoùld b'e alive.-
What a clever wvasp, tô krî all thiti;
or. rather, how wise that God who
tçachee it thuzi to acti1

When it lias brouglit seven or eight
caterpillars, thé wasp cloqeq up the
hole with a thîn coating' of mud, to
prevenit insects 'fronà gettIng in whieh
mjight destroy the egg. 'Thèn it sets
tQ .w ork to iùiId another ceil, adjoining
ýhe other,. 80 that the àatnè side wval1
may do for'both. 'When this is fin.
isbed,, another little 'egg îs put fnto
it, ,with caterpillars colected as before.

[n tis ay 1I~ingyeùious builder forms
tbIe celis in a row, seldoùt'iess than
taree, and'oftenffveor six." Ail the
time IL '1s at work 'it mak'eàa low buz.
zing 'Doisé,-as ir-talki -td' itself, or
singine sorne littié 80flg.- As s000 s
Lheé littie grub cornés ont Ôf the celi
it begins ïo, çat 'up ffhd caterpillars ;
and it devours tiierù àu' fagt that in a
few days t hey have' ail disappeareri,
and 'the littie glutton bas becQme su, big
as nearly to fili up itàeceit. Having nu
miore food to 'cat, the grub turne ioto a
chrysalis, and aftee atijé'e , s changed
again into a wasp. Andýàw, being
ready to, fiy about in the open air, it
wishee tô get out ôf it8 prison. And it
dues this very eleverly, by first wetting
the earth by which, the ceil wai
elosed up with fiuid fron.i ts owvn
body,, and theo breaking opQn the door.

Now yuu have often heard of the
poor heathen here, and that they are
very ignorant. This you wiil easily
believe when 1 wil tell yuu what they
think of this wasp and itsa buzzing. It
le su commuon that rnost of tbem have
seen it;- yet, froin not ittendiing much
to its9 muvementé, they do not know that
it Jaya an egg, and thus they fooliahly
fancy that it is a kind of charmer. It
builds, say they, a celi, collects caterpil-
lare, and then by the buzzing, which
they consider to Ïbe the saying of mun-
tkrum, or pirayers, they suppose it
chauges these caterpillars loto wasps
like itseif. This strange notion je


