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Lovk at the manncr in which tho people of dew
England have of Iato carried on the whale fishery,
Whilet we fellow them among the tombling mouns
taina of ice, and beboll them penetrating jnto the
o epal peeeeses of Jludson's Bay and Daris's Straits,
whitst we are leohang foe thetn Leneath the Arctie
circle, we licar thas the, Yinvo ucrecd anto the oppo-
pito tegion of Pulap cold= that they are at the antie
['mh-:, aitd engaged undee the feezen Seepent of the
Fouth,  1'alkisnd ilande, which scemad too remote
ant tomantic an ohject for the geasp of national ame
bition is but a stage, nod resting-place in the progress
of theie victonwus industey.  Nor s the Equatorial
feat wmore diveonmging 1o thein than the accumulas
ted winter of tnth tho Poles.  We know that winlst
enne of them deaw the Lino and steike the larpoon
on the const of Aftien, othiers ru the fongitude, nnd

rursuo their gigantic gamo along tho coast of Brazil,
‘\'u veean hut wliat i3 vexed with the fisheries, no
climnte that ia not witness of their toits.  Neither tho
perweverance of Haollawd, nor tha activity of France,
uor the degtesons nnd finn engacity of Loglish enter-
prian, ever carniesd this perilous mode of hacdy cnicrs
prizo to the extent 20 winch it has been pushed by
this reeent people—n peoplo who aro still as it wero
in the gristle, and not yet hardened into tho bone of
mianhood.”

But Britain dul not conciliate.  The Novolulion
woent oiny and the Amenean whalu-fishery por-
1shed, leaving not ono vessel on either fishing-
ground.

Yetat i3 curions, Mr. President, to mark the
clastieaty of our conntryinen i this, their favorite
citerprise. A provisional treaty of poace be-
tween the United States and Great Brtnin was
conclinded on the 3tth of Novewber, 1782, 6 0n
the 3rd of February, 1783, ¢ read from an Eng-
fish paper of that peniod,) e stup Hedford,
Captin poores, belunzing to Massachusetts, at-
fived w the Dowas,  Sho passed Grasesend on
the dih, and on tho Gth was repuited at the Cus-
tom House 10 London sho was ot »llowed regular
entry unul after snmo consultation between the
Commissioners of Custorns and the Londs of the
Councily on account of the many ucts of Parha-
ment yet s foree agatust the rebels of Ameren.
Shoe was loaded with 387 Larrels of whalo oil,
and marned whally wab Amecican seamnen, and
Letonged to the Island of Nawduchet.  Tho vessel
lay atthe Horsdey Downs, a luile bolow the
Tower, and was the fist which dispiayed the
thirleen stripes of Amenca m any Botish port,

Nevertheless, the lost vantage sronmd was not
casily or speedily regained.” ‘I'he effort was
tnade agaiust protection, against exclusion in
foreisn nathets, and aganst bounlies by the
Enghsh Government equivalent to forty dollars
pet man ewployei, or fitty percent. on the value
of every eargo obtained—=bounties not occasson-
ally nor ir-egularly oflored, but cominned from
1750 10 1821, and amounting in the nzgresato to
thico muiloit of pounds sterhing.  Nor was this
alls  These bounties enhanced with additional
iwlocements, wete offered to the Nantueket sh-
ernen, on condition of their abandoning their
country, and becommyg inhabitants of the adja-
cent Brinsh Islands. [t seemed, inideed, that a
crime an this great national mterest had come.
Happily thete was, on the French eide of the
Chanacl, at least, one unwoaried friend of Ame-
tica, as there were mawy watehfn] enemies of
Bugland.  Laraverre ‘wrole several letters to
Boston, and arrested an immigration fromn Nan-
tucket tothe Brush columes, and Islands, already
on the eve of embaskauton, and then addressed
lumselt 10 the Fiench monaich and his Court.
Frauce saw at onco the danger of a transfer of
+0 great a number of seameu, together with the
very secret part and mystery of whalo hunting,
to her hereditary and ielentloss cnemy. The
voud but ill-fated Lovis XVI equipped aix whal-

