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THE ANCHBISIIOP OF YORK ON
CONFIRMATION.

In an address to the clergy of his
diocese dellvered lately, the Archbishop
of York goex at somne length into the
subject of Contirmation and the Con-
firmation service. In the first place he
observes thuti—

There are in reality only two essen-
tial parts of this holy ordinance; first
the prayer for the gift of the Holy
Ghost; and, secondly the laying on of
hands uas the appolnted means by
which the gitt i8 bestowed. The qudes-
tion and answer, whatever fitness they
may have as a prellminary, do not
form a part of the service ftself. 1
need scarcely remind you that they
were only added at the last revision of
the Prayer-book, and had no place in
the earlier service-hooks of the linglish
Church. But the Prayer and the man-
ual act have never been omitted; with-
out them there would be no confirma-
tion.

‘The Archbishop proceeds to dwell on
the testimony of Scripture to the Apos-
tolic origin of the rite, and more e¢s-
pecially on the estimate formed of its
purpose and effect by the author of the
Epistie to the Hebrews. The opening
verses of the sixth chapter of that
Epistle showed that it was held to
stand in the closest relation to the
sacrament of bapilsm as regarded its
place and function i1, the spiritual life.
Te examine and define the precise
character of the special blessing be-
stowed in each of these ordinances
might well prove a task beyond the
bounds of our spiritual intelligence.

Yet we may safely gather from holy
scripture, as interpreted by the *“an-
clent authors” and by our own branch
of the Catholic Church, that while in
the regeneration of Holy Baptism there
is vouchsafed to us the true beginning
of a new spiritual life, so there must
be also of necessity a bestowal of spir-
itual power and capacity,without which
such life would be inconceivable; and
that, hesides the “death unto sin and
the new birth unto righteousness,”
there is a real gift of the Holy Spirit
\\'hereb);\ve are made *“the children of
grace.”

But accerding to the characteristic
law of *“grace for grace" in the spirit-
ual kingdom, it may be that the hap-
tismal gift has for one of its special ob-
Jects the endowment of the soul with
the capacity for receiving in due sea-
8on, through the laying on of hands,
the full gift of the Holy Ghost; just as
this gitt may be the necessary prepara-
tion for opening the gates of the heart,
that the King of Glory may come in
by the Holy Sacrament of His Body
and Blood. N

It is enough for usg, however, and it
is essential, to know and believe from
the teaching o2 the Word of God that
“through laying on of halbids the Holy
Ghost is given." It is this truth above
all else that we must fmpress upon our
children in preparing them for their
confirmation. It i because of this great
fact of the spiritual life that we .can
thereafter make to them our most.
solemn appeal, as St. Paul did to the
Corinthians—'What! know ye not that
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your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost?"”

From Scripture little is to he learned
ag to the time of life at
which children of the Chur¢h
were brought to be contirmed, and 1t iy
evident from other sources that the
custom of the Church has greatly var-
fed in the earliest times:—

At some periods and in some por-
tions of the Church it appears to have
followed immediately upon baptsm
even In the case of little children, as it
does in the Greek Church at the pre-
sent day. But the whole Western
Church for some centuries past has
separated the two ordinances by a
period of years, varying in number and
hardly ever definitely fixed. One of the
greatest Itallan bishops, Cardinal Bor-
romeo, in the sixteenth century, dur-
ing his own Episcopate, raised the age
from seven to twelve.

We can hardly doubt, His Grace
continues, that the Church of England
has acted wisely in separating by an in-
terval of time the ordinance of con-
firmation from the sacrament of bap-
1

The gift [in Laptism] of & new life
and the imparting of spiritual power,
as well as the remission of sin, which
make up together the process of re-
generation, may well be bestowed as
& free gift of grace upon an unconsc-
fous infant and received by the child
to its soul’s health and salvation. But
the Divine Person of the Holy Ghost
awaits a welcome in  the individual
heart, and requires that we should be
at least, a willing people in the day
of His power.” . ... At what particu-
lar period of life this surrender of the
will may be most fitly made, and the
desire of the heart most truly express-
ed, Is a question depending in some
measure upon the circumstances and
dispositlon of individual) children. But
ziving due weight to the considerations
specified in the rubrics of the Church
it cowy we upproximately fixed at such
time as the character of the children
is usually being formed. Probably the
age of twelve would most nearly coin-
cide with this stage of child-life in the
case of girls, and a slightly greater age
in the case of boys. There is no rea-
son why, in special cases, even young-
e¢r children should not Le confirmed
where there has been an exceptionally
early development of the faculties ana
of the religious idea. But in all such
instances 1 must ask to be informed
before the children are presented to be
confirmed.

