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Thinning of Turnips.

A currespu. © of The Farmer (Scottish) writes as
follows, on the ubove subject :

“Turnips have for a long course of years heen
gonerally thinned with the hand hoo; sud in thin-
ning. great care has been taken to have the plants
left all laid flat upoa the ground, with only n very
feeble hold of the soul. The method is still in fuil
practice by n number of farmers at the present day;
tmt u considerable unmber have found, from expe-
rience, that this is not the best mode of munagement.
The new, and at present best method, is the hand
2, ing, which is gradunlly growing in favour, and
conntenanced by several extensive farmers. It s
aliowed to be as sperdy a wode, when performed by
expert hands, as the common old hand-hocing sys-
tem.  This new method 13 performed by the thioners;
boy~ and giris ean 4o the work admirably, and at
little expense and at every prover distance for o
plant to be left, a good-sized one 1> seized by the left
hand. winle the right clasps anq pulls out what are
unueeessary. By 1his system the plants are left less
injuced and with fivmer hold of the soil than when
thinned with the han which causes them to come for-
ward mose rapudty  than when laid prostrate und
Yooseactd.  For ~wedes tie plan has been found to he
advaningeo s It is bui catural to suppose that,
where the plants are laid over and loosened. even ul
lowing them o takebuta short time to rise again, those
never Jaut over must be a stage further advanced by
the ume the others have got upright, besides they are
less liable (o injury by being tossed about by high
sinds. The experiment has been tried by several
Yarmer:. and the vesudt has proved favourable. The
use of the hioe in cleaning is, nevertheless, necessary,
and this is a light matter and cagily performed. One
trial will be found convinging.”

Whercupon the Editor observes :

* The mude of thinning turmps mentioned by onr
cunteepondent mnay Le new in lis neighbourhood.
Lut we adopted ivmore than twenty years ago, not
indeed from any idea that it was an improvement.
but Lecause we were so situeted that we conld not
gt bauds who were eaperd in the use of the hoe. We
found, however, that it was a good plan, and con-
tinued tu practise it; hut the ground must he gone
oter with the haud-hoe very svon after the plants
have been thinned.™

The New Double Furrow Plough,

Tais recentinventicn was tried on Saturday last,
through arrangements made hy Messrs. Benjamin
Reid & Co., on o field at Rubislaw. near Aberdeen.
‘The plough is the invention of AMessrs. 'Thomas Pirie
& Co., millwrights, Longside, Aberdcenshire. by
whotu it wa s patented and ficst exbibited at the show
of the Ruyal Northern Agricultural Society in July
last.  There it received commendation from the
Judges. and was set aside for trial in aotarmn. At
the trial, which took place on the furm of Auchterel-
lon at the same time as the competition in reaping-
machines, eld under the auspices of the Society, its
merits were seen and apprecsated. One man can
superintend the plough aud also drive the horses.
By means of tno iton handles or levers, fitted with
regulating serews—one regulating the first plough,
the othier for regulating the sccond—he direets the
depth of the furrow shice, winch can be altered at
any tim> without stopping. A third lever is used to
move the front or steerage wheel, by which the
ploagh is readily turned. On this occasion, the size
of turrow was six by nine inches. The coulter and
mould Loards are of cast-sieel.  Applying the dyna-
mom ¢, tie drauglit was fonad to bo favourabie ag
e mpared with that of tho single plough, Hero the
average draught was nearly six cwt., and the com-
mon plough, when tried on the same ground, ave-
raged foar and a hall.  Tried immediately after on
land af.cr turnips, the difference was rather more
marked; so that it may Le stated generally that the
e 7 the double furvow plough on such land is
much wboa G same as the common plough on lea.
Of co11s., the suie dimension—sx by mne inches

watalho. Qo Laonsking the comparison.  Trials
made on heavy clay lea, in dificrent parts of {he
county, show u similar difference of draught be-
tween the double aad the swgle plough, Un such.
it is calcnlated, three huises uraw the former with
more ease than tws can do the Jauer.  And then, as
the amonnt of work done, with two horses in cight
liours, onc double plough turns over two imperial
acres of lght loamy lea, aud as aninstanco mpoint,
on the farm of Fipperey, near Lilun, some weeks ngo,
with three Lorses, strung land i lea was ploughed
with & furvow of geven inches by uno and o half
inehes, at the rate of two and o half aercs ia ten
hours.—Farner (Scottish.)

