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brethren see each other, and perliapsl
exchange node of recognition in the
lodge; the work and business are done
and the lodge ciosed, and the brctli-
ren separate. Only a few wlio are
early have any opportunity for con-
versation witb eacli other, save ln the
féw minutes in which tbey are pre-
paring for home, after the lodge is
closed. Now, if the lodge is cailed
off for refreshment during the session,
the brethren would have the needed
opportunity for social conversation.
This is especially truc in larger
places, wbere most of the new miera-
bers are comparatively strangers to,
moat of the older ones. We were
much struck with tbe remark of a
pretty regalar attendant upon Ma-
sonic meetings ln tlie ciýy of bis resi-
dence, to, the effect that he was better
acquainted with the members of one
of the bodies than with thoso of the
other, because the collation it was in
the habit of baving gave hlm an op -
portunity of a social chat witb theni.
Lt is a con2mon saying that some
niembers are neyer seen in a lodge
excepb wbcn there is to be "a set-
down," and it bas been as commonly
said that -Ghese bave no interest in
Masonry except whien it affects tbeir
stomaclis; but isn't this a littie un-
charitable? May it not be, after ail,
that tbe social enjoyment is largely
what cails them ont? We believe so;
and moreover, we believe if thieir in-
terest was kept alive in this matter it
would. soon become an interest in
Masonrv-J. H. DRu-NiMOND.

W\ith a flourishing lodge, a com-
petent, well-informed and moral Mas-
ter, and well selected officers, al
lodges may depend upon a perpetuityf
of existence, and an extended spbere
of usefuiness. Mucli of the troublei
that lias afflicted our few weak and
comparativey useless ]odges, can be
traced, in the firsb place, to the fact
that the Masters cliosen have not beeni
of that calibre mentaily te, enable!
tliem to, be guides and teachers, and
ona that account, the membersbip,

failing to have an objective. point of
elevation, continue on thc saine plane
-there je no moral or intellectual
improvement in store for thein by
looking to the East. -Grand Master
Mlarkcs, o! Loui.siana.

The "Zirkel," of Vienna, bas an
interesting study upon Masonry in
Japan. There exist seven lodges
there. Yokohama lias three, Tokio,
two, of which the Mission Lodge dates
from 1870. Kobe is the seat of is-
ing Sun Lodge, No. 1401, founded in
1872, and of the Lodge iliogo and
Osaka, No. 498, founded in 1870.
Ail the lodges are composed of foreign-
ers, but an American, Gen. Legendre,
is endeavoring to, found a lodge of na-
tives in Tokio.

Wlien King Kalakaua, of the Sand-
wich Islands, was going to Europe,
lie applied to Grand Commander Ai.
bert Pikie for introductions to distin-
guished brethren abroad. It seems
now that lie slighted the bretbren re-
ferred to, and Grand Commander
Pike lias publisbed in the proceedings
of bis Supreme Couincil, an apolog1y
to, them, for the grave error of ask-iug
their courtesies for a king, and says
the like shail not occur agyain.

A cliairnian of one of the Grand
Lodge Committees on Foreig!u Cor-
respondence, being taxed with asing
an un-Masonie expression in saying
that the Grand Lodge was "lcailed to
order," defends bis action by saying:
"LIt le generally pretty niecessary to
call the bretbren te order before any-
tbing else can be done; and while it
may be an innovation, we are not
ready to acknowiedge it a grave error,
particular]y as our Grand Lodges, as
now conducted, are more like business
meetings than anything else." To
which, we remark, too true, ln certain
jurisdictions; and the sooner these
business meetings are clianged into
J31aonic meetings, thie better for the
Craft.-1eqstone.


