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tion of fudien liumaiiity as licre given by the inspired Apostie, should WC not
lie julstificd in sayilig, tliat siniful, unrci-deeîned miln is the fouiest, blackest spot
in the universe of God ? If lie wvas alone, lie wouild be scornied and. dreaded,
and Do olXC would corne nigli lus dwellimg; buit, because tlîey are mauîy, people
take refugoe il'ii nuxnbers, in muultitudes, <' for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way that leadetlî to destruction, and niany there be 'vhichi go ini thiercat."

The inost prouiisizîg and encouiraging contempllation 0o1 what the Apostie
cal, dwell is, that tlîis disorderly and utilappy state of things is nîo more,-
tluat lnew 1iriniciples ani habits of life and cluuractcr are broughit ito proziuuiient

actin,-hatlie is r-aist'd froîi tliis condition to one of peace> and satèty, and
digiiity il, Christ. Hie lingers on this thoughit, and accinulates expressions
to (rive expansion and cm phasis to its grreatiicss and nraîîdeilr. Hie enideavors
to ixuprint on thleir niindi.s the great obligation undfer whichi they are placed to
thle great Mover and 1)eliveuer-", God, wlio is vicli iniiiercy, for If is great
love wlierewitli Ile loved us, even whien we wvere dead iii sinis,qitickenied us te-
gether with Christ, (by grace are ye saved), anud raised us up together (with
fiîn) aund nmade us- sit together (with lliiii) iii lieaveniy places ini Christ
Jesus." Oi reverent tlîouglut falters as We attenipt to grasp the fulil inîiport
of these words. Tlîey are intended (no douil)) to rivet oui' attention on the
fact, that se intimiate is the union betweeui Christ and Ris people, so ciosciy
are thecir initerests and destiny linked wvith lis, that iii the very facts of Ris
resurrectio!i and exaltation, God lias acconîpflied the resuirrectien aud exal-
tation of ail whio are in Liiii.

The Apostie is very particular in the description of tlieir salvation,-that,
it is ail1 of grarc,-tliat is not bestoved as tli'3 rewvard of hurnail inent, but
brouight about by the alvmunding kindnless and love of God, upon those wvho
were utterly umwortlîy of it,-tliat it is perfectly gratuiitous and free. Hie
grocs on te showv that. oui' faitlî also is 1'ilot of ouirselves," but is " the gyift of
God." It is not a priIicil oî'iginated by ourselves,-it is not a me-re initel-
lectuial execise, a nmore asseut to trthl upon suflicient evidence; but ivolves
an operation of God uponl our souls, calliîg it into existence and sustaining
its exorcise; yet ini ne vay superscding our voltuuutary agency. Neitiier is it
of works, lest any nliauu sliouid boast. Onme of the most })eruicous and iinsinu-
atiig tendencies of our depraved nlature is, to regard wîth fond coînpiacenicy
wlhat wve ouirselves do> iosiiig sighit of the fact that all we ]lave is the gift of
God. Nowv, the very niature and object of the grace of God iii accomuplislîing
our saivation is, to strike at thue root of tîuis baneful tcudency. If our Sal-
vation were of werks, then we slîould have soînethixig whiereof te glory, aud
the grlace of God wvou1d be of nonme effeet; but thîe fact, thiat oui' sa,,lvation is
atogether of grace, that wve receive it by triustincg iii thme sacrificial deatli and
righitcoisness of another, and tliat thiat trust is foriiied 'vitin us by a Divine
power, shows us that we iîust utterly renouince ail glori1ýiuîg in ourselves, and
give the g]ory te God aloiie.

MVhile thîe Apostle is very careful to disclaini grood Nworks am being ineri-
torious, lie does îiot intend it to be uîîderstood timat a course of hio]y obedience
to the Divine precepts was a Inatter of indifférenîce, or did not forin a part of
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