Tecp-Dressing Grass, &o.

tespondent of the Inverness
mce {0 the use of artiticinl
manures for U« purp- ¢ ot top-dressing gravses, &c:
«We see that « verywh re, alimost. top-dressing is now
tho rule for m ch of ti ¢ grass. Nottung pays hetter
when a propet opporte ity is t den for dowg 1t, and
shitable manu «¢s are wyplied, because whether for
pasture or hay a thick sole, and a vigorous start, is
half the battle won.  If for hay, we have a prompt
retura in the gnack; i for pasture suvely it ¥ wiser
to increase the growth on one’s own laud than to
gend half tho cattle away (o enrich o “ superior grass
park?? let by sumebody clse for your money andtheir
manure. Wo.:00w very Little fand that would not
repay the farm or for op-dressing hi<first year™s grass
atany rate.  For of course all the conditions that
hold rood for jucreasing crops in general, kold good
asrepards grass; tho better, and richer, and drier
the suil, the more wiil the profit be, notwitustanding
the fact that vcry cnorinous crops of grass grow in
tho s« a-sand, where, as a rule, cereals with the same
treat:nent would do no good. It was theirexpericnce
of th s fact that brought those Ayrshire farmers to
grief, of whose wonders we heard so much ten years
ago. Not that ther werefarming sea-sand.butthatthey
nistoolk the effec's of over-enviching cereals by top-
diessing.  In our own time we have succeeded in
iHustrating the process.  Ona farm of the lightest
soil—if it might be called soil at all—we broke up
four or five-year-old lea, and with a little labourand
a great dose of guano, got a spanking crop of turnips.
We guve the whole crop to sheep, sowed barley, and
had the most beautiful and bulky growth the ese
could desire.  Very proud we were of our farming,
and we went on talking largely about our precious
field till barvest approached. One day we wade the
startling discovery thatsome of the long and band.
somo ears happened to haveno grainin them. and we
pursued our researches long cnough to become
awaro that peshaps the less we smd about tho whole
affair the better; for, in fact, that Geld which looked
fivo quarters did not thrash out tico busbels! Weobad
stimulated the poor weak soilinto @ tever, and grown
grass (ia fact), and left in 1t no strength for growing
grain, Of course it is very possible to waste top-
dressing even on grass, for if o long drought succeeds
the tume of application the manure will be nearly
useless,” e W
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The Barberry as o Hedge Plant.

. ALuyy, of Benton Ilarbor, Mich., writes to the
New York Farmers® Club as follows:

I want fo say a few words about the barberry.
One fact is worth half a dozen gucsses, and I have
experimented on barberry for ten years, and cannot
see its character as some do. Ten years ago, or about
that time, I planted one hundred barberry bushes in
Delawave county, fowa. The following winter, on
thirty different days, the mercury sunk down from
10° to 30° bhelow zero, and it did not injure the bar-
berry. This ought to establish its hardiness.  Four
years ago I planted ten rods of small barberry plants
for o hedge on wy place.  That hedge now appears
mauch like a perfect fence.  Man or beast would try
more than oitce before passing throughit. Two years
more of such growth as it had last vear would make
it bog-tight, horse-high, and buall-strong. As touts
blasting crops, I have rise? vicat, cora,sugar cane,
and many varictics of fruit right along beside tho
barberrics, and the only thing I ever knew bhlasted
was a few English goosclerries. which always Llasted
even when far avay from the barbertics. A Massa-
chussetts man cempla‘ne of the secdlings springing
up. T will pay him §160 for 20,000 such plants, de-
fivered to me next fall, One writer complains of
their sprouting at the roct, and becvning a nuisance.
I deny that one plant of the barberry ever sprouted
from the root. It doer, it is trae, throw up cach
year straight sprouts finimn the collar of the plant.
Thesecond yearsaid shoo:s throw offlateral branches,
which lock and interluch with the previvus growth.
AN of these sprouts wnite beluw the collar in one
cenfral root, which at the depth of eight or ninc
inches branches out into proper roots, but I have
never sech one bud on the root of any plant of the
barberry. Let no oncsend to me for seeds ur plants,
for T bave neither for sa's I &o, though, fully be-
lieve that the barberry is yet destined to become the
great bedgo plant of America.
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Ture Euny Rose Porato —Our Awmerican eox-
chapges give a very flattering account of this new
potate  Spuclizens of this year's growth are de-
scribed us lurgy and of cxcellent favour. It is
thought it will Lake thelead of all the carly sorts.

