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THE DIRECT ROAD.

You are a forgriven child of Cod, and
tur vi stfu1 ly tuwurd the land of promise,
the land of re-t froin inbred sin. lii
short, you sigrh for fuit salv'ation.

Now tiiero are mnany paths that Iead
to, this blessed experience. There is the
%vay of toil, and a weary way it is. Your
guides over this barren, unfruitful wvaste
Nvill be miany, buit they wvill always be
liuman. Ilowv thcy wvill load you down!1
XVhat yokes of labor they wvi1l put upon
you! IIowvrepulsivefastingtwilibecoine,
ind yet how seexningly necessitry! 1 low
y'ou wvill at Liimes dragr yourself in sleep-
lessness and chili thiroughl your appointed
tiisk-work of prayer and So crpture study!
With w'hat tinetallie hardness of voice vou
will often labor at rebukingr and exhiort-
ing the erring and eareless, more a!ixious
to dlear your own skirts of thLeir blood,
to gain hioliness by your work, than to
secure their spiritual good. Artd yet Luis
path evor lezids down, down to the de-
spair point, wvhere, in lîopelessness frorn
sad,- absolute failure, sooner or hîter, you
x-nay bo %villing to cease froin yotur own
wvorks and grrasp by faithi the gYolden end
of grace, which can in an instant land
you intc, your hioped-for CJanaan.

WeIl, dean reailer, if :pou are on this
road to the re8t of faith, %vew~ould sic;icely
asic you te turn aside. Go on. Rtedouble
your diligence. Fast and praty stilliimore.
Risc cariier. Sit up later. Spond stili
m2ore tiime dh4rtiibL-tiiu tracts, t;ilkingr to
sinners about a1ti>,visiting tue sick,
reading your Bible. Presr on. Ihe.sooner
y(>u reach the despair point on this road
the botter> both fur you and aIl concerned.
Press on. I ho prize you ar-eaiuiing at is
worth ail and more thani ai you propose
tu paýy for it.

Thon thiene is the ivay of affliction.
Yoti have at, soxne thne or aniother in youn
(3hri:.tian caruer reachied Kadesh-barnea.
You heard the Spirit's cali to go up and
possess the gciodly land. Yon were thon
wiIel able to go and coniquer it. But you
were zitraiied. at the nunîiber and sizu of
your ýoes. Your iniisterial reputation
st.ood, a gauint giaiit, in the way ; your
statnig in the Chunich, your sociai
position, your bubiness, yuur faimily.

\Vliat a biost of the alic*ns! Yonir hieart
fitinted witlxin yon, an(I s0 God in~ LLi
mercy bias sent you back into a w'ilder-
ness state of afflictioii. I-ow trials and
afflictions dIo abouind in yourlife's history;
trials in your finances, in faiiiily niatters.
in chiurch, and in your own body and
iniind! And the worst of it is you have
flot the martýyr spirit in thenm, to wvit, the
consciousnoss that you are filling Up thiat
which is bebind of thie sufferings of Christ
for Ris bodv's sakce, Iluich is the Olich,
for you can't get past yourself in these
afflictions. Youliave a dill,igenerai con-
sciousness that tbey inighit have been
avoided hiad you been obedient to the
Spirit's voice. W~eIl, stili endure; the
gfoal before you is chiefiy won at the
price of a whole life of sufiering. Let
patience have its perfect wvork. Trtie ib
is, that if just now you wvould go back
in penitence to that time wvhen you hieard
the eall to go forwvard, again you would
receive the offer of being« conducted rigrht
into the land of promnise. But the proba-
bilities are that affliction -%ill have to do
its compiete wvork before you wvill bo
wvillingt to advance-tiat is> the afflictions
of the"past wvill have to appear far more
terrible than the giants of the promised
land.

But be assured, aflicted one, that there
is this direct way for you, just now, into
your desired rest of faith. Oh, that we
could but persuade you to accept the
Holy Spirit asyour gruide into ail truth.
How quickly Hùi would. put holy daringr
into your soul, and îaiake you more than
conqueror.

But the path of paths, the straigrht and
narrow wvay which leads by the shortest
route into the rest of faith, the Canaan of
love, is always near every believer. Like
the rainbow, it shifts its position as we
move, but the door of entrance into it is
ever ziear us, and we may enter at any
time. But wve niiub. enter by simple faith,
not by wvorks of ri,(ghteousness, nor yet by

sufrnt h s may, in tlieir faiiure to
maketishol, iduc usto enter the way

of faii2i, but in themselves are not the
way thiat leads -(-o Canaan. Just now this
wvay, wve repeat, is open to ail. Peter
could say to the Jerusalem sinners that
if they thoen repented they could receive
the ly Ghost, the crowning biessing


