
A MINISTER'S TEMITATLONS.

but new and niuch more seductive wviles of the Adversary sur-
round hlim on e-vcry side. The Son of God Hixuseif, -%ven
dwelling arnong men, '«as tempted in ail points -like as we are,
and one tenîptattion at least -whîcih ho endured. could not hiave
had any force with ar±other being.

There xnay be mnisters wlio occupy a position of slich rare
spiritual eininence that, for thieni, sucli temiptations as I arn
about to describe have ceased to be. I eau only bow before
thenri and aeknowledge the Omnipotent grace w'hici lias miade
t1hem f0 differ so greatly from myseif. 1 arn speakrng, liow-
ever, to the rank and -file of our bretliren, companions in the
hiardships and tribulations of our comimon life; too ofteni only
partially sanctified; lIurried by fthe difficulties of pastoral duty
i'ito sin; burdeiied. with tasks unperformed; tormented by

thlc- falsenless, Pliarisaismi, lxypocrisy and unrcasonablc'ness
of moen; -weighied down by the dIread responsibilities of the
sýacred office, yet stili chained fast to it by consciente and
tlie providence of God.

To attemipt any exliaustive catalogue of the seductions to
cvii whichl beset the servant of the Lord would be a dry and
difficuit task. An Amnerican lias said thiat thiere arc just tlire
1-ïindred -iid fifty-t.No sins possible f0 ordinary men, but a
ininister lias a '«ider field for transgression. Anid yet the suli-
jeet caîrnot bo made definite -without a discussion of seine
specifie dangers.

Thiere are in;uxy temiptations -%%idei assail hlmi like otlher
Iulen, on the side of bis Go-adlife. Nc iluay. bave bis ow;u
sp)iritua-,l scusibilities inunbed býy bis constant professional conk-
tiact withi fiblical idcas and Christian experiences. Bocause.
lie lias to pray so offoen iii public and in blis pastoral orlie
inny flnd it diflicult to continue iii flic truc spirit of prayer,
aid mazy uxeghcect secret devotion. TIc niay corne to stiidy
divine truthi for a purely intelleetuzil or hoînilotic pturpose,
rathier tlhan wvitli a practical, l)Orrsonal aixui. Bcingr lettcd and
spoilod by an indulgent people, lie niay g"row'%aglty imnper-

ions and~ ogiatie; or soffly and c nfly luxuri ils, verfa

removcd frein thiat '«arrior liarduess Nvhichi evocrv t-rue soldier


