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Nowv, perhapG, that nîay st.,rtle you; for, I think, that is the prevailing con-
ception of it. Eternal life presupposes inimortality, but %%hen you say of
this kind of life siînply that it is endless, you do flot convey any very
adequate idea of wvhat it is. If a plant %vere to live and blouin folever,
would it have eternal life ? If a bird were to live and sing forever, %vould
it have what the Scripture cais eternal life ? No !Those angels whichi
kept flot their first etate, \vhoin God liurled headlong frori heaven, 1)ave
they eterrial life ? It is rather eternal death. Eternal life is riot merci)y
hieaveri.

It is the preparation for hecaven. There certainly wviIl flot be heaven for
anyonc without it. The drunkard, or the selfishi or eniouS mian in hieaven,
if it u ere possible for therin to get there unchangcd, could not be said to have
eterrial life. The iînagcry of Scripture wvhichi calîs up heaven, the eternal
city, to our inmagination is v'ery beautiful, and we are told that into that city
there cari enter nothing that is unclean. Those fruits of the Spirit which
the apostle enumerates mîust be cultivated here in order for us to enjoy
their dcvelopmnent in heaven.

Eternal life is flot adequately expressed by saying that it is enjoynient.
It carnies enjoynierit iii the heart of it, but it imnplies soinething more. God
lias been plcased to annex pleasure to all kinds of life. 'Flic bird and tbe
irisect have tlieir DuLnsations of joy. There are pleasures of intellect,
pleasures of actîAty, and pleasures )f repose. God lias s0 constituted
things, thiat ail formns of activity, with health, carry with thein a certain
amnounit of cnjoyment of life. This thing called eterrýIa life wvill be no
exception to this moie. It wvill ratier possess richer enjoymnent and felicity,
whichi should be callcd by tlîat stronger expression, " blessedness." But
for ail that, ive niust g-et away from the mnere conception of enjoyment as
constituting the essence of eternal Ffe. It is the possession of eternal
life that tŽives erijoyiiieîit, and not eîîjoyment that niakes eternal life.
'l'le fragrance does not niake the rose. it is the rose that makes the fra-
.grance. It is the pecuhiar structure and endowmient by God of that p!aTnt
that gives it its fragr-ince and beauty. You must not reverse the order.
You cannot talke awvay tiiose subtie elements of interwoven beiiig by w'lîich
the rose is distinct fron the lily. In the saine wvay, it is r.ot the song that
inakes the bird, but the bird the son-. MWhlerever you find any type of
pleasure and enjoynîent, it results froin the healthful and norimal use of
siiie faculty with which Goci lias endowed thiat sentient being.

I ktiowv it is a little dimfcult to carry you witl.i vith me in this soinewliat
nmetaphysicai line of thought, but 1 trust I have miade it appar-ent that
%ve are to seek for oinetliing irn-ard and spiritual before %ve begin to ex-
pect to i-cap re-,i enjoyi-nent. If you wiul but thiik of it for a monment, you
wvill easily sec that that whiich is rnost beautiful aîîd grand and thrilling in
humnan life and chai-acter does îîot conie aîon- witlî scenes of enjoyment,
mucli Iess dues enjoynîent coîistitute it. If you wvill recollect what yxou
have read of history. and viewv these thiings in the Iiý,ht of Scriptural teatch-
ing, you will sec tlîat tlîat \vhichi fils your lieart Nitlî adm-iration and thî-ills
you wvitI entitusiain docs not corne froni scenes of festive enjoyînent aiîd
dclight. \'ou do îîot inake axîy mari your licro îr.etely because lie lias a
wvell-sI)rca( board and a pleasurable means of existence. Sueh a mian
docs not fil1 your soul's imiaginationî as your ideal of the hi-hest forni of
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