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HELP IN THE DISTANCE. 65

Inggod Htool went OHt to iii%kfi known
the propoHition. to \)>))ott. In lo<w tlmii^

ono hour fcho tertuM were pro[)o««l, thti

iMii-gain conoludml, and Hflcrottt conKdeil

tmtween Ah' ott an<l tho inorchant^ilors

Thn wlioWt (wt^iltiiHhiiKMit whh put to

i-igjit, th(t rotwly-inndf) clothing ittnovHUHl,

and the liegrimil} Hhop window lavod,

HJ^urtnl and i>oliiihiMl>' Tlie lat«< clothing

Htoro of ChriHtopher Frow ap)>ean!<t with

a now face and a new pro])n()tor, huHincHH

inci-eaiiieKl mpidly ; the Htoro in proctwH

of time, for the greaUwt part of the day,

wan inumlattxi with cuHtonuMn, chioHy of

the ragged tribe, aitd, w||h Uie aid. of a

few Hkilful joinrneymeii tailom, garmontH

;,of all doacriptioiiH, from the HUjKirtiiK?

Vedding'coat to the hijmy coarHO nn-

nienftQnaV)leH; were maile on incre<lil)ly

Hhort'^iotice. From tluH prospei-ouH ro-

Hult ill the a^aii-H of.Cliristopher, he wjvs

Hoon in a poHition to .licfuidjite all dj>i>t8,

and with the Hin-pluH fund which j^)liott

had faid up over and al>ove his neceHHary

expenditure had , largply increased tho

stock, andliecame ostiyisihly a pai-tncr

in the business. The firnj of Abl)Ott &
Frow waxed great m the eyes of all

whonfothey endfiLypred to iruii (of courao

in the clothing line), and witlui.» siji

months from the day on which Chnsto-

pher announced, to tlie public that lie

had formed a union witl^||[fcxperienced

hand all the way from the gi-eat city ofj

London, t|iey ei-ected amextenhivt^build-

ing, designed not only to clothe the

naked but to feed the hungry. Orna-

mental cahls and tastefully-printed hand

bills wer^^circulated in the region r6und

aiwut, ' advertising the addition of the

.
jn'ovisioh branch tb the clothing and

ft tailoring dfepartmei>ts.

While in this pro8})erou8 position.and

on the smooth road to aittuence, Abbott

j)ionsly conceivetl it to l)o light to faike

unto himself a wife ; he was now a

witlower of fiftieen month's standing, and

the probability is, had" ceased to moui-n

for the loss of the gentle and amiable •

Clara. Ifow, in places ivith small pop-

ulations there is never any difficulty in

discerning a new comer, and until thfe

stranger becomes thoroughly installed

into the acquaintance and social pecuU-

srity of the natived thftrtiTin, there is al*

ways jin itching curiosity on their [lart'

particularly of thn female portion of the

ccmimunity, to pry into his antecodentH,

to sketch h is gen«nil ap|>earance, to no-

ticer' v«jry minutely how ho dr<M4Ho«, and
how he looks in ohuM|l) whuii Sunday
^num ; whotlier ho isJmndsome or ugly,

whether he is nmpectiibly connected, and
last of *ll, whether he wahts a wife if

not alreiuly supplitMl. Abliott was sub-

joctefl to such scrutiny together with
many otlter little annoyances, until ho
had served a full apprenticeship' to tho
village of R ; at |he expiration of
which, and so«Hoon as he wtui known to

Im; Hii^cessftd, anxious mothers worked
haixl to make marriageable daughters
appear to tho Imii advantage, more es-

pecially on public occiisions, such as
loeal concerts, social tea parties, etc.

—

Introductions to hiim were eagerly sought
^

by sevenil young ladies, who imagined
that, from cei'tain admiring glances he
was pletised to bestow upon them, per-

.haps in the same seat 'at church or tho

next Wje to it, he assuredly must bo.

> lovei|Micken ; each fair rival feeling

thaf^i^ was tlje more highly favored,

and the most pointedly noticed. One of

thieSOji after a^formal introduction and a
coui'tship of brief.(kiratioh, won his heart

and hand while playing an evening quiet

J Jte''"^
of love. ThemaiTiage ceremony

"jiloon fbllowedvtJtheM|S|ge Ijells rang out
meriily, the so^roblq||per gave |^lidlay
to his pupils, and the chiyjagn^lcipped

upon the green and raiiM|bicir little

voices in songs, of reioicing^TBrhe bridal

party passed by that way.^ Hainnan
Ablx)tt was i-everetl and beloyed by old

and young in the village of B——,

'al-

though a resident there but a short,

period '; and no\y that he had married
quite an^llage favorite, an accomplisheil

young lady of nineteen and the dattghter

of the Reeve, who hf the way was far

from being accomplished himself, his

popularity increased ||||S|tvhis business

prospects were daily mc^'i|^ring.
Some months a&er the nUarriage, while

Abbott was enjdying the convivialities

of an evening party at his fathei'-in-law's

house, the town constable calle to inform
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