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tains one summer, and the few months spent there proved so full
of pleasure and profit that it may be pardoned if some memories
of it are offered the readers of this MacaziNe. The land is all
the more interesting to Canadians from the resemblance of many
of its features to those of our own country.

We dwellers of the North have fjords on our coasts, and an im-
mense range of gneiss and other archaan rocks as our geological
hackbone, and just so it is in Norway. It lies as far north as any
man could wish for; it has the grandest fjords in the world; and
it has wide stretches of gneiss, in the opinion of some of its
geologists, like our Laurentian; the very oldest land in the globe,
whose hoary hills raised their head calmly to heaven when the
rest of Europe and America lay hid beneath the waters or pushed
only an island or two above their surface.

And Norway is a land, like our own, of forests, of fisheries, of
cold winters, and of sturdy, democratic people; but it lacks our
fertile square miles, and the latter cause may in coming years
draw many of her hard-worked sons across the waters to our
broad North-West. '

As might be expected when a stronger nation shares with a
weaker, the division of the Scandinavian peninsula is not quite
fair. Sweden takes all the plains and leaves Norway the moun-
tains. It is a mere strip of mountains beginning away up in
Lapland, not twenty degrees from the Pole, and stretching with
varying widths eleven hundred miles to the south-west. Its most
southerly point is more than ten degrees north of Quebec. The
rocks in this sea of mountains are twisted and tossed into a most
perplexing confusion, and not even yet are the mysteries of their
origin and relations unravelled. They are all of the very oldest
formations, nothing later than Devonian having been found in
the better known south of the country, and even that without
fossils. The Silurian is, however, widely found and well developed.
Some of the old geologists of the country think them the very
first-born of rocks, remnants of the first solid crust formed in the
dim and misty beginning of things on the surface of the cooling

- but still molten earth. A later and younger school, of which my
friend Dr. Broegger is a prominent member, lvok on very many
at least of these seemingly primeval rocks, as being of far later
origin, mere youths compared with our Canadian Laurentian.
They have certainly proved their point in many cases. By patient,
painstaking study of their native rocks they have here and there
found beneath thousands of feet of crystalline schists and quartzites
a stratum containing an obscure fossil or two, half obliterated,
but still plainly recognizable as Silurian—ecoins struck in the die