ing vessols, with American harpoonets, an his
own account and offered a beunty of nino dollats
pert man, payable by tho Roeyal Treasury, 10
every Amciican fishciman who thould einrarate
to France.  In a whole year, only nine Inmilics
contaiming thisty-threa personis, accepted this
oflers aud thereforo the King, in compliance
with Laray1re’s lirst advice, adopted the vx-
pedient of discriminating in favor of American
cargoes of oil and swhalebone in the [iench
markeh,  The American whalo fishery began
1o 1evive, and in 1787, 1768, and 1789, it vin-
loyed ats average of 122 vesscls, Hut' it etill
aborcd under the preasure of competition, stimu-~
lated by bounties both in Englandand in France.
In 1790, the Geeat and Genetal Council of Mas-
anchurells appealed to Congress for protection to
this great intereat of their Commonwenlth,  Mr.
Jrrrrnrsox, the Scesctaty of State, submitted an
elaborato reply, wlhich, whils it was liberal in
its apint, novestheless closed with the declara-
tun, that *the whale fishers was a branch of
industry €0 poor as to como to nothing with dis-
tant nations who dul not support it from their
treasuties—that our pomtton placed oue fishing
on ground somowhat hugher, such as to relicve
tiio Nationa} ‘Treasury Irom giving it support, bt
not 1o permit it 1o derive auppoit iom the fishery
not relivve the Government from the obligation
to provile free markets for the praductions of
the fishiery, if possible.”?

Tho_enterprise had not yet languished into
life, wheu the French Revolution of 1789 occur-
red, which invelved Ewopo, and ulimately the
United States, in wars that swept tho latier, as
well as the French and Dutch, fiom all the
fisherics, and left them in the exclusive enjoy-
ment of Bittain, who achieved in those wars ber
now established pre-eminence as the conqueror
of the seas. At their close, the British had 146
vessels i tho Northern whabing ground, which
caplured no less than 133 whales, and thus ob-
tained 13,690 tons of o1l and 438 tons of whale-
bono; and fifty-six ships m tho Southern whale
fishory equally successful.  The Americansnow
re-cutered the game, and the tables were speed-
ily, and, as wo think, permancutly, turued in
their favor.  In 1824 the Diitish became discour-
aged, and withdrew therr bounties; and in 1812
they had no more than I8 vessels s the Nosth
fishery, which captured only 24 whales, ‘The
Southern fishory dechined still more rapidly ; g0
that, in 1815, not ono Bratish whaler appeared m
the South Seas.  Swnce that ume, :xls nattons
have vintually abandoned this ¢ hardy form o
perilous sndustry?? in lavor of the Amencans.
I'ne enure whaling fleet of the world, in 1817,
consisted of about 900 vessels, 40 of which be-
longred to Franco, 20 to Bremen awld other ports
in Northern Europe, 20 to Now-Holland andother
British Polynesian Colonies, and all others, more
than 800 m number, with a_tennage of 210,000
tons, belonging to the United States. ‘Fho capi-
1al thus employed exceeded twenty millious of
dollars, and the annual productions of the fish-
erics amounted to thirteen millinns of dollars.
With the decline of this enterprise in Great
Britain, her commercial writurs bezan 1o discoun-
tenanco swhale fishung altogether; and while
they now represent it as a hew gambling adven-
ture, they endeavor to stimulate the peoplo of
Continental Europo to snbshituto vegetable oils
for those procured in the sea.

