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powçr to inould our ow char;ctcrs,
and to make ourselves what we wish
to become, and if any outsid induce-
ment isnecded, to smtiWate the pub.
lic school teachers of Ontario, to avaiI
thcmselvcs to the utmost, of thie in-
herent power, thîey need not go for
such inducement beyond the consid-
cration that theirs is one of the high-
est of all callings, inasmach as the
materials upon which it is theirs to
work-humnan minds-are the noblest
and most imperishable of all things,
and that with them it rests, in a very
large degree, to determinc not only
wbat shall be the mental and moral
characteristics of a large number of
the individuals of the coming gener-
ation, but also through theseindividu-
als the distinctive features, of the

typical Canadian of fifty or a hundrci
ycari bence. êIlhce Canadin, nation4i
charactcr is npw 'm process of forna.
tion. We ali wislb that it may beconie
a synonym for al that is intelligent,
and cnergetic in mcntality, and all
that is manly and straightforward in
morality. î'q wlat cxtent this wish
is to be rcalizcd depends more prob-
ably upon the public school tcaçhers
of the country, than upon any other
human agcncy-that of moilcrs4lonc
exccpted. It has been truly said that
" mothers and school tcachers sow the
seeds of nearly all the moral good and
evil in the world." Let the school.
teachers of Ontario sow only good
secd, and coming gencrations shal
rejoice in an abundant harvest of in-
telligence and virtue.

SIR WALTER SCOTT'S MATU.REk POEMS.

S COTT'Sgeniu.flowcredIate. "C.d-yow Castlç," the first of his
poe.ms, I think, that has indisputable
genius plainly stamped. on itî tersq
andierylines, was colaposed in 1802,
when lie was already thirty-one years;
of age. It was in the same, year that
he wrote the first cantQ of hi first
great romance in verse, «f The L;iy of
the Last Minstrel," a poen wbiçh did
not. appear till 18o5, whçn he was
thixty-our. The first capto (npt in-
cluding the framework, of which the
aged harper is the pripcip.ai fig re)
weg writteg in the lQdginga tp 4ch
he was cofine<; for 4 fortnig t in
18.92, by 4 kick reçeiyçdfrpm ' horae
on Portobello sada, duxng a, charge
of the Volunteer Cavaley,., p ,ch
Sco;twas corpet., The pglen. 1y 4s ori-
gi.ly intended to be incluaeç m the
"Bor4r Minstrelsy," que q f e he

studies in the antique style, but soon
outgrew the limits of such a, study
both in lepgth and in the freccom of
its manner. ;Both the poorest an
the best part of 'The Lay" were
a specinI roanner due to Lady a
keith, (aftervard Duchess o' uç-
cleugh) Who suggested it, and in
whose iÏpriour the poem was wriýten.
It was she who requested Scott to
write î, poem on the legend of' thae
goblin page, Gilpin H4orner, and this
Scott A empted and so tar as the
goylir ,hmself (vas copcerned, çon-
spir.uqusly failed, He himsef cJeà1y
saw thgt the ptoty 9f this unmspage-
able un4 was both confused an4 un-
inteestmp, ýnd th>a4in fact he 4ad to
egte sIf :frpm the prigm:x
gPupr 19f the .tale, as fkm a
rçgur literay.y scFape, in the1best way
he could. In g !e-ter to Miss $eward,


