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It niay seemi strange that 1 Shouild
clioose <or a famniliar and soinewvhat p)oput-
lar appeal suchi a themie as "Tl'le Duties of
Citizeniship." Froin tinie inîxuieinorial
ruen have feit that there is soincthing re-
pellant. if niot (mite repulsivc, about duty.
So long ago as the palnîiy days of man's
innocence. wlvhen lie %vantiderecd iii thc gar-
denl witli thc whiole wvorl(l of nature arn-
mnate and inaniniate. at his (lisposal. hie
founld it impossible to obey the one coin-
inand that wvas laid upon hlmiiii the forin
of a prohibition. Sixîce then wvell nigh
counitless ages, and ccrtaifily counitless
moral failures, wvitlî their consequcnt re-
action upon character. have miade it that
tasks, once pleasarit, hecause natural ex-
pressions and outgoings of our nature,
liave passed into the category of things
liateful. The numiber of things easy is
nlow reduceci to a minimum, wvhile the
nunîber of things liard is increased to a
iaxmuni. *ro-day, hieirs of ail the ages,
flot only iii the fortunate sense of culture
and intelligence, but iii the unfortunate
-sense of impaired constitution, it needs al
the force of an already forceful personal-
ity, the clearest toiles of the voice of God's
vice-gerent in our souls, and the liveliest
realization of the rewvards attendant upoi
a life of virtue to enable us to conforni
even approximiately to the deniands oi
moral 1awv.

StilI further. If 1 wvere to cîxoose any
one wvord that would stand collcctively for
the duties of the citizen, thiat word wvould
probably be Patriotisii. Now, thcre is a
feeling that in this wvorkaday wvorld of
ours, wvitli its restricted vision, its sordid
interests, its petty motives, patriotisuli
l)lays but a smiall part. Vie are apt to think
that in the modemn reconstruction of so-
ciety upon economnic and industrial lines
patriotisin lias been practically shielved.
HaId wve lived in other times it iiiglit have
been different. Had we lived iii the goon'
old Romnan days ; the days of Pompey or
Cacsar or Cicero, wlhen the consciousness
*of Ronîie's suprenîacy operated like au
*lectric current iii the veilns of the iii-

(livi(lnal Roman. wvhen the wvords, "I ain
a Romnan citizen" could xîot be pro-
notunced in any quarter of the globe with-
out mnagic, talisnmanic effect ; had WC lived
iii tlie halcyon (lays of Greece, iii the days
of Perides or Demiostlienles, wlhen the iii-

dividual Greek iiglit have wvalked the
more firmily wl'hen lic reniemibered the role
bis country wvas playinig iii the culture of
tlie :"-tionis :-had WC been miemibers of the
Sw'iss Confedleracy, wvhen the bosomi of
Winkelried becamne a meeting point for
tîxe spears of Austrian tyrants ;hlad wve
beenl subjects of tliat tighit little island
over tlie sea Mihen slie stood face to face
with the greatest flotilla of modemn timies
and girt on lier sword. not only to defend
lier own hionor. but to espouse and chami-
pion the religious cause of haîf a contin-
ent ; lxad ive lived in any of these times.
Patriotismn. the naine and the thing, voll(
have nieant sonuething.

As a niatter of fact, this is fallacious.
Patriotismn is not a niiere unibra nomninus-
it is ncither a shadow nor a naine. Let a
hostile army kindle its camip fires on the
frontiers of our Land, let the flag of our
country be insulted, let the life of a fel-
lowv-citizen be imiperilled, and the collec-
tive hecart of the nation will risc iii its
nîajesty, and the fignient of Patriotisni
will be justifled afresli

Not that I wvould be undlerstood to iineani
tliat the content of patriotisin is equivalent
merely to a ready response to a caîl of
amnis. Patriotism niakes just as great de-
mands upon the citizen ini the long and
quiet reaches of the nation's peace as iii
the cataclysmn of wvar. Nay, more. I de-
voutly pray that iii the future patriotisiil
miay comne to stand increasingly for the
enlightened discharge of the duties of
peaceful citizenship.

The circumistances are indeed rare that
justify an appeal to amnis. Children of the
sanie parents, the hiandiwork of the saîie
God, virtually and litcrally brothers, noth-
ing but the necessity of avenging the na-
tiona-l hionor, or the perliaps more ini-
perative necessity of espousing a riglit-


