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Turn now to the 12th chapter of 2d Samuel, and see if David did not
feel just so. As long as it was uncertain whether his child should live
or die, he lay on the ground, and fasted and prayed. This uncerlainty
made him feel very anxious.

Suppose one of your little brothers should fall into the river, and there
sink down under the deep waters, and before he could be got out, he
should grow cold and pale, and seem 10 be dead. Your father takes the
flittle boy in his arms,and carries him home, and then they wrap him up
m warm flannels, and lay him up on the bed. ‘The doctor comes, und
goes into the room with your fatler and mother, to see if itis pussible to
save the little boy’s life. ‘T'he doctor says that nobody muy go into the
room but the parents. They go in, and shut the door, and in a, few
minutes the question is to be decided, whether or not the child can hve.
Oh, ther, how would you go to the door, and walk around with a step
soft as velvet, and hearken to know whether the dear boy lives! And
after you had listened for some time, treading softly, and speaking in
whispers, and breathing short, the door opens, and your mother comes
out, and there are tears in her eyes! Is he dead >—says one in a faint,
sinking whisper—is he dead? Onh, no-—-no—your litde brother lives,
and will be well again! Oh, what a thrill of joy do you all feel !} What
leaping up in gladness! Now, there is such a joy in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth. The sinner has been sick, but the gospel has
been taken as the remedy, and he is te live for ever. Do you wonder
that the angels rejoice at it ?

Just turn to the 21st chapter of Numbers, and read the account of the
healing of those who had been bitten by the fiery serpents. Had you
been there, you might have seen parents carrying their litile children
who had been bitten, and who were just ready to die. 'The poison of the
serpents is circulating through them, and they are almost gone. The
mother brings up her child to the brazen serpent. Oh, how anxious is
she, lest it has not got strength sufficient to look up! How tenderly
dees she gaze upon its face, as she holds it up to the brazen serpent,
waiting for it to open its eyes! and what joy when it does look up and
live! So there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repeateth.

1 have now told you the two reasons why the holy angels rejoice when
a sinner repents. { next wish you to hear three remurks. Will you
remember them—all three ? ’

1. Most men are not like the holy angels.” .

By being like the angels, I do not mean, that most men do not look
like them ; for nobody looks like them. But I mean that they do not
feel like them. You hear men talk every day. What do they talk
about ?  Why, about the weather, their health, their cattle, thejr crops,
and their neighbours ; but very few say any thing about the repentance
of sinners.

Suppose one of you should repent to day. [ should be glad, and so
would some others ; but the greater part of the people in this town would
know nothingabout it; or if they did, they would care nothing about it.
JI:Jot so with the angels. They would all rejoice over it—ivould all
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