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the British Government had actually 2e-]  Whus, the course which they themselves
pealed the previous Orders, so that the osten- acknowledged would be just, and gave im-
sible ground of complaint against this, plied promise of adopting, was not adopted
country was removed.”  The war—the, when the condition had been fulfilled. The
grand provocation having heen thus x‘c-’;:u\'crnmcnf of the United States stand,
moved—was persisted iu, wor want of a!then, self-convicted of wanton agaression on
better excuse, on the ground of the Impress- the North  American Colonies of Great
ment question.  But the Impressment mat- Britain, and of prosceuting the war on
ter had actually been mrranged in the Treaty | grounds different from those which they
of 1806,—a Treaty approved of to the fullesi | were accustomed to assign. I to our
extent, and signed by the negotintors of the  mother-land there attach the reproach of
United States concerned in framing it,  impolitic pertinacity in maintaining, so long,
though Mv. Jefferson afterwards, for reasons & system prejudicial to her own commerce,
best known to himselfy refused to ratify it and Irritating to a neutral power, under an

Nohody, therefore, could pretend but that
the question of Right of Search and Im-
pressment, as it had once 1 wa settled, [T shall’ ultinmtely in recommending war, in
might be settled again, without recourse to | case Great Britain shall not Lave rescinded her
N . . . Orders jn Council, and made some satisfactory
arms, and was still open foramicable adjust arrangements in respect to the impressment of
ment, our seamen.  If theve should he any gentlemen
m the house who were 1ot satisfied that we
The Wa' of 1812 13, Pcia . s lought to go to war for omr mariiime rights,
TSI 2 esides the mowal ohli- | 2U& 29 ¢ SIS,
"I_’(“N‘(:; ’(‘”}‘l;',‘. "”m\& eati anifestis rostine Mr. P, earnestly entreated that they would not
Hie Luited St gationmamlestlvrestng | coeo for the resolutions. Do not. said he, let
on the govermmuent of thc!ns raise armics, unless we intend to employ
United States to ahandon, in comnwii honesty lh(“m!. e :lulnot nean to}s';]'l""‘ttﬂllc rights
. . o pamd heneir of the country, et us lrain 1
and fairness, a war, the alieged provocazion to | 07 PER0RE 7 Lhe countiy; et us not dran 1d

of its resourees.
which had been removed ; the American . .

. : . ) M. P.osaid, he was aware that there wero
Congress were vivtually pledged to such an many gentlemen in the house who were dis-
abandonment, their own words withessing | satisied that the comemittee had not gone fur-
against them. In the Report of the Com- :i:c:‘, :_mnl ru-un:;;m:d;wl ;:.n innfncdl:ltc declara-
H . e . ion of war. ov the adoption of some measures
mittee (November '29:1\, 1811y wrging pre-| ohien would nave insl:x‘ntly precipitated us into
paration for war, it was stated that their,it. But ise confessed such was not his opinion;
intention was, “as soon as the furces o !w‘ had no i«]:,.]l of pluugi;:gl oarselves headlong
. N <0 Vinte awar with a powerful nation, or even a
templated to he raised fh“"ld be inang vespeetable vprovinee, when we had not three
tolerable state of preparation, Lo reeommend | regiments of men to sprve for that service. Ho
the employment of them fur the purpose for | hoped that ve siould not be influenced by the
which they shall have been raised, waless , "IN of newspapers, nor by a fear that the
o A . spivit of the 12 Congress would be questioned,
Great Britain snally in the meanlime, have |1 abandon the pianinest dictates of common
done us justice.”’* sense andcommon discretion. e was sensible
that there were many good men out of Congress,
as well as many of his best friends in it, whose
appetites were prepared for a war feast. Ho
# The Committee, Mr. P. said, have not re- | was not surprised at it, for he knew the provo-
commended this course of measures without a catives had heen sufiiciently great.  But ho
full sense of the kigh responsinility which they ! hoped they would not insist on calling in the
have taken upon themselves.  They ave awave | gnests, at Jeast until the table should havebeen
that war, even in its hest and fairest form, is [spread.  When this was done, ke pledged him-
an cvil deeply to be deprecated: but it issome- 'a\:!f, in behall of the Commiittee of Foreign
times, and on few oceasious perhaps move than | Relutions, that the gentleman should not be
on this, a necessary evil.  For mysclf; L con- | disappointed of' the entertainment for the want
fess I have approxched the subject not only fof hidding: and he helieved he might also
with diffidence, but with awe: but T will never y pledge himself for many of the members of the
shrink from my duty beeanse it s avdueas or | Cotmittee, that they wonld 1ot be among the
unpleasant, and 1 can most religionsly declare [last to partake personally, not ouly in tho
that 1 never acted under stronger ov clesver | pleasures, it any there should be, but in all
convictions of duty than 1 do now in recom- | the dangers of the revelry.—American Weekly

mending these preparatory measures; or than | Register, vol. 1, v 263,




