
'i'JE 1ISJ'','?A 'OLXEJU X

great ouïside ivorld, tboy are fooble-
niinded, "goody-goodly," imporfcctly
educated,, and -w'itbal, givon to dolivor-
ln- sermons of forty instead of fifen
or tw'enty minutes. Tiiese tbings are
working rulu, enmptying clîurches, and
driving away young mon.

Well, if assertions were facts, thec sit-
uation would certainly be serious. Were
Mr. Bok's iii8c dixi, as truc as the Gos-
pel, good people imiglit well be alarmed.
Dut Lie is manifestly ignorant as to bowv
Presbyterian mnistors, in Canada at
least, are trainod. '%Ve do not " educate
the goody-goody boys of our familles to
bce ministers."1 Our studonts, as a class,
are young mon of vg-o*r who figlit their
own battle in tlc w-orid. They ar~e not
nurtured like bot-bouse plants. Tbiey
are flot coopod and sholtcred froni the
strongest curronts of thouglit iii the age.
Tbey take their place in our univers!-
tics along witli those aspiring to be Iaw-
yers, doctors, scientists and legisiators,
and carry away a full sliareo0f academie

- onors and niodals before pursuing tbeo-
logical studies. Tes, and some of tbema
gain high distinctions iu ruanning, jumnp-
ingM cricketiug, football, and ail forms
0f atbletics. But as f0 being conversant
w'ith ail otiier ni-ocations than their
owvu, tiiere mîust bie a, linîit, notwitb-
standing the doinand for their be-
ing men of tise w-orld and of broad
culture, 1 cati rccail the career of
a: vigorous iniister w-ho, was strong
ln business, asnd ev.entually gave up
Gospel workz aitogether; and the ca-
reer of anotlîe'r w-lin studied commer-
cial pursuits and politics, and kznew far
more about the culture of becs and the
breeding of cattle and swine than about
thc prophecies of Isaix and thc epistles
of Peter and Paul. lie was a mani of
abulity and ,a fluent speaker, but sensible
cong-rpegalons soon ti'red of bis prelec-
tions, and lie w-as finaily reiegated to
w'eli-merited obscuî-ity aud silesîce-

Young mien are doubtless kept froni
churcli by tise fauits. of ininisters. It
is possible, bowever, tisat tiiore is cx-

aggeratloà la this respect, the number
of abseutees may be magnifled, and it
Is j~~ .î2 tlîat othier potent causes for
thelr i.-sence are ovcrlooh-ed or Ignored
ln the article before me. The writer
takos no account 0f tihe naturai aversion,
f0 the thing-s 0f God, w'blch bolongs to
tIse unrenewed heart and Uhc perniclous
influence excrted by tbe flond of anti-
Christian literature of o-ar day.

It is easy to picture young men read-
ing -gOod books, but tbey makc an-
other selection as well. 1 bave seen men
and w-onien ibsorbed iu sensational.
tales and sceptical essays iu Uic crowded
streeLt cars of New Yo'rk as well as in
thc great thorougIhfares of travel ; but
bardly ever bave I found in their bauds
respectable, scientifie, or ethical treat-
!ses, to say notbin.g 0f Uic Bible.

Young mien xnay bc doterred from
churcis attendance by uncomfortable
pows, and poisonous atmnospbere tirougb
lack of ventilation. Tbey may bie driven
aw%%ay by tic coidness ani lack of kindly
Christian sympatsy 0f deacons, eiders
an<l menmbers, and by whiat they deon,
justly or unjustly, tbe inconsistency and
bypocrisy of proinient persons in Uic
cbuircb. -10w of ton do we biear of tbeir
being three or four years in a churcli
witbout being spok-en te by nyouc.
Tliey may sec se littie practical differ-
once betw-een tise churcli and tihe world
as to load tli to conciude tîsat it mat-
ters not f0 w-hich tbey belong. Tiseir
frequont ttendancme upon theatres and
operas and "socular lectures, spiced -witbi
sccpt'cal bluta and der!zve allusions te
Cbristianity, and tbeir rnembersbip in
clubs and varlous societies wbere thc
same atmosplzre is breatbed, may im-
pair and evcu destroy their reliash for
ail religions exorcises. Tbey may feel
w-ounded and insulted by the plain in-
oisive trutbs sent home te tbeir con-
sciences from tihe pulpit. Tisey may be
under Uic poNvor of the god of fuis world
-an agent unrecognized in Mdr. Bok's
essay. Wben Christ proacboed, tbey said
"'Ho is boside Hitiself, H1e bath Beeîze-


