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SANCTIFICATION THRIOIJGI{ THE TRUTI.

1W flEV. JOHN I1ASIî

- liE Holy Ghost is the 8anctifier of the saiznts. It is importan,
however, to iinderstand the nature of 11k wvork. Se fat as ýv

thatt is necessary te know in order to salvation Hie lias reveaîe(î

- ah'eady, tlrrough the Ilholy inen of God " Nyho wrote the Scriptures.
Hie wîo, imagines lie lias been taugltb dictrelio sîe
newv truth respecting the chuaracter and mioral geverumnent, of Ged,

or the waV"y te bc saved, is certainly inistaken. Hie is beconuing a victimnof
spiritutal pride, and is on the highiway te fanaticisin. There is scarcely aimy
error more daugerous than that of a blind, -tiireasoniing,, faith iu iniere 1impres-
sions. We are commanded not te believe every spirt, but te try the spirits
whvlethier t.hey lie of God. But how can we do thiis otherwise than by bringiinr
thenm to the test of flhe written Word ?

Thie doctrine of the New Testament is, that wlîile our redeniption frei
the power and pollution of sin is the work of the lIoly Spiri', tlat, -ork is
-%vroughit, neot by the irevelation of truth te the mi2îd, but by the app1ic«te cf
truth toe l(ic ct. Hie is the Source of ail purifying influence; the trutl is
the niediuni tlîrough, -%-ich lic influience flovs. IlSanctify thera through Thy
truth ; Thy w%,ord is truth."

"lTo us at this day this Word bas corne, anîd te lis at this day the anofunt-
inig of the ly Onie ilows down. For yeu, for i-e, (tlîank God !) the teachiug
of the Spirit remnains. It remains for the servants and the haîîdinaids; ,Iiid
inany an obscure and lewly brother in the streets around us eau say for hiirmi-
self as truly as St. Paul could say, II~ have received thie Spirit that is of God,
that I uiay know the things -which are freely.,giveni te nie of God.' But euee
w~ho thus speaks eaui l<nioN that his convictions are reiffly the teaching of thie
Spirit cf God onfly se far as tliey correspond with the eternal types of truthi,
whichi ascertaiîî te us wvhat the teaching of the Spirit is. Now, as in tlic
apostolie days, lie wvhich is spiritual can show thiat he is se only ' by aclknow-
ledgiug thiat the thiings w'hich ' these appointed teachers " wrote te lis are
coinmaiticnmeits of tIc Lord; for thle gi ft cf the Holy Gheost to otîmers is net

gîft whvlerelby they originate the knowledge cf new truths, but a ift whcrby
they recognise and appm'eliencl the old iînîchaiigingr niystery, stili receiving
afres li ene revelation cf christ, ever approachîingf, neyer surpassing, the
compr'ehensive but iimniovable boundaries etf the faith once delivered te the
sainîts. This is the gift wv1ich niakes tue written Word a living W'ýord, whiclî
flis a church Nvitijoy, and seals a seul for glory."

Thie Seriptuires %vili be te us a dcad letter or "a living Word, accerdimîg te
the state ofe-t rt iu which ve read theni. Mauy readers of tIe Bible fail te
obtain froni lt ciflier igtor comfort, because their hearts are net hoîîest.
Tlîey are net walking, in flic liglît already given. They are conscieus of re-
sistance toe lcwill of God. It uiay be in a little thing, but it is important
enou1gli te niake tlic eye evil. No wvonder that, the whlole body is full of
darkmîess. Il I is worthy of notice," says Professer Uphiam, "that we have iu
this Book abundant promises that those who will sincerely seek te obtain
lknowledge shall have assistance. God says in various ferîns of expressien,
Tr.y te L-now, and I Nvill hclp yen te know%; scek Me, and ye sîall find
Me!"
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