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AGRICULTURAL ADDRESS.

The annual meeting of the Township of PorTLAND
Aoricer.reran Sociery was beld at Spike's Corners
Janrary 19 1853, whop the fullowing address was |
deliv: red by Axzois Camauy, Esg., of Kingston, the |
President of the County Sucicty. The practice of
deliveiing prepared addresses at meetinga of this
Kind, is, we are gled to observe, on the increase, as
it tends to give a chaiacta and usefuluess to the
prorcedings, which they could not otherwise possess.
There are mary points in Mr. Cameion’s very uselul |
and practical leeture that have a general interest and
applieation :—

GewiLemev,—The  indisposition which has
hithetto prevailed amongst practical faimers ge-
neral.y, 1 ihis section of the courtiy, to become
members of Agricultural Societies, is mautter of
1egret 1o the few of them who eutertain Ligh opin-
ions ol 1ne advantage: which such sceicties are
capabte of atfording. This indispoatticn is but two
plainly verified by the facts, that while sume of
the Townsiips maintain no socicty of this des-
cription, tie annual exhibitions of those whichdo,
are suppoited and attended but by a small pro-
portion of the farming community. The Couuty
Show, held in the month of October last, although
a_great improvement on past mectings of the
kind, as lar as regarded horued cattle, sheep and
swine, was quite a falling off in mauy respects,
and especiuily as%ezards the number of agiicul-
torists i aitendance, and in the quantity of grai,
dairy produce, and home woilen mauufactures,
although the amount distributed in premiuwns
excreded the average of former occasions of the
kind. The office Beauers of the Conuty Society,
for the past year, earnestly desivous of a change
for the better in~ this respect, aie now making
every exeilion in their power to awaken a rmore
lively and extended interest in the great work
of agicultural improvement in the several
townships thronghout the County. It has fre-
quently been urged as a plea fu not haviug join-
ed such societies in times past, that the provi-
sious of the Agricultural Society Act were not
known geuerally in the count.y, aud especially
that section which limited the period fur sub-
scribing as members, of township and countv

societies, to the last days of January aud Feb-
ruary. Tc remedy this in future, the act has
been put into possession of the several township
authorities, and there is yet good time for the
people in each lucality to avail themselves of its
advantages for the carreut year. It has also
sometimes been assigned as a reason for refus-
ing 1o become members, that although the in-
tention of the law was worthy of approbation,
the managument of the society wus bad. Iu re-
ply to this it may be stated that it s very diffi-
culty if not impossible, to please all parties in a
matter of this kind. Improvement in this re-
spect may perhaps be required 2s mvch as in our
furm practice, but certainly it is not the way to
improve in management of any society to give it
up ultogether.  The people have the manage-
ment in their own haw’,, as once a year they se-
leet their office-bearcrsy the 1ules and regula-
tions are subjictto s alterations and amend-
ments as the membe - yuy think proper, so that
past errors may be - aled, and progressive im-
provement frum new sogices of information, and
from practical experiency, may be the resvlt.—
Those who the moste! uly perceive the ervors in
the past mavagemes , would be conlerring a
benefit on the couutry Ly heing present at all
the deliberations and meetings, with a view to
secure all desirable amendment. Ou the same
principle on which agnenhidiral sceicties have
been pronounced by cumpetent authority, to be
advantageous to the farmiug iuterest in the three
separate  portious of our mother conntry, we
may sufely adwit they could be rendered so
in Canada. There the practical tenant far-
mer, uuder heavy rent, the man of scieuce, and
the wealthy landivrd, contiibute to their support.
Professor Johnston, in his ¢ Notes ou North Ame-
rica,” says ot that coutinent that ‘¢ as to the con~
dition of agriculture as an art of life, it caunot be
denied that in this region, as a_whole, it is in-
a very primitive condition.”® He also says that
“little kuowledge of improved agricolture has
hitherto been diffused in Upper Canada. In re-
venge, the farming cless are not, as a body, re-
garded with much estimation by the other clas-
ses of society, They do not assume their pro-
per position among a community where, if they
ouly knew how to use it,all political power isin
reality in their hands.»