Rexarding the words of the English
service tie Archbishop rmarks that
the special prayer of the office, follow-
ing the opening versicles, is almost of
primitive antiquity:—

It is found in the Pontifical of my
great predecessor Egbert, Archbishop
of York in the eighth century, and has
therefore been in use in this diocese
for nearly 1.200 years.

Originally:—

The candidates were directed to test-
ify their concurrence in its several
petitions by saying Amen” after each
of :n* concluding sectlons—an arrange-
ment so helpful to them in maintaining
their interest in the momentous sup-
Dlication, that I have adopted it as

yvou will see, In the most recent forms
published for use in this diocese, wiaey
I must ask you to procure for the use
of your candidates at all future contl -
mationy,

Referring, ftinally, to the external
forms used In the ofifice. the Archhi«
hop saysi—

Previous to the sixteenth century,
the laying on of hands, was accome
panied with the anointing with oil and
by renewing on the forchead of the
candidate the form of the Cross which
was signed upon it in the hour of Holy
Baptism. So ancient was this usage
that in the earlier centurles the ser-
vice itself was known by the name of
“unction,” ‘The title of *“‘confirmation”
is of much more recent origin. St.
Basil, in the fourth century, speaks
of the anointing of the Apostolic tra-
dition: and our own learned and cau-
tious Biszhop Pearson regards it as
havinz come to us either from the
Apostles themselves or from the Apos-
tolic times. There scemed, however, to
he some reason for its discontinuance,
and even in the prayer-hook of 1519 the
anointing or chrism had disappeared;
although the sign of the Cross was
still retained. In the latter revisions
this also hus been dropped. But even
in the seventeenth century, it was held
by persons in authority to he still ad-
missable, and was probably still used
by individual Bishops at their discre-
tion. It is difficult to believe that the
Revisers of the Prayer-hook could have
considered it objectionable in itself
while still retaining it in the haptismatl
service. But however appropriate in
their signifiance such ceremonies may
hnve been, they were. at the most,
only helpful adjuncts to the service.
*ad in no way essential to its validity,;
for which two things only were abso-
hutely requisite according to Apostolie
example, the Prayer of the Holy Spirit
and the laying-on of hands.

What They Say

Prominent Citizens give their Opinious of
the Evans’ Gold Cure Institute, °

—

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR—* I know of several
instances of men curid of alcoholism by your treat-
ment and have great pleasure in testifying to the
good work which you have done in this aity *

VEN.  ARCHDEACON FORTIN=“The Evans
Institute has fully established ite clajms to public

, confileuce, The thoroughness of the cures cannot

but encourage cufferess from alcoholism to place
themeelves underits care,  Let its benefits be known
far and wide.’

RV, FATIER DRUMMOND, S. J.—I have known
where men steeped in the aleshol habit for many
yearshave, thanks fo your treatment, come back as
itwere from the dead, to & knew life and a jayous
mantioud.

REV. C. W.GORDON—" I have personal knowledge
of two men who's lives were redeemed through
the Evans Institute and heartily commend it to any
who feel the need of a help against the taste of
aleohol.”

HON. HUGH J. MACDONALD =1t gives me
great rlear{nre to testify to the good work yen are
doing in this city.”

REV. F B. DUVAL—'*Wa should welcome it asa
pubticas well as a private blessing. I heartily com-
mend it.

if you still doubt the cfcacy of the Evane Cure
drop us a card with your address and we will mail
you alist of references and testimnnials convincing
cnough to convert themost incredulous.

EVANS' GOLD CURE INSTITUTE,
626 BALXORAL STRRRT, Winxirxo




