Sir Walter Scotls Maturer Pocnes.

power to mould our own <characters,
and to make oursclves what we wish
to become, and if any outside induce-
ment isnecded, to simulate the pub-
lic sehool teachers of Ontasio, to avail
themselves to the utmost of this in-
herent pawer, they need not go for
such inducement beyond the ccosid-
cration that theirs is one of the high-
est of all callings, inasmpch as the
materials upon which it is theirs to
work—human minds—are the noblest
and most imperishable of all things,
and that with them it rests,.in a very
latge degree, to determine not only
whbat shall be the mental and moral
characteristics of a large number of
the individuals of the coming gener-
ation, but also through these individu-
als the distinctive features of the
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typical Canadian of fifty ora hundred
yearshence. ‘The Canading national
character is Row in process of forma.
tion. We all wish that it may become
a synenym for all that is iateHigent,
and ecncrgetic in meatality, and all
that is manly and straightforward in
morality. ‘1o what cxtent this wish
is to be realized depends more prob-
ably upon the public school teachers
of the country, than upon any other
human agency—that of mothersalone
excepted, It has been truly said that
“ mothers and school teachers sow the
secds of nearly all the moral good and
evil in the world.” Let the school
teachers of Oatario sow only good
sced, and coming generations shall
rejoice in an abundant harvest of in-
telligence and virtue,

SIR WALTER SCOTT'S MATURER POEMS.

COTT'Sgeniusfloweredlate. “Cad-
yow Castle,” the fitst of his
poems, I think, that has indisputable
genius plainly stamped op its tersg
and fiery lines, was coraposed in 1802,
when he was already thirty-ong years
of age. It was in the same year that
he wrote the first cantq of his first
great romance in verse, ‘' The Lay of
the Last Minstrel,” a poem which did
not appear till 1805, when he was
thixty-four, The first canto (not in-
cluding the framework, of which the
aged harper is the principat figure)
was written in the lodgings to which
he was confined for 3 fortnight in
1802, by a kick received from a horse
on Portobello sands, duzing a charge
of the Volunteer Cavalry,,,in which
Scott,was corpet., The poem. was ori-
inally intended to be included in the
“Border Minstrelsy,”;as; one of the

studies in the antique style, but soon
outgrew the limits of such a study
both in lepgth and in the freedom of
its manner. Both the poorest acd
the best paxt of ““Lhe Lay” were .’

a special manner due to Lady fDa,,{:
keith, (aftexward Duchess of Bug-
cleugh), who suggested it, and in
whose f:pnour the posm was written,
It was she who requested Scott to
wrjte a poem on the legend of the.
goblin page, Gilpin Horner, and this-
Scott a ;_cmptcd and so far as the
go‘b)iﬁ,‘kimsglf {vas congerned, con-
spicuously failed. He h}mselfcle:gply
saw that the stoty of this unmanage-
able imp was both confused and une,
interesting, and that in fact he had to
exiricafe fims If from the original
goundwerk, of the tale, as from a,
regular literary scrape, in the best way
he could. In aleftcr to Miss Seward,



