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ail, leads us to be sure tIsat He prepares for such
" chance"I meetings, as vo. cali thens, and that
the heart that is ta be impressed is preparcd for
the conversation that is the instrument of His
working. If we had not this faith, no anc could
undertake thé vans ai seeking ta lead men
aright; but when we have sucb faitb ve need
neyer be airaid tb.#t our efforts shall be in vain.
Unthinkingly she drew near, althougis the gi-cat-

.est and inost important'page of ber hife vas hein
turned. Let us lesar that no day and no t
are unirapontant. Each nsorning wben ve va
let us remeinher that perbaps to-day the
thing is ta hs.ppen. Be on the aiert for the word
iron G9d at ait seasoas.

«Jus saitk'ýun1o Arr, Cive me te drink."

Jesus was a Jev, but anc vIsa rase above the
prejudice ai Ilis people. We are aIl subject ta
prejudices, and it is anly thse larger natures who
risc above thern. Doubtless there vas many a
proud Pharisee Who would have suffèred any in-
convenience (raot thirst rather than humble bis-
seli ta ask a favor iras a Sansaritan woman. A
distinguisbing characteristic ai Christ vas that
Hc bad a kindly interest in men as men. Even
in aur day men are prane ta lisit their syns
patbies to those who belong ta their Qwn particu.
lar class, snd secs ta tbink that tbey cars do
more fan thein fellovs by hating ail others. There
is a spuriaus patriatism that thinks ta exalt its
ovss nation by condemning and denouncing ail
other nations. The truest Canadian is flot the
Mars vWha tbîks Canal; taultlesa and aiU other
nations unvorthy, but who, vhiist loving bis ova
best, bas a kindly thought for ail peoples.

" How ar il t1" tkesu being a Jezv askest drink

of mu wkstI am a Samarùtan, womn ?"

v. 9. Ahthough Jesus rose above prejudize, the
voman did nt, and vould secs ta have takren a
maliciaus picasure in. prolonging the incanveni-
ence under which lie suffered. She vas rcady
for a controversy, ready ts -denounce the arro-
gance ai the Jcv. It is always very easy ta find
fauit in aitother, and ta cxal4one's avis virtue in
conîrsat ta another's failing. if tbis vas her oh-

ccl, she vas disappoinied. jesus at oince raised
thc conversation ta a higher level. A lesson ve
veiry mucb neeti ta leamn i.s that it lies in aur
Power ta turts the conversatioa, wbicb bas heen
In'volous Or malîciaus, Ia that wbicb ia profitable.
WC lut Io Amt to let it drit &long loy levais. lIn

Jacobs Well

this incident we have an instance af the ski
that Christ displayed in sucb work. We may
compLain (bat we have n<ý4 inch akili ; but il Our
hearts are set on the better things ve %hall lind
that, just as out natures are purified, so shalh ve.
be unvilling to wastr. time in profitiesa contro-
versy or frivolous talk.

"I«f t/sou knest the gift of God,» etc., v. 10.

Surely thus is trac. Wheu one is led to, see the
trutb, he neyer can be satisfied vitb l"s2tan thse

k best. Ail the desires of men fade when\tey ame
Olhown the grtat blessing. And ve should seek
to be shown Ilthe gift of God," to have out eyes
opened that we may see ils truc value ; for if only
we have that, ve &hall neyer knov abiding di,
content.

"Jesur answered ansd said unie Air, Every ee

Male drinketh of/ts water," etc., v. 13. Christ
did not despise the good things tisat are ours
througb our bodily senses. The water of thse
well of Jacob vas good in its place, but its sati.-
fying power was only momcntary, and he whole'
thirst had been quencbed must needs returu again
and drink. But the water of the Weil af îruth and
life, wbicb He had corne ta lift ta the lijjA af
mlan, had in it the eternal satisfaction for wbich
the souls of men crave. The figure under vbaeh
the teaching is here given is beautiful in ils sim-
plicity and coniprehensiveness. There is not
one Who bas not known ths distress af thirit, and
the gratification with which anc may quench his
thirst with pure spring water. In fceer's
delirium, boy men have ionged for a draught af
the water of a spring froin wbich thcy had drunk
in boyhood's days 1 (2 Sams. 23: 15.) How
ibey have sung ofIl "tje old oaken bucket, the
iron-bound bucket, the moas-covercd bucket that
hung in the well." And so, men aire delirions
witb many levers, and ci-y one draught aller
another irons the "broken cisterns" of earth,
and ail the tinie thert is fiowing this well afimai.
vatian that springs up cternally and satisfiei the
soul ai span. It wus nat cistirely a new figure.
It bas ail aiong comasendeti itaelf ta mants
thought. Long aga, the anciexit prophet cried, in
the words ot anc vha vent about the crowded
streets with a wa:er-bottie upon bis uhoulder :
IHo, evcry anc that tbirstetb, corne ye to the

waters, and be tisat bath no money ; corne Me
bey, and cat ; yea, caine, boy viDe and raidis
vîthout mýo. a»d withoot pdoe " (lm. 55: i>.


