
LESSON ILLUSTRATIONS.

J. A King Relbukd.-Bishop Latinmer once
displeased Henry VIII by a sermon he preach-
ed at court, and the king commanded hini to
recant next Sunday. But 'when he rose to
preach, he prefaced bis sermon thus:*I "Hugh
Latimer, dost thon knowv to, wihom thou art
this day to speak? To the bigh aud mighty
monarcb, who, eau take away thy lufe if thon
offend. Therefore take heed bowv thon speak
av'ord that may displease."e But, as if recal-
ing hiniseif, IlHugb, Hugh, dost thon know
from whence thou comest, upon wbat message
thon art sent, and wvho it is that is present
with thee ? Even the great and mnighty God,
who is able to cest both body and soul into
hell forever. Therefore be sure that thou
deliver thy message faitlifully." He then
confirrned and urged with more earnestness
the offending truths he bad spoken the week
before. Instead of punishing hini, the king
expressed bis tbankfulness that lie had a reli-
gious adviser wbo could deal so faifnflly with
hîim.

2. Oriental Daicers.-Dr. Selah Merril], than
wbomi no one. is more conipetent to speak on
Oriental inianners: says, "lThe attempt to
illustrate New Testament Jewisli cuibtonis by
the practices of Mahioiniedans living in l'ales-
tine now, iuay not always be satisfactory, or

dancer without inourring reproacli. But if we
take Jeivish history as a backgýrouud for
Salome's action, no mIle "of propriety was vio-
lated'by ber dancing on this occasion. The
dancing of -women in public was an ancient
customi of whichi many noted examples miglit
be given. (Ex. 15: 20 ; Sami. 18 : 6.) It was
not done fer lewdness, but to celebrate some
particular event. There -vas no indecent ex.
posure of the person, and there were no i.m-
proper attitudes.

4. Ait calr cvaded. Snch rash and pompons
promises are very common with Eastern
potentates. EvenArabShieiksindulgeinthem.
They are considered irrevocabie. Analogous
to this is the decree gm nted by Absenerna to
Haman against the Jews. 'When the fulfil-
ment of the oath turns out against tbe Interest
or inclination3 of the tyrant, be soon manages
to nullify it, 'without seeming to break bis
word. Such was the case according to Arab
tradition, of the Sbeik wbo repeuted of bis
solemn promise to give bis daugbter's band
for a certain service. The bridai party bardIy
left bis tent wvben be sent forth bis bandits to
wayiay thein, and bring back bis daughter,
together witb the groomn's bead. Had the
danisel asked for sometbing truly dear to
Herod's bearty the record of bis craftiness

just. W'oînen are nàon, eclded entire'y, and 1justifies us ini tbinking that lie would not bave
oue could not nw appear before îîicn as a. licsitated ta overt-brow the plot. (Ezra Isaac.)


