
W'ORDSWORTH 'S

ODE ON INTIMATIONS 0P IMMORTALITY.

'T 1- IS wonderfuil poemn w'as conîposed duriîig the period ef Wordsivortlh's
.lreatest mental activity and poN'er. It niay be said to, stand eveni at

the igali wvater imark of his peculiar felicities of style and thouglit. 11we
four first stanzas were written abouit the close of the year 1803, the reinaiîî-
ing and more valuable p~rtion two years later, whvlen tlie poet hiad reaclei
]lis tliirt.y-flfthi year. By this tinie li-e hiad f uily recovered froin the shoclc
lus natuire and bis faitli liad siistained Ilirougli the collapse of his hopes
for the Freuchi Revolutioiiisti, anîd thiroughl themi for oppressed, humanity
everywhere. Ini 18029 t'le Eari of Ilonsdale, whvlo liadl persistently refused to
pay the poet's father duri lus lifetiîne, and, af ter lus decease, lus hieirs a
just debt, died, and wvas succeeded by a more hionorable kinsman, whio not
only paid the original ilebt of £5,000, but £4-8,5O0 iii interest asw~ell. Two-
fif tlis of this anuiount fell to Wordsworth aifd ]lis sister wlho lived- with Iii,
and, added to liaisley Calvert's legaey of a few years before, prodîîced an
inconie wlîiclî enabled thiein to lire, if they so desired, ini comparative luxury,Y
wliilst it allayed ail fears as to tlueir meaxus of livelilîood ini the future. Nai'
more, it enabled tlue poet to take to limiself a wvife, Mary l-utcliiîîson, blis
cousin, -whonu lie bail long known and loyed. Ilis peins were also slowl-y
risiîîg iuuto favor, hiaving mil Uhe ganuitiet of a lîost of ijust aîîd-as tinie
lias 1 roved-incoinieteuit crities, anud the poet feit satisfied that, sooner or
later, 'Lue great lesson lie hiad to teacli would id its way to the lueart of
hinauuity. To ail tiiese favoriuug circuiîîstancDs add the fact tluat liew~as
ini the flushu of îiaiuliood, Nvluen the physical and mîental poNvers are usually
at their best, and w~e nicedl uot wonider tlîat tlîis partielîlar period should
Sec iLhe birtbi of blis greatest works. The I>rclude wzas fiuîislied ini the sainle
year as the Ode. and the clioic-est portionis of the Excursion lîad been coin-

îuosed. TIruc, tiiere were timues af ter t.lis -%vliei the j)oet eliinbcd to the old
hieiglits, anud mnder thîe 01(1 inspiration, tuttered senitimients as richlly hiter-
f --cd as ever -%vîth

LThie Iighàt tliat never wis on seu anid land"

but they Nvere -mot frecjueut, anîd diii not. recur after an eveiuii of c.xtraor-
dinuarýy lbealty ini 1818. Tlue couicliuduig hunes of the i-,eii coiîposed oui
thiat occasion înay Le fitly applied to ]liq zvri literary career

"%Tle visionary spiondour fades,
,Aind Xiglit approaches with lier sh-ades."


