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to take lus regular inidnight stroll ere
returning at cock-crowv to, the mystic
regions of the uriknovn. Even the lîouse
itself lias attaclied to its rain-battered
walls nîany gliostly rumors and apparently
implenetrable mysteries. Durina; the dead
hours of the niglit, strange and unaccount-
table sounds used to be beard %vith-
in the darkened moins, and queer
stealthy figures -'vere occasionally seen
mioving, in uneartlîly silence about the
premises. Iliat tliese marvellous nocturnal
sighits and sounds can be attributed to
otlier causes, altogether différent frein the
inidnighit revels of citlier glîosts or goblins,
this present sketch uvili satistactorily show.
I enny Mý-cShiane, the former proprietor
of the pace, used to assert most enm-
pliatically that the old building and its
surrounidings 'vas indeed "infested with
spii/ " but then a close observer could
notice a IPeculiai' twinkle in bis left eye as
he pronunced the last word.

F~or sonic of us tlîîs ancient farmbiotise
is an object of sp)ecial and meniory-
bonored interest. It is wbiere rnany a
plensaîit evtning wa~s sp)ent in the good
old tinues, and, nuoreover, it wvas %vitbir, its
walls, or rathcr under tbemn, that Larry
M\cFury, an intiniaze friend of the Owi.,
once liad the bold audacity to aid in
defrauding Her Most Gracious Mjsy
H-ow) and to wbant extent. Lirry offended
against the ighiiity British Empire ;vill now
be briefly and lucidly explained.

As %vas said before, thc soutb western
end of this quaint old building wvas
fortnierlv used as a barn and stable. As
you enter tlic barn and ex<amine it more
closely, you cannoi lie)1) reniarking some-
tliintg that at once calîs forth an exc!amia-
tion of surprise. A pocrtion of the eartben
fl'îor lias given wv re vealing a dark
cavity th Uiy.nîteriotis clepths of wliiclî our
eye-s can bardly peîîctrate until tliey
beconie accustonmed to the unusital dark-
ness. It is evidently a kind of cellar, but.
froin ai ap)pear.-ances, 'vas neyer intended
to, serve the ordinary purposes of a cellar.
The solid ci-4y of tlie barnî floor lias beeu
quarried out te a deptlî of six or seven
feet. 'l'le op)ening tlîus formied is care-
fully roofed ever witlî leavy beanis, laid
close together, and these in turn are
ingeniously cencealed by a hieavy ceatirxg
of Jay, so as ïîot to offer the least possi-

bility of detection. T[le sides of this
curious celler have neyer been built Up,
so its only waWils are the slirny dlay banks
frorn vbicli water is continually oozing.
In one end is a p)rinmitive looking lire
place, above which iluere is a big hole in
the danîp dlay bank, evidently leading
into sonue overground apartient, and
answering as a very poor apiology for a
chininey. Not iar froni tlîe fire place a
sl)out adnîits a constant streami of clear
miter, wlîiclî escapes rlirough a sewver
located oii the opposite side. A fe %v
queer looking utensils, ncov alinost coin-
pletely demolisbied by the action of timne
and danilp, are lying carelessly around.
Tliese tell-tale articles alone can give one
aîiy idlea as to Uie use for whlich tlîis
primitive excavation once served. Tlîe
vats, bialf-casks and otlier vessels scattered
about thîe îniuddy floor, comibined with
!the g'encr.il apîîlea.rance of thue place, lead
one to the legitiiate conclusion tliat, tlîis
secret subterranean apartnîeiu t %vas lornierly
emplovedfor the p)urp)ose of illicit distill-
ation. Suclii »fact is tlîe solution of the
mystery, altliougli forsoothi, be it granted
tlit sucb distillery neyer brougbli very
serîou! -Ietrimient upon tlie gyreat British
Emnpire, nor did it ever cost Rer Majesty a
single sleepless nilit.

Nouv at the tinie ive spi)ek of, Larry
Mý,cFury was of an age and size, whliclî,
lîad lie the liapiness to be at Ottawa
University, 'vould entitle hin- to nio hi-her
position tlin rlîat of Caîîtain in the Short-
p)anis Brigade. 1le lived only a littie
distance fromn Denny McSbane's farm-
biouse, and wvas a constant visitor there
during the tinie tlîat the above nîentioned
illegal p)roceediiigs wvere carryixîg out in
the silent depUtis iîder the barn floor.
StilI, fo)r obvious reasonis, he ivas neyer
giveu to understand rliat said underground
operatiens were in progress on -,ie.
preniisus, This l)recalltion, at least in
Larry's op)inion, wvas aitogetber unneces-
sary, for tliere uuever once entered his.
nind the slightest idea of doing or saying
anything calculated te aid, even rèiîotely,
the unwelcomed representatives of British
lawv. Now, althougb generally regarded
as a kind of quiet cbap, îvith no very
mnarked t%-endency towards mischief, still
Larry tieu had, and perliaps still possesses.,
a noticeable ability for finding out implortant
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