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EXPOSITION.

"Not tthat I have aiready attainied, or arn
already mnade perfect : but I press on if s0 be that
I xnay appreliend that for ivhich also I ivas appre.
hendei by Christ Jesus. Brethrein, I count flot
myseif yet to have apprchiended: but one thing I
do, forgetting the things Nvhicli arc bohind, and
stretching forward to tho things which, are hefore,
1 pr'eas on1 toward the goal, iiito tho prize of the
h1g1i calling of God in Christ Jesns. Let us there-
fore, as inany as bo perfect, bo thus inindie."-
PIL. iii. 12.15.

Most Christians interpret this inuch-
quýoted and apparently puzzling, passage
so as to be in harinony with their indi-
vidual experience. And, indeed, we pro-
sume that that is about our attitude
toward it. The fict that Pa.ul both
disclainis and dlaims perfection in the
same paragraph apparently invites such
license in its criticism.

Nothing can be clearer than the fact
just noted, viz., that the apostle main-
tains that lie is not perfect, and thon
assumes that he is. Hence it Ïs abso-
lutely certain that the word Ilperfect "
cannot* have the saine definition in
either case, for this would be tantamont
to élaiming, the impossible, yes, even the
unthinkabl e.

This fact at once ruies out the passage
as to its ability to teachi dogmatic
theology on the subject of Christian per-
fection. Lt is like addingt the same
quantity to both sides of anequation-
the equilibriuin is retained, the one part
stili offsets the other, and nothingy is
gained.

But whien we pore over the passagte,
Iookingr for identities or correspondences
to our own walk with God, then there is
both utility and beauty in the apostle's
testimony. .Like hirn, we can rejoice in
being con,;ciously perFect, that is, walk-
ingy i n the righFlteoilsness of the lav
blameless, and yet always realizingt that
in comparison w'ith what is yet to be
revealed, as we are being changed from
glory to glory by the Spirit, that we
know nothing perfectly, but are ever on
the stretch to grow up into Huim, our
Living Head, in ail thinas.

This compra-rison, or rather identifica-
tion, of experience, -we maintain, should
exist letween the apostie and the weak-
est follower of Christ. It does always
çxist when the believer, li'ke Paul, accepts

the lloly Ghost in the Newv Testament
sense and walkzs in Hlim froni year to
year as biis teacher, eiiipoworer and guide
in ail things.

DIVINE GUIDANCE.

BY REV. JAM1ES HfARRIS.

The Christian needls guidar.ce. He wlio'
could undertake to wvaIk thie ioaci froin the
landi of dark-ness to the hiome in heaven wvith-
out daily feeling his need of, and earnebti;-
seeking the guidance in ail thiings of his
Ife venly Father, would be presumptuous,
and wouid certainly mnak-e inany a niisstep.

Divine guidance proi-nised: I will iii-
struet thee, and teach thee in the -%vay,"
says Jehovali. The guidance of is children
is so preolous to Hlm and so vital to them,.
that Hle wvill delegate the Nvork to no inferior
being. The promise indicates the mode in
Nvichl Ho wvill do it. Ixîstruet, teach, coulisel
-lave t.hèe free, yet always give thon
counsel. There shall he no compulsion. It
shall not ho as the pilot guides a ship),
which bias no ~vl.Nor as the rider guides
the horse, by bridie and by wvbip, but as the
loving father guides his trustitig child-by
instrticting,, teaehingo and couniseliîng. This.
promised divine guidance wvil1 be uninter-
niitted, "\Vitli Mine oye upon thee.» It
wvill be special, or it wvill ho ordinary, as 'vo
may nee(I There are times and cirçum-
stances wvhen spccial divine guidance is not
needed ;whon the faculties xvith wvbicb our
Heavenl.y Father lias endowved us are suffi-
cient, or the lilit alreadv shining, on us or
around us ample, for our guidance. The man
-%vho every day for xnany years bias journeyed
frorn bis home iii the country to bis place of
businpss in the city, needs not. to seek a guide
every time te accempany him in ordtèr to
keep hini from going a.stray. .And wvorse
than foolisli would it ho for bixu to close bis
eyes and refuse to use bis power of observa-
tion because a fripnd hiad promised to ho bis
guidp \%'benever hoe needed one. Persons
would say of such a one. Instead of seeking

guide, thou ouglitest thysoîf to be a guide
to others.

1. A Christian wvil1 not need special guid-
ance about those things wv1ich God lias
already given plain directions in Ris \Vord.

Frinstance, in reference to divorce or poly-
0gamy He cannot tell us to do, by Ris Spirit
shining upon our liearts, anything wvhich Hoe
has speciaily forbidden us te do by the same
Spirit in is Word. If a man, therefore,


