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Notes on the Old Country Markets

W. A. MacKinnon, Canadian Trade Commission, England

tion of packing and packages so impor-
tant as in England, where purchasers of
all classes of goods are accustomed to
sor them pur up attractively a< well as sub-
stantially.  Thic < particularly tho case
with fruit. whether it be tho package used
in transit or that in which it is displayed
for sale, and it is on this ride that compe
tent observers declare Canadians to be be-
hind some of their competiturs
A few words. therefore. wn the various
packages scen on the British market may
not bo amiss, even though it would not bo
desirable in every case for Canadians to
copy the methods of the 0ld Country or of
other competitors.

SMALL FRUITS

Taking first small fruit., such as straw.
berries, raspherrios and currants, the pop-
ular package used in the home market is
what is known as the “chin.”’ an oblong
basket commonly measuring twelve inches
by six and onechalf inches and holding
aLout six pounds of fruit. provided with a
handle of wood or metal. Thew are. in
fact. very similar to Cauadian ten-nound
grape baskets, but slichtly wider, shallow-
er and shorter. Strawberrios are picked
direzt into these baskets. and aro some-
times shipped away without any covering.
At dhe most a piece of thin pink or white
paper is placed over the fruit. the cdges
turned down and tied with string running
round the outeide of tho basket.

The old mathod consisted of packing and
shipping the fruit on weoden trays, holding
tuelve pounds each. which trays were re
turnabla br the railwars. The “chip” is
consideredd in every way superior {0 the

IN no other market of the world istheques-

tray, whether for berries or for enrrants.

French shippers send to this market large
quantitics of strawberries packed in small
wooden hoats. which consint simply of a
flat bottom with sides and ends sloning out-
wards, barge-like.  These are filled with
fruit_and then tied together in pairs, each
forming. as it were, a cover far the other.
The “boat” holds from three to four pounds
of fruit, and oning to its wolidity and tho
case with which the donble package enn
Lo tossed from hand to hand in transship-
ment (there being no vacwt space to allow
play for the fruit) this stvle of package
scoms quite poaular, and was trongly sup-
ported at a recent meeting of frint grow-
ors, convened to consider the question of
improvements.

PLUMS

Enplish plums are usual'v sent to market
in round and rather shallon wicker bas-
kets.  Ther are callld “halisioves” or
“half-bushels.” and heid about twenty-four
poands of plums. They usuallh have the
name of the dealer punted on the outside,
and are called “refurnables,” as thev have
to bo sent back to th+ dealer. having cost
him about one shillmg each. This kind
of package is al-o very popular for goose-
berries, best pears and cherries.

Choice plums have been shivped some-
what extcnsively from South Africa here,
with success. Thev have been packed in
shallow wooden ca<es about 2hree inches
deap. well prolected with wond wool at top
and bottom of cise, cach fruit being
wrapped in paper. |
. The pachage considered most <witable for
poaches ic the shallow waeden case alout
four inches derp. Tho bottom should boe
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cavered with a thick pad of fine wood-wo..l,
on which the poaches are placed, earh
wrapped in paper, ard separated from ¢ .
another by little pads of ithe packing w .
terial.  Another layver of wood-wool shou .}
cover all

Halland has been seading peaches to 1 <
mrrket, and on the whole the experime .t
nas prove] saccessful.  They alse adapts |
tho single layer package now so popul.-.
but used a different kind of packing. 1.
stead of wood-wool, cotton-woal was wt.
lizeed. The boxes were first of all lined m),
this material; then each peach was wrapyud
in it. and wads of the same placeil b(-tbn "
as a protection  against  bruising. wth .
packing material, however. is consider. ]
here to bo much too “heating,” and tla
wood-wool is deelared to «be superior ..
every way.

PEARS

Home-grown pears are packed in e
sa'ne way  as  plumns in round, shall .
wicker baskets—and it is said that it w @
be difficult to imnrove on this kind of paci.
age.

French pars come to Fagland packed .
two-layer wooden cases. commonly made -1
slat-wood. holding about twelve pounds .f
fruit  The pears are pliced on a bed .t
woo:l-wonl and covered with another laye:
More pears are placed on top of this, anl
a furtber pad of wond-wool covers .o
Thue pears carry vory weli, but some 1.
cetvers nwould orefer that cach fruit sho. |
be wrapped in paper. .

Asis very well known to Canadian «x.
porters, quite tho most familiar packace
for avples in these markets is t.~ barnl
which accars in three tvpes—tho flat-
hooped Canadian barrel. tho Norva Scot.a
spruco barrol with half-round _hoops, 5::;:1
the Tnited States barrel, which is simi-
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CANADIAN NURSERY G0,

w Hardy Northern Grown Nursery Stock
10 PHILLIPS PLACE, MONTREAL

Strawberries and

Vines and Hedges
liardy Roses

Conifers, etc., efc.

Only those Plants sufficienlly robust for
our northern climate are grown. All
Stock guaranteed. Full directions given.

NURSERIES: POINTE CLAIRE, 14 MILES FROM MONTREAL

On main linc of Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railways

Over Fifty Trains Daily ensure unsurpassed
shipping facilities. Private siding. Pians and
Estimates submitted for Gardens, Grounds
and Landscapes. Catalogue on Application

A Few Reliable Salesmen Wanted

Small Fruits

APRPPILIES)

Good Supplies Wanted For W
CHRISTMAS TRADE

And Likely to Command a Good Markct l
OUR CONSIGNMENTS of good fruit W

in boxes and barrels solicited.

Every shipment receives personal
care so as to yield the utmost cent
Proceeds remitted by mail immediately |
goods realized, or sent by cable if
desited. Ship via GLASGOW, LIVER-
POOL or LONDON, or direct steamer
of THOMSON LINE.

JAMES MARSHALL

12 REGENT QUAY
ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND
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