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Among the rivers whichi fall into Lake St. Johin is the Mistassini,
called albo I. de:- Sables, froni the grent quaiutity of sand which it
bring$ downi. By this river, whici bias a Iength of about 150
miles, the Indians kinowvn by the naine of Mistassins, and living-
around the great lake, of that naime, were aeuwstomned to descend

atPit luthe, iiost northlern tradin-post in this region,
wlîere they sold their furs. They still corne down every year in
the îuionth of June for tia purpose of trade, and also to iieet the
]nissionary ivho pays theui an annual visit. It was by this river
that Michaux proposed to pass to ifudson's Bay. Leaving the
post at lPointe Bleue on the 2lstAugust, lierenehed. ini a few hours
the river 31istassini. The waters were shiallow, and for five or six
leagues flowed through banks of ùmoving sands, whieh wvere soine-
times more than haîf a, league long. The lands on cither side
-wcre low and fertile, no mountains were visible, and the trecs were
chiefly elrns, asiies, and piries, of a good growth. At the end of'
about cigliteen leagues Michaux arrived at a beautiful wvaterfall
about eigbty feet in heiglit, and on the evenhig& of the 22n1dz£u-ust
cncarnped on the borders of t'le basin below.

This point which was known as Larges Rapides, Michaux
observcd as the nortiiern liiîait of Pofteîilila tridentata, whibc
Gauitheria j»rocumtbeest disappetared ten leagues above Lake
St. Johni, although I-Hooker, ini his Flora~ Boreali-..dmcricana, lias
indicatcd Quebec as its northern lirnit.

The 23rd being a day of raia, Michaux remained in camp; but
the three foliowingr days lie continued flic ascent of the river,
whichi became narrower, and so rapid that the canoes could only
ba propelled by nîcans of poles. At length lie reuýh!ed tixe portage
ealled iV)ite--Ieiite, where ha was obligad to make i.di"ýeult and
cven dangerous ascent of a hili eigit, or nine hundred feet ia
heiglît. From the surnînit lie looked down into an immense
valley, traversed by green hlIs whieh resanihled great waves in an
ocean of verdure. A single small river alone broke the monotony
of this landseape; to it the travellers directed thecir stops, and soon
reaehi d a streamn which was only about eigliteeni feet wide. iDuring

Fiera, in Canada ad arnnem, Mistassini, vol, i, fol. 34, 61, 110.
t- Sonie botanists have ventured to change the narne of this plant to

Gautiera; but the true orthography of [the nane of its discoverer is Gan-
tliier, as appears froni the registers of Notre Darne de Quabec (Register
of Aug. 26, 1751). It would bcsides bc undesirable [o change a narne
conscerated like this by long use.


