
1898] it~ake.qletti-e ancli Zs.'chylt.

'Tiwas black niglit whcen 'twas donc, ami terrors thickeucd round,
The impact of tic ships rcsoundcd as thc crash of dooni;
The surge's bcating rain like dumb brutes Iashced thcmi on,
Till drivexi round and roupd i pain thcy lied away.
flie white daivii broke, the Z-gcan main we sawv
Ail corpse.befiowcrcd, ani strcwîii %vitl wrcckzt-t far and tîcar.

In the n.,e of a large, preiaxît, picturesque pdîraseology
.zEschiylu.q was abundanitly masterful. Proînetheus frorn his
post of observation behiolds the «'cotuntle-ss dimpling of ocean'
in Aaem onthe Chiorus speak of Hel.en as the ' bride of the
spear,' the course of the fateful expedition to Troy -along the
vanishing, track of oars.' T[hle wholc description of 1-elen, in
fact, is a wvonderful examnple of poetical m'uUi im )aji'o, every
epithet being instinct wvith suggestion). A study of the great
Father of lragcdy canrnot fail to reveal those qualities w'hicli
proved his accepted passports to that revered assvnîblage whlîi
Mrs. Browning saw,% in lier imaginative Výio< of P-oet..

In inaking a comparative study o? the art (if Sbiakeslîeire
and of îschylus it is inevitable tlîat we shoijld be iînpressed
first -%vith the points o? coiitrast, both lu resýpect to theî externali-
tics or' form and the representation o? action and character. \XT

must remember many things in this connection; that the audi-
ences whichi listenied to the Agm'nnor thePse consisted
not o? a few hundreds. but frequently o? several tliousauds, coin-
posed of every class iu Athiens; that consequently the~ distance
of niost o? thc spectators froin the actors was such ias to require
only the grceatest siniplicity anil a certain largeness of effiect:
that the performances wvere scen lu the open day, not under the
glare o? footlighits; that the nature of the suIýjects froni which
the Greek dramuatist could draw bis inaterial wvas closely circuni-
scribed, aud more than ail cisc that the puirposes cof Mic Greek
and the Engrili dIraia are esscntially distinct - Z-Eschylus,
deeply imbucti wiffh religrions convictions, sceckingr to portray
their realization in life, Sbakespeare seeking < to hold tic mirror
up to Nature.!

The religrions clenient in -,Escliylus is au outgrowth o? his
belie? ini Nemnesis, or retributive justice, au idea N'bicli is plainly
discoverable iii al] Greek literature fromn Iloiner, whose talc of
Troy Iiingre.s upon the sin of Paris and the nccessary consequent

18981