New and Simple Potato Digger.

A rortato-pigeizG machine, easy of construction
and light of draft, isthus described hy a correspon-
dent of the Country Gentleman 2—

It consists of o wooden bar fonr fect long, into
whicl are inserted from tho bottom fivo steel teeth.
These teeth, wkich are of bar stecl, rounded on the
upper surface and brought tv a point at the working
cu, are put through the woodon bar ard secured by
nuts, so they avo casily removed. From the wooden
bar to the principal curve in the tecth is about five
inches, and from this curvo to their outer extremity
they form an angle of about fifteen degrees. An iron
rud, rising about two feet and a half Srom thy wocden
bar, and fastened to cach end of it, forms the hanile.
Trace chains, from six to ten inches long, pass from
cach end of the bar, by which to attach the horse to
the machine, which is done by hooking these chains
to the traces, 8o no whiflietree is nsed.

Asto the efliciency of this digger, it is allegod that
it does its work well and rapidly, insomuch that two
men dug forty-three bushels of potaloes with it, and
put them in a waggon, in three hours, last fall. This
labour, by the same men, would dig and put in wag-
gons over 140 bushels in ten hours.

Ashes.for Wheat.

A correspondent of the Rural Genlleman, in Dela-
ware, writes strongly in favor of ashes to prevont
rust in wheat, and from expericnco has found them ot

great value.  As to the effect of ashes, hpaays they
have, like Shakespeare's * sherry sack,¥ 'a *‘threo-
fold operaﬁon 37

1. The ashes operate as a manure upon the wheat,
cven in the limited quantity of eight bushels per
acre. s
2, They push tho wheat forward soveral days, and
in timo to escape tho hot, sultry days wbich often
prevail about tho time of tho * heading out” of tho
wheat; and .

3. They strengthen the stem, giving it substanco
and solidity.

Imay add one or two moro propertics of the
ashes; they afiord just that kind of pabulum ¢r_food
which is best for the development and porfection ot
tho grain, and will, in my opinion, also prevent tho
ravages of the fly in wheat. I would: here venture
thoe remark, that whoever once tries this experinient
will thereafter spread his wood ashes npon his wheat,
as above indicated; and, in so doing, he will effectu-
al'Iy guard against and prevent “tho rust V' in bis
wheat.

A
Grear Yierp or Barrey.—A California farmer by
the name of Gridley, who cultivates some 3,000
acres of land, recently harvested fifty acres of barley,
which it is reported averaged oighty bushels to tho
acre.

Inisu Oams.- Wo were pleasantly reminded of tho
* old country” tho other day by seeing a magnificent
sample of oats bronght to our office by a gentleman,
who had just arrived from Ircland and bronght the
specimen to show Canadians what oould be raised in
spite of drought and adrersc seasons; for erops of
all kinds have been exposed throughout the wholo of
Great Britain to the same scorching ordeal that wo
have experienced in this country. Such, however,
is tho abundant moisture of the * Emerald Isle,” that
we are informed they bave suffered less from the
drought than the sister country; and certainly the
sample before us speaks well for the fortility of the
svil and the shill in culture that could produce so
luxuriant a growth.  Tho straw is between six and
woven fect long, stout and atrong ir proportion, and
the heads aro heavy and well filled.  Thesample was
taken from tho farm of W. Watson, Fsq., of Ballan.
rath, ncar Edonderry, in King’s County, and was
brought over Ly Mr. R, J. Tackabury. Mr. Watson,
we understand, does not trust solely to tho natura)
richness of the land on his cstate, but makes a
liberal use of manure. To produco like results, we
must treat oyen the virgin soil of Canada on the
samo priociple.



