
as well as spiritual directors. So, wlen
tlie bisbops were very severe iii niaiter of
discipline, subnission to tlieni %vas rallier
sugg7estive ofsubjecîion îoforeign tenii oral
power ; on tic otlier band, %viîen îiiey
%vere tice creatures of the prince, put uncler
ob)liga,.tion to linîi by benifices thecy
exerciseci no atithority over linîi. In
eitlier case it cr'cated a contenîpt for
autho~rity. MiNoreover tlîe spread of pagati
ideas gave birtlî to a dlesire of returnin!! tt
tie Runman forin of governmiient of îaan,
days. Caesarisnî bccaîîîe popîuiar,
especially in Uic Soutlierti nations.
Prinîces becauîîc impatient of papal tile;
disrespect for bis auîlîority anînc)jg the
people 'vas encouraged, he cncoumaigers
wcll knowing, dit if tvic auti-ority of tlic
Clîurclî ierc rejecteci tîey bnci a grilp on
thecir sulîjects wliiiclî no îîover on earili
cotuld loose. l'le riches acrcuiilteil by
the clergry andi reiigious ordcrs b>' tiîir

onindusiry ind i lîc generosity of tîe,
peopîle ivere covetecl by profligaie prinres.

Amîonig Christiani nations tiiere werc two
distinct grou is-he Roma nic conîî irising
the sotilîern nat:ons, andi tie (ernîanic
ilic Norilemni. Th~e former being ilic
eider iii Clirist*aiîy lî-ad *iîftused nmore of
ils principles of goverrmîment into the
adm nin istrationi of Cliirclî gove rnniienî,
wlîiclî ivas iii fact oficercd rliefly by
Ronuanic cl ergy. Niîwv auîmagonisnîi
belween Ronie and(cmîn is oldur ilîal
Cliristfanity iîsclf ; it dates b.îck to auinte-
Caesa);ean tinies. Thîis reiiuinanice t0
Roniunie ruie ivas iii the case of Uic
Noth *în suites an IlîcelnUve Io ilint spJirit
of iilî;,*pendenice wbicbi resulîcci ii tlie
rejectio.% nf spiritua.l auîliority.

Sucli -vcre soile of tlle agents of
iProtesta-nti.-iîî ainong the nations. If "'c
descend from' rulers to people we wvill
discover likeC influences ât work, lîec.
To tic revival nf pagan litemature, which
took pla-.ce at, iîis' lime, can be traceci a
great dea-l of tIi': change of attitude.
After the diffusion of Greek and Ronman
literature, Eurffope abandoneci itseif to a
base adulation of every thing Greek or
Rornaî. 'lrue science gave way 10
erudition; pagan sentiments, insteaci of
being comnpared wi'.iî Uic great mridis of
Christianity, were adopteci unclîallcnged.
In fine, paganisir. bLecanie tlîe faishion; as
-in instance of its abnornial influence,

the BIseJVirgin was spoken of as
" déese" and i r Saviour as the "Son of
J upiter?" Ail the Iicentiousness of pagan,
aLithors; wzi' sown anîd bore fruit iany
foid. Fr:în the steady groivth of heaithy
sober thoui-lit, not suppressed but directee.
i)y the ce.iisoriiip of the Chiurch, the
litunian mîinci broke away into a license of
thouglit oni1y 10 groiv wvild.

'I'lerc were dbrec incidents in the two
centuries p)recedîng,, the reformation which,
stand out as more proniient steppinge
stones to that event than the graduiai
influiences we biave been considering.
l'le first of tbese ivas tic scandai comi-
nîited by Pbilip the Fair of France. At
the bcgýiningll of tbe XIV century, Pope
Boniface VIII, havtiiig been insulted by
Philip. publishiec a hull in wbîch bhe féar-
Iessly denouinccd Plipl for his cruel wars
agains: Chirîti;i1;î nahion-i anidtle exorb)itanitt
taxation of his subjccts. In îiîis action
the Pope neyer dreanîcci of opposition ; lie
acreci on thc precedent of4 the papal
power by which lie ivas to censure the
îmowerful of tue carth as well as tie weak-,
and to protect subjects froni the unjust
oppression of their sovereigns. But here
lie liaci not reckoned ,"itii tic mnan lie
v:is cliastisiîîg. 'l'le tinie lînc corne %vlîen
Chrisî's vicàr 'vas no longer suprenie.
Plî1ilio resenteci, raiscd a sedition agaiinst
the iPoî), seized bis persoïî at Ànagni
andi t-oifscaîted bis court. This sacriiege,
thougli shockingy to popular feelinîg aI the
t1ni, arnd l erîîly denountceci by succeeci-
ing Pope~s, was nevertlheless a fiatal stroke
at the spiritual suprenincy of 1ic 11013'
Sec andi cherislicd iii the mincis of the
.liîy a -rowiing« disremard for it.

~1 lie second event was tic liercsy of
Wyclhffe iii EnClanci. Thlis was a start
alosig tlîe line which Luthier ivas tu pursue
a little later; lie %vas but tic forerunner of
Luther. l)isappointed in an appointi'Int
of Uic Popie lus anger turneci against hini
andi lie soon began a regular hieresy.
His doctrine %vas pure Presbyteriinisrn;
the Pope was denicd to bc the head of
the Chutrcli Militant; Cliurclî dignities
%vere superfluous, priests and deacons
could îperforni ail functioîîs. A doctrine
so agrecable to the gencral spirit of
insubordination did flot fail t0 becomîe
eminently popular and Io strengtlien the
trend of popular feeling.
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