
NFIDELI'rY AiTiU EVIDI;iCES 0P CJIRISTIAINITY.

A variable experience gives risc only te probable evidence ; a uniform
experience amnounts te a proof. Probability alwvays supposes an opp-
osition of experirnents and observations, where the one ,i(le is found
to overl)alarlce the otlier, and to produce a degc of ev-Idencc propor-
tioned to the superiority. If thie lhct attestcdl partalkes of the marvel-
lous, if it is such. as bias seldorn falien under our o1bserv-ation, lierc is a
contest of two opposite extremnes, of which. the one de,,troys thie ethier,
as far as its force goes, and thie supcrior can only eperatc on the mmd(
by the force xvhici remains. In such cases WC nitst balance tuec
opposite experiments, and deduct lte lesser number fivma ttic greater, ini
order to k-noiv the exact force of the superior> evdne1

Two things in these few sentences are te be carcfully
noted. The first is, that in ail matters Of fact we are to bc
infiuenced or directed exclusively by experience ; and second,,
the proper law or rule by which wev are to divide different
experiences, and thcrebv arrive at a reasonable or philoso-
sophical conclusion. The first niakes useless ail other testi-
mony save that of experience, and the second classifies and
disposes of this experience according to the niost approved
systemn of philosophy, M\,r. Hume being in the philo-ohia
chair. But ho is bolder whien hoe says,-

« A Miracle is more properly a subject of derision than argumýent-A
miracle is a violation of the laws of nature; and as a firm and unniterable
experience lias established these laws, tlic proof agninst a miracle, from
the very nature of the fact, is as entire, as any argument from experience1 can possibly be imagined. An(' if so, it is an undeniahie consequence, that
it cannot be surmounted by any proo fwhatever from tcstimony. A mira-
cle. therefore, can never bc rcndlered crediblc, even iii fie Iowcst degreeý."

Observe, Mr. Hume (listinctly afirins that a miracle being
contrary te the natural laws. can neyer be proved, cstablished,
or ruade credible by aiiu lind-thie very strongest testimony.-

* Again he says:
"l t is impossible for God Alnîighity te give a revelationi, attended xvith

such evidence, that it can be reasonably believcd in aCter ages, or even in
* the same age, hy any person wlho lias nà been an eye witness of the mira-

cles by which it is suppor-ted."
After makzing these assertions and taking these positions, hoe

illustrates thern ;vith great dexterity andl ingnim . W ayet give a few samples of wvhat he lias further said against the
pretentions of miracles and religion; but mea-nwvhile -we are
prepared te hecar the Doctor. Lie thus speakzs:

"4That the evidence of testiniony is derived solely froin .X-pcriellc,whichl
* appears te be an axiom of thiis wvritcr, is at least net se incontestible n truth

as lie supposes; that, on the contrary, testinîony h-s a natural1 andj otgrinal
influence on belief, prier te experience, yl, 1 imauine, eas.ýily ho evinced.
For this purpose, let it be remarkzed, thai the carliestassý-,ent, wvhie.l is ziven
totestimonv by children, and whiich is previens to ail experience, is, in
filct the rMost unlimited; that by a graduai xeiIl of maý-nizind, it is-
gradually contracted andi reduced te narroîver hournk.P To fzav.hrer,