Mr. President, pray consider the cost, time,
dangers and hazani of tha whale fishery. ~ Each
vessel with jts eutfit is worth $30,000, and carries
thiny able-bodied acamen, aud is afloat on a
singlo voyage one or 1wo, pethaps three years.
It finds the whale always above the sixticth

degree of Iatitude, and can remain there only
duting the briel Polar Summer of {hirco mouthe,
The wholo time may clapsa without a whalg
betng seen,  When discavercd, overy stacceof his
capturo is tallsome, and attended with multiphed
dangers to tho assatlants, mcreased by tho shoale,
the ico, the stonne and tho fogs, which proteot
the animal arainst his pursuers,  The stanshes
arg absolutely trightful toa landaman ora comnmog
seaman, fu 1819, of sixty~threo Brilish ahips
scit 1o Davis's Straita, ten were lost, In 183],
out of sivty-nine, eleven were losl.  Of eighiy-
seven shups that sailed for Davis’s Straits, in 1830,
tin loss !}mn cighleen were losy, twcnly-four toe
tutned clean, winlo not one of the remamnder had
a full carga, and only ono ot two half.fiehed,

Pray consider, now, Sir, that tho great triumphy
of tho Amectican {ishermen was achioved, and iy
still sustained, not only without aid from the
Govermment, bul practically also without ad
fram the capital or ealorprizo of general come
merce; and, ndeed, o guoto the tervous lap.
guago of Jerrgason, ‘ with no auvxiliaries byt
poverty ad ngorous _cconony.”  The whaling
fleet of tho United States, in 1816, conssied of
739 vessols,  OF the thinty States, only five—
Sew Hunpshire, Rhodo Islamd,  Counechicut,
Massachusettsand Now York—wero ropresented;
and all of them, oxcept New York, are the States
leastblessed in {udility and climate. Now Hamp-
sliito, having only a single Fon, sent ouly ano
vessel.  Jthode Isfand, one of the threc et die
minutive States, equipped fifty-two.  Connecti-
cut, & amall State, sent out ono hundred and
twenty-tour, Now Yoik, with her extomled ter-
ntory, vast wealth, and etupendous cominereial
csmexhslmwuls, sentonly cighty-five; andallihe
test proceed frnm that State, wlerioe o many
others in exteat, wealth, and cominetce, but aue
perior o theny all in intelicctual anl social de-
velopment—Massachuselts.

Wealth does nothiag, patronago docs nothing,
whilo vizour dous ovcr}l ung for tho whale fish.
ery. InGreat Bratam, London resigned it in favar
ot those poor and vbsolvto towns, Hull in Enpa.
land, and Peteshenad, in Sceotlanid, as soon as the
Guvernment bountivs ceased.  So of the 85 ves-
sels which, in 1816, represeuted Now York inibe
fishery, only ono went up from the port of New
York, the commereial capital of the State and of
the Contment, whale no less than eight procceded
from Coll Spuing, a mere novk in iho mountains
winch crowd toward each other just above the
city, as if 1o prevent the waters of the Hudson
from therr destined meeting with tho tides of the
ocean, Al the others wero sent tiom Naw Sl
folk, Greenport, and Sag Haibor, inconsuferablo
villages or hitnlets on the outward coast of Long
Island. Massachusetts exhibits the same eate.
Boston finds more lucrative employment for her
capital in epiudles, in railroads, aud even in hes
fields of 1ce and gramte : and so leaves the profits
and toils of the whale-fistiery to Freetown, Fal-
mouth, Sippican, Warcham, Plymouth, Holmes’
Holo, Falr yli\'cr, Provincetown, Fairhaven, Now
Bedlord, and Nantucket, towns which but for
their pursuit of the whale fishery, would scarcely
have been honoured with designation on the chant
or names in the gazetteer, Most wondrous of all,
Nantucket 13 a sandy island, fifteen miles long,
and three mules broad, capable of maintaining by
agriculture only one hundred [;crsons, and yetit
was the cradle of the whale fis 107; and neither
any town in America, nor in England, nor oven
in France, has ever successfully estabhished or at
all maintained the whale lishcr{, without draw.
ing, not merely its knowledge of whale-hunting,
but the officers and crews of its vessel, chiefly
from that sandy shoal thus rising above the <ur-
face of the sca.



