
TRE 11O11E AND FOREIGN RECORD.

THE OLD VEAR AND THE NEW,

WITII J.EuovAiH one day is as a thousaud years and a thousand years are
as one day; for 1ereigus uneonditioneil by tinte or space; but witb us, poor
halting pilgrirns on lifo's short rough road, the passing away of one year and
the conting of another is a great and soleman event. Vie are forcibly rernind-
cd of' our frailty, of our accumulatcd sins, of the hour. when for us time shaHl
be noe mure,- ef the heur wheu the LORiD JvEsus shall be revealed frein ilcaven
%vitlî bis mighty angeis, in flamning fire taking vengý-eance on theim that know
net God and that ohey not the Gospel of our Lord 'esus Christ, and when
Mie shall be glorified in Htis saints and admircd iii ali thein that believe.

What progress have we iade in the Christian career during the past twelve.
nionth? iiow niuch ne--rer are we to our Saviour now thaü whca we corn-
menced the year ? What besetting sins, what evii passion2 have we torn up
by thc roots and flung froni us? What use have we made ofour privileges,
and what sacrifices of gratitude have we rendered to God for ail his goodness ?
Hie bas watchcd and tcnded us as a father thc chîldrcn who are the dclighit or'
bis heart. H-ave we cultivated a loving fellowship and communion witl uni
as bcconicth chidren? If we have brought forth, no fruit let us fear lest H1e
be angry ana eut us off' as cumnberers of lis groundl, before this ycar is ended 1

There are some of our readers who may be stili living as if there werc no
Ood-nothing bcyond thiq scen and temporal systcmi of things. To thent the
advcnt of a ncw year is full of warning. Tim e lingers flot for the cvii or the
good - it is hastening us ail together to meet the Judgc of A the carth.
Ready or unready, we must meet Him. Kiss ye the Son' lest Hie be angryl
If thcy escaped flot who disobeycd during the old dispensation, how shall we
,eseape if wc negleet ulds great salvation!1

The Bride, the Laib's Wife, is approaching, nearer and stili nearer to the
promised perfection cvcry revolving year; and the great purposes of Provi-
dence are being more palpably fulif lied and the ministry of ail thins to the
Ohureh is being moro fully revcaled with the lapse of tinte. Y;ears that
shake the stable tyranny of carthly throncs do but dernonstrate more elearly
that the Churcli is settled stcdfaustly on the Rock of Ages. Daring the year
just past the progrcss of the kingdom or'God bas been such as greatly te en-
courage the believing heart. We sce the Empires of' Russia, and Austria.
opened to, the Bible. Italy tee, under the reiga of the gailarit and good Vie-
tor Emmanuel, is traversed, far and wide by those who aic sowingr the secd of
the kingdcm. The. cause of Christ, once apparently quenched ln Martyrti


