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garded as irreverent in the highest degree, or as
most awfully presumptuous, in any man to stand
up, as an ambassador of Christ, and to trust to
the impulse of the moment, or to & natural fluen-
cy of speech for the message which he is to de-
liver to the people. I would warn you, my
Brethren in the Ministry, against such an irreve-
rent and unbecoming practice. There may be
some who imagine that, because they possess
much self-confidence, and are not affected by that
constitutional nervousness and timidity, which

der the trul
git:rl;;:l:i before the people, they may trust to a
natural readiness of expression, and neglect labo-
rious preparation for the pulpit. It should ever
be borne in mind that there 13 such a thing as a
vicious fluency of speech; that sound without
sense cannot benefit the hearers, and that the
tongue may often run rapidly, because it carries
no weight ei

ther of thought or reflection. Such
preaching is unworthy of the name-
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And while I

would encourage my younger Brethren to culti-
vate the habit of preaching without a written ser-
mon, as the mode most likely to render their min-
istry acceptable and profitable to thler hearerg, 1
! would impress upon them the necessity of “being

ly pious and humble man em- |-

as this, the minister of Christ will be careful not
to waste the precious moments in the pulpit, and
80 to clothe his ideas in plain speech, that all
yho, in the Providence of God, are brought with-
in the sound of his voice, may clearly understand
the message of mercy which he is commigsioned
to proclaim, It is indeed & distressing thought
that one benighted fellow creature should leave
the house of God after listening to Christ’s am-
bagsador delivering his message without any clear
comprehension of the purport of that which has
been spoken in his hearing. .
I now pass on from the consideration of the
f‘e'&““f}‘ of delivering the gospel message to some
o gc hlons upon the matter or substance of it.
God is e:le’ my Reverend Brethren, the word of
Christ 4 l&}ar. In whatever way the Minister of
himn he ivers the message which is entrusted to
by 1 Wd.ether b_y written or by unwritten sermons,
tl{ eading God’s word, ‘or in’ any other way, still
€ message is ever one and the same, the sub-
stance of our preaching must be Jesus Christ and
him crucified. The Christian minister should
ever bear in mind, that his great aim should be,
not to improve the intellects, or gratify the taste
of his hearers, but to cenvert sinners unto God.
In our mixed congregations there will always be
many who are yet in the gall of bitterness and in
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is often mistaken for o justly defined senti-

either indicative of solidity of thought or a fair
amends for its deficiency. Now, such an extem-
poraneous faculty can bring no substantial in-
struction to our people. Our subject must be
studied till it is understpod, digested and felt.
For a well conducted habit we need not impulse
or fluency merely, but a furniture of solid know-
ledge, combined Wwith simplicity of style; solid as
well as animated matter; and—instar omnium—a
mind deeply enriched with the unsearchable
treasure of Scripture. This resource will supply
the place of many secondary qualifications, while
nothing will compensate for the lack of it.” In
the discharge of this duty of preaching, the min-
ister of Christ should employ such language as
will be most intelligible to all the members of the
congregation. There are many in every Christian
assembly W.
liberal education. The language of the preacher
should be such as would easily be understood by
them. But is it not often the case that the ser-
mons of our Clergy appear to be intended for the
educated alone ? and are nearly as unintelligible
to many members of the congregation as the Latin
mass is to the illiterate members of the Church of
Rome? Archbishop Whately says concerning &
fault in speaking and writing akin to that of which
I have just spoken, * Young writers and speakers
are apt to fall into a style of pondercus verbosi
from the idea that they are adding both persp
cuity and force to what is said, when they are
only encumbering the sense with a needleas load
of words. Itis not indeed uncommon to hear a
speaker of this class mentioned as having a very
fine command of langusge, when perhaps it might
be said with more correctness that his
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ho have not enjoyed the benefit of ally

the bond of iniquity, and it is only by exalting
Christ and proclaiming Him as the Saviour, that
they can be raised up to newness of life. We

Iy may set before such the terrors of the Lord, His

judgments against sin 43 denounced in His holy
law,but if we fail to exhibit Christ, as the only
and all gufficient Saviour, our labour will be in
vain. The following passage from the writings
of an eminent suthor of the last age, puts this in
& striking light : “ Had you the fullest acquain-
tance that ever man acquired, with the principles
and duties of natural religion, both in its regards
to God and your fellow-creatures; had you the
skill snd tongue of an angel, to range all these in
their fairest order, to place them in their fullest
light, snd to pronounce and represent the whole
law of God, with such force and splendour, as
was done to the Israelites at Mount Sinai: you
might perhaps lay the consciences of men under
deep conviction (for by the lawis the knowledge of
sin,) but I am fully persuaded you would never re-
concile 0B soul to God, you would never change
the beart of one sinner, nor bring him into the
favour of God, nor fit him for the Jjoys of Heaven,
without thig blessed Gospel which is committed to
our ha};?ﬂ- Our blessed Lord declared, - «as
Moses lifted up the gerpent in the wilderness, even
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life,” and agaln, “I, if I be lifted up,
will draw all men unto me.” For the conversion
of sinners, for the edification of Saints, for en-
torcing holiness of life uf’gon the peopls of God,
and for preparing them for that eternity to which
we are all hastening, we should know nothin
Jesus Christ and Him crucified, all our discourses
should so centre in Him, that the minds of our
hearers should be continually directed to Him
Archbishop Secker, Speaking of the falling away
of members of the Church to dissent thus nmi
his CW‘BY, “We have in fact lost ;nan of our
people 0 sectaries, by not preaching in i manner
olently evangelical, and shall neither
them from the extravagancies into whi o they
have ruu; por keep more f; oing ove o ey
but b L Irom going over to them
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Horne remarky « Ma; g1t way. . And Bishop
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snd think that they bave heard n‘othingm
they have heard of salvation by Jesus Christ,
which is what we orompit Lon by A o
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